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Transtorming lives for the glory of God





	Date: 13th June 2010
Sermon series: To Die For…
What’s the point of the Old Testament? 

	1Peter 1:10-12

	

	

	


	


A disclaimer from Pastor Jon
I am often inspired, provoked and corrected by such luminaries as John Piper, Mark Driscoll, Wayne Grudem, John McArthur, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Charles Spurgeon and many others. If you know their writing and preaching well, you will no doubt sometimes find their thoughts, illustrations and quotations scattered throughout my sermons. I make no claim to original thinking; indeed I am very wary of anything that seems new or unique – it seems unlikely that the Spirit of God should reveal something to me that he has chosen not to reveal to the great preachers and teachers of the past! I try to footnote direct references to other peoples’ material, but sometimes they are just there in my head, perhaps from something I have read months or years ago, and I don’t really know where it’s come from! 
Series in 1Peter. Peter - one of Jesus’ closest friends. After resurrection, Jesus told Peter that the manner of his death would one day glorify God. Peter – death sentence. Series looks at how we can face that inevitability, and how it affects every area of our lives.
Today – How do we look at the Bible
. What effect does the Bible have on us? Especially the OT. What do you think of the Bible?
Beginners guide: Bible – most influential book ever written. Influence on our language: “a drop in a bucket”, “for such a time as this”, “a wolf in sheep’s clothing”, “angel of light”, “escaping by the skin of my teeth”, “our days are numbered”, “the writing’s on the wall”, “scapegoat”, “promised land”, “exodus” and many more!
 Bestselling – most languages.
Bible = books. Scripture = writings. 66 books, 40 authors, written over 1500 years. Not in chronological order. Themes – history, poetry, prophecy, gospels, letters.
2 halves. OT (before Jesus), NT (after Jesus). The NT quotes or alludes to the OT at least 4000 times.
 
One continuous story starting with God creating the world very good – showing how it all went badly wrong through mankind’s sin and rebellion against God. And how every individual person stands opposed to God, and in rebellion against him, opposing him and his purposes. It’s about how God then chose a certain people – Israel – out of the world to pour out his love and mercy on even though they didn’t deserve it
. Insignificant little nation no better than any other. Love & mercy & grace. Still, there is the sin problem – sin, failure, repentance.
Throughout the whole OT, there are prophecies interwoven into the story – Messiah who would come and fix the sin-problem. Prophecy after prophecy. In the fullness of time, the Messiah, Jesus did come, died on a cross and rose again, defeating sin, death, hell and Satan for all eternity. The NT points us backwards  to Jesus and begs us to follow him as the only source of life and salvation in this world. It also points forwards to the time when Jesus will return again, this time to bring judgement on the earth and to reign with his people for all eternity.
As Christians, we don’t believe that Christianity started 2000 years ago with Jesus.
 It started way back in the garden of Eden, and before. Jesus is the fulfilment of the OT. The OT looks forward to Jesus, and the NT looks backward to him. His birth, death, resurrection and ascension are the centre of history. Jesus is the hero of the Bible.

That’s what this book is all about. And your attitude towards it will affect the whole way you live your life. Some people say that it’s just a bunch of nice stories, myths and legends given to illustrate a better way to live. Chinese fortune cookies – “As the purse is emptied, the heart is filled” - whole bunch of them all in one convenient location!
 Take the nice bits that we like, ignore the difficult bits that we don’t like. Inspiration for a happy, successful, prosperous, life. And if you follow the nice inspirational stories, you’ll end up being a nice inspirational person, and you’ll be happy.
Problem is that’s not what it says. We’re going to consider a bit about what the Bible says about itself. 

About 25% of OT is prophecy. Prophets are people who spoke on behalf of God. They claimed to speak the very words of God – pretty big claim. Some of what they said was immediately relevant “do this”. Some of it looked forward tens, hundreds or even thousands of years. Prophets in the OT spoke the words that God gave them to speak. Called revelation: 1Peter 1:12  “It was revealed to them [the prophets]” – Prophecy - God revealing his thoughts, desires to the world. This is one of the things the Bible claims about itself. Revelation. Direct from God – this is God’s book. 
Most people don’t believe this however. Most people are happy to settle for speculation:

Speculation: Human attempts to guess what God is like, what we are like, and what God wants from us. Psychology, sociology, religions all have a go at this. Philosophy: like a blind man, in a dark room, looking for a black cat…that isn’t there.
 Human beings – newspaper columnists, TV journalists, Jeremy Kyle and the bloke in the pub all speculating on what’s gone wrong with the world.
Revelation: God breaking into human time and history, speaking through human authors and telling us who he is, who we are, and what he wants from us.

