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Transtorming lives for the glory of God





	Date preached 28 FEB 10 AM
Sermon series: One-Another
7 Reasons Why You Need to be in Church Today 

	Hebrews 10:25

	

	

	


	


A disclaimer from Pastor Jon
I am often inspired, provoked and corrected by such luminaries as John Piper, Mark Driscoll, Wayne Grudem, John McArthur, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Charles Spurgeon and many others. If you know their writing and preaching well, you will no doubt sometimes find their thoughts, illustrations and quotations scattered throughout my sermons. I make no claim to original thinking; indeed I am very wary of anything that seems new or unique – it seems unlikely that the Spirit of God should reveal something to me that he has chosen not to reveal to the great preachers and teachers of the past. I try to footnote direct references to other peoples’ material, but sometimes they are just there in my head, perhaps from something I have read months or years ago, and I don’t really know where it’s come from! 
What’s the point of church? What are we all here for? Transformation – ourselves – community. God’s big purpose is to reconcile the world to himself
, and in so doing to bring glory and fame to himself
. That’s it. To fix the chasm that exists between us and our maker. And that’s why Jesus died – to save us from our sins and make a way back to God. But how does church fit into that?
How many times have you heard the phrase, “Church is not a building, it’s the people!”? Of course, that’s true. Not about a building. (And that’s the last time  I’ll use the word “building” today by the way!) It’s all about people – first & foremost – our relationship with God; 2nd- relationships with each other. 1st leads to 2nd. 

But, if the church is the people, and I am one of the people, why do we need to do what we’re doing right now, at all? If it’s first & foremost all about being in right relationship with God, why have all this? I can pray at home, I can read my Bible at home, I can even do communion at home if I want to. Catholics teach that you need to come to God through a mediator – a priest. We say they’re wrong – we got a priest already – Jesus – we come direct to God, through him. So if we don’t need a priest, or a building and we can pray, read, sing at home, why do we need to be here? And after all, if “where two or three are gathered”, Jesus is in the midst, why is it necessary to have 100 when I can have a few mates around and talk about God and that can be my church?
And isn’t all this a bit old-fashioned anyway? A bit old-hat? You can get better music on a CD, and better teaching on the internet. You can pick up a book by John Piper or Mark Driscoll or John MacArthur who are way cleverer than Stuart or me, and preach better and have better illustrations and tell funnier jokes and have more hair!
7 reasons why you really, really, do need to be in church on Sundays. And before anyone objects, I know there are reasons why some people can’t be. Essential workers, shifts, carers, illness. And I know that largely, I’m preaching to the converted here: Hey you’re all here after all. But there is a real issue here. We need to understand why we’re here. It’s not just because your mum said it was a good idea 30 year ago, or because it’s warmer than your living room, or because of the free coffee! We need to understand what the Bible says about why we should be here.

Where am I going with this message? 3 types of people :

1) Committed church people – reason to believe in what we’re doing here. Re-affirm & develop your confidence in local church.
2) Floaters – move from church to church, never finding quite what they’re looking for. Purpose: Want you to see that you need to commit. Don’t care if it’s here or elsewhere, but you need to commit to a local church. And stick with it.
3) Church at home on own / with some mates. Obviously those people aren’t here! But perhaps you can pass the word on! What those people are doing is not Biblical, and it’s not right. And the church as a whole, and the mission of God, suffers if that’s what they do.
I am passionate about local church – not because it’s a nice way to spend Sunday morning with friends; but because church is the way God has chosen to use to glorify himself. And the most obvious expression of church for us, is right here. Reasons for church. Obvious ones: pray, read Bible together, worship. All right and good, but in fairness you can do those things on the bus. (Perhaps not worship – get the guitar out?!) 7 Reasons you need to be in church today:
#1 – Because you need to give & receive encouragement

Come back to the one-another theme:

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds”. Church is where we get encouraged to live for Jesus! If you’re not with other believers, it doesn’t matter how much you read your Bible, you’re going to struggle. Because Jesus’ never intended it to be that way. We all need to be spurred on from time to time! In fact, most of us need it a lot – every week in fact! Life gets on top of us – busyness, family, money. Just need to be reminded – encouraged to live for God’s glory. 

Conference – 200+ men – singing – sharing struggles (time, pressure, failure, family, balance, temptation); hopes (for our lives, churches, kids, heaven!)

Great encouragement to speak to people after the service – share things that are going well – job, family, or things that aren’t – marriage, times with God, doubts. Wonderful to share things with brothers & sisters who know where you’re coming from, who understand that spiritual perspective. 

The problem is that if we don’t share those things we’re struggling with at church, then either we bottle them in and stew on them ourselves, and that can lead to despair! Or we share the struggles we have with the people at work, or unbelieving family. And they don’t have the right answers most of the time because they’re not God’s answers. 

Blessed is the one who does not follow the advice of the ungodly (Ps 1:1)

And of course, all that is why God instituted 1 day a week break. A time when we can come together and devote time to him, and to each other. 

So “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one-another” Where do we get the encouragement? From the Bible – yes. From books? Yes. Sermons downloads. Yes. But primarily – most importantly – from the church - local church – being with your brothers & sisters, sharing our lives together! And you know what? It’s not just an encouragement to you – it’s an encouragement to them too! It’s encouraging for others to see you here, even if they know you’re struggling. Let’s not give up meeting together.
#2 Because you can’t be “church” on your own.

“Church” is ekklēsia - literally “assembly”, “gathering”. 

Church is the people, not the building, right? So I can do church on my own, at home? Because I’m one of the people? 

Wrong. You’re part of the church – you’re not the church. You can’t be church unless you’re an assembly of people. And no matter how many pies you’ve eaten, there ain’t enough of you to be an assembly!

You also can’t be a Biblical church with a couple of other people. I know someone who talks about sitting in Starbucks drinking coffee and realising that the guy next to him is a Christian and talking about God and saying that’s church. We did church together. And Jesus said he’d turn up where 2 or 3 gather together. 
Well, it might just about qualify as church, but it’s not really much like what’s in the NT. In the NT, churches have certain features. Church is the people, but it’s also what the people do
. When we come together as church, we come to do church – and we want to do it the same as they did on the Bible, as far as we can: Has certain features: regular Biblical, Christ-exalting, preaching:

Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. (2Tim 4:2)
It has to have leadership (Elders)
; it may need a way of dealing with the practical needs of the people (Deacons)
; it has to have some means of oversight and discipline
; it has to have baptism for new believers & communion for everyone who loves Jesus. You can’t do that with a couple of random mates at Starbucks.
And sure, when 2 or 3 of us gather to pray, Jesus is there with us. But that wasn’t how Jesus intended us to do church. In fact, if you read Mt 18:20, the context is how to sort out disputes in (big) church – if you have a disagreement in church, take a couple of people along with you so that you can be assured that you’re being fair in how you settle that dispute. It’s about being assured of godly wisdom when leaders have to make decisions.

So reason #1 – need church to build maturity; #2 – you need church because you can’t be Biblical church on your own, or with a few mates on a Friday evening.

#3 Because Jesus died for the church

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. (Eph 5:25)
Christ loved the church so much, he gave himself up for her. Jesus didn’t primarily die on the cross for you & me. He did, of course. But primarily – the way the Bible almost always talks about it – he died for the church – for us – together. Loved the church and gave himself up for her.
The big picture of the Bible is God choosing a people for himself and saying, “these are mine” and pouring his utterly undeserved love and favour on them. If you are a believer today – if you have repented of your sin and turned to face this awesome holy God and humbly asked for his forgiveness and help, then sure, your sin is forgiven. But even more than that, you are part of the church of God – part of the bride that Jesus died for. 
So if Jesus is your Lord, you need to be committed to the church – because Jesus died for the church. And the way you show you’re committed to the church, is to be committed to an expression of it: a local church. Understand occasionally people need to be uncommitted – move into a new area, circumstances change, but generally, floating isn’t good enough. You need to be part of the local manifestation of church that Jesus died for.
#4 Because there is no plan B

Do you have to be committed to a local church to get into heaven? No. Are there real, genuine Christians out there who aren’t committed to a local church? Yes. But is it the ideal – is it what God wants for his people? No. Not only does the Bible never speak about Christians going it alone out there; not only did Jesus die for the church; not only is Jesus constantly in prayer for local churches; but folks, there isn’t a plan B. This is God’s plan to rescue the world. You’re part of it if you’re sitting in here and saved by the grace of God. The local church is called to be a partner in the mission of God and he doesn’t have a plan B. Or at least not one he’s told us about in the Bible.
Despite all our faults failings and problems, the local church remains the imperfect vessel that God has chosen to use in his mission to reconcile mankind to himself. 
Did you know that new churches see 6-8 times more converts than older churches. In other words, the longer a particular church goes on for, the less effective it is in fulfilling its God-given mission, generally
. The problem is that after a time, things get settled. People get settled. We get to like the way we do things and no one wants to rock the boat. We like the community we have and don’t want to mess with it. And we get settled spiritually. 
Remember Abraham in Gen 12? He’s living in Ur (Babylon) – greatest city of that ancient civilisation – a city of art, culture, wealth. And then God calls to him to go “to the place I will show to you”. Great man of faith gets up – starts walking west – doesn’t know where to exactly; leaves behind his business, community, culture.  Immense sacrifice – hugely faith-building. So much so that Abraham is known to us as the man of faith. 