Want to know what he queen has for breakfast. Give her a call? Stand outside the palace? Idly speculate? Wait for her to make it public.
 She has to make the first move. That’s what God has done – through the prophets, through the Bible. He has revealed himself to us.
What is the message of the OT?

Salvation

“Concerning this salvation…” (1Peter 1:10) The big picture is this: It’s about us needing to be saved, and God providing a way for us to be saved. It’s about us, humanity, falling into sin. Individually, not just as a societal problem – individually responsible; willingly engaging in sin and doing things that God does not approve of or sanction. Sin isn’t something that happens to us – comes from within us; regularly – sinning again and again and again. And God hates sin. Whether it’s lying or stealing or sexual immorality or, the biggest of them all, just not putting God first, in God’s world. We need saving and God provides the means of salvation. You need to be saved from God’s wrath against your sin.
Grace

“the prophets spoke of the grace that was to come to you” (v10)

The message of the OT is grace. Instead of just destroying us, screwing the whole world up like a piece of paper and tossing us all into some cosmic waste bin – which he’s entitled to do by the way, since he’s God. Instead of that he sends prophets to tell humanity that there is someone coming who can save us. Echo down through the ages of the OT – Messiah is coming. God is going to provide a way to save his people. Not because they deserve it; not because there’s anything good about them. But because he chooses to. Church is full of losers. People who’ve failed. If you don’t think you’re in that category this morning, can I humbly suggest you ain’t got it. You haven’t understood to gospel. Jesus came for rubbish people, not self-righteous people, not people who think they’re OK anyway. So that’s the message of the OT.
How do we know it’s true?
Lots of reasons. 1 is fulfilled prophecy: “the Spirit of Christ [Holy Spirit] in them predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow” (v11)

This idea of prophecy – revelation - telling the future - is unique to the Bible. No other religious text has that. The Muslims can’t point to any specific prophecy in the Qur’an that has been fulfilled. Neither can the Mormons, Jehovah’s witnesses or any other cult. Let’s look at some of those prophecies about Jesus:

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

700BC Peter talks about the prophets who prophecies sufferings and glories of Jesus. This prophet, Isaiah says, “the Lord himself will give you a sign”. How do you know the saviour is coming? How do you know Messiah is nearly here? Look for the pregnant virgin. That’s a clue. That’s pretty unusual. That’s why it’s a sign! She will give birth to a child. Not just a child, but specifically a son. And he will be called Immanuel – God with us. God the Messiah is going to be born as a boy, to a virgin.
Micah 5:2 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.
700BC. Someone very special will come from a little town called Bethlehem. Insignificant place – hugely significant person. He will be a ruler, he will be honoured as a king. But his origins are from ancient times – lit. eternity past. The one who is coming will be someone who has existed from before the beginning of the world. That can only be God. 
Malachi 3:1 "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.

400BC. God says before I come, I will send a messenger first. John the Baptist. He will be the messenger of the covenant – good news for all people. This is the Messiah whom you desire – he’s the one you’ve been looking forward to. Where’s he coming to? The Temple. He’s going to come to the Temple. Can you go to the Temple now? No – it was destroyed in AD70. So this prophecy had to be fulfilled before AD70. What did Jesus do? Read the gospels – 8 days old, is parents take him to the Temple to give thanks for him. And they meet another prophet – Simeon – who says, “Sovereign Lord…My eyes have seen your salvation”.

Isaiah 35:5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.
700BC. How do you know the Messiah has come? He will do miracles. Things no-one else has ever done before or since. Exactly what he did – raised the dead, healed the blind, deaf, paralysed people with no muscles are healed and start walking around. Isaiah says when you see these things happening, the Messiah has come.
Zechariah 11:12-13 "…they paid me thirty pieces of silver…So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD to the potter”
500BC. In the future, someone would be paid 30 pieces of silver. Not 29, not 31. Silver, not gold or bronze or iron.
 And after he has been paid these 30 pieces of silver, he will throw them into the Temple. Temple – had to be before AD70. Who did that? Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver and threw it into the Temple after looked at what he had done and was wracked with guilt. The officials in Temple then used that money to buy a field from a potter.
Psalm 22:16 a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

David, 1000AD. Encircle the Messiah. Pierced his hands and feet. Who invented crucifixion? Persians. At the earliest 600BC
, 400 years after David describes it. David prophecies how the Messiah would be killed, using a type of killing not even invented for at least another 400 years. And then that is exactly what happens to Jesus over a thousand years later.
Isaiah 53:5-11 He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities [sins]; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity [sin] of us all… He was cut off from the land of the living…He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death…After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied…my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

The Messiah will be a suffering servant. No sin of his own – he will die – not for anything he has done, but because of our sin. We have all sinned – thoughts, words, deeds, failed to do things that we ought to do. And the Messiah will come and die in our place as our substitute, bearing the guilt of our sin, and paying our debt to God. Pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities. We are the ones who have gone astray. Jesus died for us, cut off from the land of the living. He’s killed with wicked men – crucified between 2 criminals. And yet he’s buried in a rich man’s grave. Jesus is a poor man, but a rich man gave his grave to Jesus family to bury him in. So even the manner of his burial is prophesied.
And after he has suffered, he will see the light of life again – he will rise from the dead – come back to live again. And through his death and resurrection he will justify many, bringing forgiveness of sin and peace with God for countless millions across the globe. 