But what happens? After a while, half-way to the promised land, he settles down in a place called Haran. It’s the name of his brother, so perhaps he had family there. And the family visit turns into a stay of a few days, then a few weeks, months. Abraham ends up staying in Haran for 10 years+. And he builds up his business and accumulates lots of flashy 2000BC gear. And settles down. And the call of God is forgotten. Or perhaps not forgotten, just delayed a while; pushed to the back of his mind.

I don’t know many of those who helped plant this church in 1952. There are a few still around (Brian, Sheila, Nigel, Maureen) – we honour them as the elder statesmen (-women?) of our church. Most though, have moved on or gone to glory. They were visionaries – men & women of God with a vision to see this community of Whitton & Crofts reached with the gospel of Jesus. They wanted to see men & women & young people exposed to the gospel of Jesus; brought face to face with the white-hot holiness of God’s glory and to see people face up to their own sin as it was exposed by the Holy Spirit. And to see those same people raised up with Christ as changed people as they confessed their sin and repented to God. Those pioneers of this church had a passion for the lost thousands on our doorsteps. 
Friends, we must never settle down like Abraham did; we must never become comfortable with church the way it is; we must never allow the call of God on us to be forgotten, or pushed to the back of our minds. 
I believe now is a time of enormous opportunity for us: To renew our commitment to passionate proclamation of the gospel of Jesus; to renew our commitment to not just speaking it in here – but to going out there – beyond these doors and using every means God gives us to reach the lost people of this community. We know what our mission is: Transformation for the glory of God. Transformation of individual lives, re-creation, renewal; bringing light into dark places. We need enormous wisdom as we think through our strategy for bringing the gospel to the thousands that frankly don’t want to hear it, and don’t care one jot about Jesus. 
And everyone needs to be involved. As leaders we’re trying to plan the way ahead – to think through all the issues. But the purpose of leadership is to bring the whole membership of the body of Christ into the maturity of God’s purpose. Leaders are to:
…prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith. (Eph 4:12)
It’s not just leaders who do the work, but every member working together with the leadership, to fulfil the calling that we have from God as a church. We must never settle down, never become satisfied with the status quo. Because local church is what God uses to extend his kingdom. There is no plan B
#5 Because you need a pastor
Sure, you can read the Bible on your own and pray on your own. But if Jesus had meant us to go it alone, he wouldn’t have given us pastors. 

It was he [Jesus] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers. (Eph 4:11)

Jesus gave the church pastors. Why would he do that if he didn’t think it was necessary? 2 reasons.
Reason 1: God thinks your soul needs watching over. 
God says someone – a leader – needs to be looking out for you:

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. (Heb 13:17)

What does that mean? God knows that if we go it alone, we’re vulnerable. We won’t have anyone watching our backs. Who will be there to warn you off bad teaching that will harm you? Who will be there to pray for you? If you wander off the right path, who is going to challenge you? Who is going to gently try to bring you back? And who is going to tell you tell you straight if you’re in sin? Your mates probably aren’t going to. Probably no-one else will. God knows we need someone to keep watch over us. Stuart – embarrassed – prays.
Reason 2: Teaching
Who is going to spend 20+ hours per week studying so that you will get spiritually fed this week? I read 2 books all the way through and big chunks of 4 others, plus a whole bunch of stuff on the web, plus my Bible, in preparing this message. Not that unusual. Not saying I get everything right still. But you pay me to spend that time, and I love you for it! That’s what pastors are for, and that’s one reason Jesus gave them to the church.

I love listening to sermons by some of the great preachers of our day. Some of the guys I listen to really inspire me and I feel well fed by them. And if you’re a thinking person, I’d encourage you to get some of their stuff. But, John Piper isn’t your pastor. John MacArthur knows nothing about you, and he won’t tailor his sermons to help you. CH Spurgeon never got on his knees and prayed for you. Lloyd-Jones won't come to your house when you’re struggling with your faith. And Mark Driscoll won't weep with you when your marriage is failing or your kids are going off the rails. Those are all great men of God. But they’re not your pastor, and you need your pastor.


That’s why he gave us pastors. To watch over your soul; teaching; hands-on real-life ministry. And you won’t have the Biblical, God-ordained benefits of a pastor, without being committed to a local church.

#6 – Because church is where you learn maturity

All the other “one-anothers” happen as we meet together.  

Bear with each other

Forgive one another

Build Each Other Up

Love One Another

Encourage One Another

It’s as we meet with and connect with others that the OA’s happen, and  the Sunday services are the key place where we meet as family. All the things we’ve been talking about over the last few weeks – they all happen in local church. Good way to finish off OA series. “Don’t give up meeting together”. 
And mostly they are necessary because we’re so diverse. We don’t naturally all get along just fine. There are differences of opinion, personality. And one of the reasons God has put us all together is to mature us. 
Eg. If someone disagrees with you, the easy option is to throw your arms in the air and say “stuff this” and walk off. Said that last week. Much harder, but Biblical option is to sit down, and talk about it, and work it through, and pray about it. But sometimes you still don’t see eye to eye. So you persevere with it – and you pray together – and perhaps you still don’t agree, so you pray some more. And you still don’t agree, but you agree to disagree, in love. And you know what happens? Perseverance produces character.
 Working through the process develops love. And respect. And maturity. 

Ask any parent: Having kids develops self-control and patience. Isaac nuts, bolts, washers. Self-control is hard! It’s for my character development! 

Have you ever thought about thanking God for the difficult people he’s put in our church? Those you don’t get on with. Because that’s part of the beauty of local church: You don’t get to choose who you have to get along with for the sake of the gospel! From our POV, it feels like we’re all just thrown together, and God says, this is your mission – now work together and get on with it! But actually, God has carefully chosen – selected - each person here, to be used in the process of maturing us all. And we have to learn to deal with these people who drive us up the wall sometimes. But perseverance develops character – maturity. And without being committed to a local church, you just won’t get that challenge to your character and you’ll never be a mature believer.
#1 You need to give & receive encouragement; #2 can’t be church on your own; #3 Jesus died for the church; #4 There is no plan B; #5 You need a pastor; #6 maturity
#7 – Jesus is passionate about churches

A question: Where is Jesus right now? Heaven. Specifically?
I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man”, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire…The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” (Rev 1:12,13,20)

What do you think the message of that passage is? Jesus - glorious King of Heaven. Can do anything. What does he choose to do? Watch a sunset? Go fishing? Riding a comet? No. He’s there, standing among the lampstands – among the local churches. Why? Because that’s where his heart is – local churches are what Jesus is passionate about.

And he prays for the churches: One of his prayers for us is in Jn 17.

I pray...that all of them will be one, Father...May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know you sent me and have loved them (Jn 17:20-23)

But that’s only one of his prayers for us. You know he prays for Whitton Baptist Church? Romans 8:34:

Christ Jesus, who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. (Rom 8:34)

Interceding means passionately praying – bringing someone before God. Jesus is praying for us! You know what it says just before that? If you’re part of the family of God through repentance & faith, you are one of God’s children.
 And if he’s called us and made us one of his children, he will work everything in our lives out for our good; And those he’s called and justified, he will glorify – he’ll come and take us to heaven one day!

Therefore, if God is for us - if he’s on our side - who can be against us? God gave his own son for us – for the church – he loves us that much! He’s for us in a big way!
And that same Jesus who suffered, died, was buried, and rose from the dead for our sin; that same Jesus ascended into heaven and whose glory one day every knee will bow before; that same Jesus is praying for us! He prays for us not just as individuals, but as a church. Jesus is passionate about local church.  
End
You know what? We’re not perfect are we? Not very good preachers, not very good at evangelism, not that great at loving people, or at worshipping, or praying, or at doing anything else that God has called and commanded us to be. Thank God for his grace to us, through Jesus!
But you know what, local church is what God has chosen to use. I’m sure he could have chosen a dozen other ways to work in this world, but local church is how he’s chosen to do it. That’s his way. Jesus loves the church, and he loves this church. So if Jesus is your Lord - if you want to be passionate about the same thing as Jesus – you need to be passionate about local church. Frankly not too fussed whether it’s this one, or another one. Obviously would love you to be committed to this one! What I’m interested in is people being sold out for Jesus and being sold out for what Jesus loves. Jesus loves church - will you love it too?
Whitton 28th Feb 2010
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