So, question for you. If it’s not Jesus, who are we talking about? Who else could this be? The Old Testament prophets prophesied that the Messiah would be born of a virgin, be God with us, be born in Bethlehem, a messenger would come before him, and he would come to the Temple before AD70. He will do miracles like no-one has ever seen before, he will be sold, betrayed for 30 pieces of silver, crucified – pierced through hands and feet, between wicked men, buried in a rich man’s grave, and will rise from the dead.

It’s got to be Jesus. So when Peter says, (v10-11) “the prophets searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances…of the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.” This is exactly what he’s talking about. It’s all these prophecies that he’s talking about.

And there are loads more. Those are just the prophecies. There are so many OT ideas that clearly prefigure - look forward to - Jesus and are fulfilled by him:
 [Mark Driscoll]
The priesthood, which looks forward to Jesus as our High Priest; David and other kings, who prefigure Jesus as the King of Kings; Moses and the prophets, who prefigure Jesus as our ultimate Prophet; animal sacrifices, which prefigure Jesus as the sinless Lamb of God slain for our sins; the temple, which prefigures God’s presence dwelling among us in Jesus; shepherds who care for their sheep, which remind us we are as foolish and vulnerable as sheep but that Jesus our Shepherd keeps constant watch over us; judges, who foreshadow Jesus as the final judge of all people; and many others. 

We also see people in the Old Testament who do things just like the things that Jesus later does perfectly. 
The first Adam failed his test in a garden (Eden) and brought us sin and death. Jesus Christ is the Last Adam who passed his test in a garden (Gethsemane) and brings righteousness to us. 
Jesus is the true and better Abel who, although he was innocent, was slain and whose blood cries out for our acquittal. 
When Abraham left his father and home, he was doing the same thing that Jesus would do when he left heaven. 
When Isaac carried his own wood and laid down his life to be sacrificed at the hand of his father Abraham, he was showing us what Jesus would later do. 
Jesus is the greater Joseph who serves at the right hand of God the King, extends forgiveness and provision to those of us who have betrayed him, and uses his power to save us in loving reconciliation. 
Jesus is greater than Moses in that he stands as a mediator between God and us, bringing us the New Covenant.

Like Job, innocent Jesus suffered and was tormented by the Devil so that God might be glorified, while his clueless idiotic  friends were no help or encouragement. 
Jesus is a King greater than David, who has slain our giants of Satan, sin, and death, although in the eyes of the world he was certain to face a crushing defeat at their hands. 
Jesus is greater than Jonah in that he spent three days in the grave and not just a fish, to save a multitude even greater than Nineveh. 
When Boaz redeemed Ruth and brought her and her despised people into community with God’s people, he was showing what Jesus would do to redeem his bride the church from all the nations of the earth. 
When Nehemiah rebuilt Jerusalem, he was doing something similar to Jesus, who is building for us a New Jerusalem as our eternal home. 
When Hosea married an unfaithful prostitute wife whom he continued to pursue in love, he was showing us the heart of Jesus, who does the same for his unfaithful bride, the church. 
In the Exodus account of Passover, where the lamb had to be slaughtered as a substitute for the people.  Exactly what Jesus did.

Peter is right. The OT is all about Jesus. Everything there points to him. Jesus himself said:
Matthew 5:17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them.
Jesus is the key that unlocks the meaning of the Old Testament. And if you don’t have that key, when you read the OT, it is just a bunch of stories that may or may not make you feel good about yourself and may or may not inspire you to lead a happier and more prosperous life. It’s not about you – it’s not about how to make you happy or successful; it’s not about helping you to live your best life now. It’s all about him – it’s his story. The whole of history rotates around him. The big story of the Bible is not about us – it’s about seeing him as great, and us acting in complete submission to the sovereign authority of King Jesus.
And when you see that it all points to Jesus, the OT is transformed into the most wonderful story of God’s gracious dealings with mankind, with glimpses of Jesus all the way through. You start to see him everywhere – pictures, glimpses, hints. Like having a present that’s all wrapped up and you can feel it, or even tear off a tiny piece of the corner and catch a glimpse. But when you get to the NT, it’s like the paper has all been ripped off and you can see the present completely.
Finally, why is Peter writing all this?

Remember, the people he is writing to are suffering. They are finding life so hard – persecution, grief, pain. “You have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials” 1Peter 1:6
Peter wants to encourage Christians who are facing suffering. How does this help? He’s saying, look at Jesus. 

Most of those prophecies are about Jesus’ suffering. He is known as the suffering servant. Peter says the prophets were “trying to find out the time and circumstances…[of] the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.” (1Peter 1:11) 
The prophecies looked primarily at the sufferings and glorification of Christ. You remember how on the road to Emmaus, after Jesus rose from the dead, 2 guys were saying how the whole Jesus thing had all been a big let-down. What did Jesus say to them?
Luke 24:25-26 "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" Suffering followed by glory.
Peter is saying: Look, I know you’re finding life tough. Look to Jesus. He suffered too. And then afterwards he was glorified. It’s what we said last week. “For a little while you may have to suffer grief in all kinds of trials” For a little while. It will not last forever. It will end. This life is horrible sometimes – but if you’re in Christ today, you have a great and glorious hope beyond this world. Suffering followed by glory.
We didn’t look at it last week, but in v6-7, Peter shows that actually your suffering demonstrates that your faith is genuine! Suffering is not a sign that God has let you down; it’s not a sign that it’s not a sign that Jesus has betrayed us; it’s not a sign that he’s no longer Lord – it’s a sign of our fellowship with him – sign of being one of his people – sharing in his suffering.
 Paul:
Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings

He suffered and was glorified, and so we should not be surprised to suffer. But we too, shall one day follow him into glory. 

Peter says the prophets “were not serving themselves but you” (v12). This is one way the prophets serve us: They remind us that the suffering of Jesus was not a tragic accident, but God’s plan.  And now he stands in glory, where suffering is very much a thing of the past. 
Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past [in the OT], was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Peter was a man under a death sentence. He knew he was going to die. This series shows us how to live in the light of the inevitability of death. One help in making sense of life, especially the tough times, is that we have a saviour who has been there before us. Whatever we suffer, he has suffered. Whatever hardship we face, he has faced it too. And in suffering, we enter into a place of fellowship with Jesus – we share in his sufferings. 

But there is hope! Because now he is glorified in heaven, waiting for his people to enter glory with him.
It’s no accident that we’re constantly banging on about Jesus in this church. We want to be a Bible loving, Bible-focussed, Bible-believing, Bible trusting people. Not because we worship the Bible, but because we love and worship the hero of the Bible – Jesus.

Father, allow us to have faith in you as you are revealed in the scriptures you’ve given us. Give us a love for Jesus as the hero of the Bible. As we open the scriptures, help us to see and understand what you’ve written there for us. Please send the HS to give us faith, and understanding and confidence to face the trials of life. Help those who teach here to explain truth clearly, and to serve these people well. Give us all a desire to know you better, to hear your voice in the scriptures, and courage to live out what you tell us. May we always be a Bible-believing church, whose foundation is firmly established on the truth of your word. And may we love you as the greatest person who has ever lived, and be constantly astonished that you should choose to love us.
� OK, confession time: This sermon heavily relies on a sermon by Mark Driscoll entitled “Trial and Scripture”. It’s not the same but I do use a fair bit of his material. I hope he’d be flattered rather than annoyed! His sermon is far better than mine, so stop reading now, and watch his instead! �HYPERLINK "http://www.marshillchurch.org/media/trial/trial-and-scripture"�http://www.marshillchurch.org/media/trial/trial-and-scripture�
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� Got this from Pastor Paul Mallard. Top bloke. And very good at the Association Annual Meetings 2010.
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� I have edited this a bit, to revise some of the more difficult language, but it’s basically from: Driscoll, M. A Book You’ll Actually Read on the Old Testament. Crossway, 2008. p38-41


� Cut for space: On the day of atonement, two perfectly healthy goats were chosen to represent sinless perfection. The high priest would slaughter one goat, which acted as a substitute for the sinners who rightly deserved a violently bloody death for their many sins. That goat’s blood was shed as a price for sin, showing us how Jesus would die in our place for our sins. The second goat was allowed to run free with its sins forgiven, showing us how Jesus would not only die for our sins but also take them away.
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� I wish there was time to talk about the angels. Angels never knew grace. When they sinned, they were cast out of heaven with no means of reconciliation to God. (2Peter 2:4) How the angels must marvel at God’s love that he should give his own son to die for us wretched humans. They can never understand grace, since they can never experience it. Our understanding of the nature of God is therefore superior to that of the angels!





