I Peter 2:13-17
Why keeping to the Speed limit is an act of worship!

Very practical

Being a good citizen, our responsibility to our government, local authorities, etc.

Keep in mind the situation the people were in! Worse than any of our governments/leaders. 
Think who Peter knew – Herod who ordered the killing of babies; Herod antipas, who executed John Baptist and who OK’d the killing of Jesus; Pontius Pilate, who had Jesus beaten; herod Agrippa, who had james Killed andn would have killed him too! And nero, barbaric – b37AD, came to power aged 17; first yrs OK, but paranoia grew under plots to kill him. Murdered brother and mother and wife executed; blamed faire in Rome on Xians to quell rumours he started it. Persecuted Xians; used Xians as torches in gardens, games for dogs and lions. Suicide aged 31.
So Peter wasn’t naïve about the reality about political corruption, etc. he didn’t live in a Xian nation. Yet – look what he says here – v13-17! (esp 13 & 17)

Why? All leaders appointed by God. Nebuchadnezzar in OT – Dan Ch 2:20-21, 37-38.
This is why God expects his people to be subject to human authorities, even those who are corrupt. We can’t pick and choose which ones we’re going to obey.

Three heads to help us through these verses: 
1. Our obedience to the law of the land is an act of worship! V13 ‘Be subject for the Lord’s sake’.
All of life, even our political life, must reflect our relationship to God. We obey them because we obey Him. 
‘For the Lord’s sake’ – we do it for him, it’s a means of glorifying God. Not simply to keep our reputation, but also to enhance and promote His reputation. Cp v15 – ‘It is the will of God …’ v16 – ‘as servants of God’. See how God is the #1 motive in the way we live and our relationships to the authorities over us. Obedience to the laws of the land is an act of worship! It is for the Lord’s sake! 
Why keep the laws? Why not littering, paying taxes, not speeding? Is it merely out of fear or guilt? Or for financial benefit (or not as the case may be!)? Or because ‘our party’ is in power? 
No, there’s a much more noble reason – it’s because it’s one way we show we honour God, it’s the fruit of our submission to God. Oh man, I’ve a lot to learn! Lord, help me to remember this when I drive! ‘I’m doing this for the Lord – not just so I don’t get a speeding ticket and get family moaning at me!’
So we are to obey the law as an acrt of worship to God. But how far does that go?
2. We are to submit to every man made law – v13. We are to submit to whatever authority is over us – Queen, prime minister, local government, police, etc. 

But what about when the law requires us to do something that violates the laws of God? Well, then and only then can we break the law and refuse to obey Cp Acts 4:17f, 5:27. 
Well, thankfully, despite the way things are going, there are not many examples in this country where this happens at the moment. Praise the Lord, thank him for the mercies of freedom we have.
Doesn’t mean we have to agree with laws or legislators, or even like them! Doesn’t mean we can’t criticise government. Just cast a glance at the end of the letter will you - 5:13 ‘She who is in Babylon …’! He’s cp the authorities in Rome to the ancient city of Babylon, which was known as a symbol of everything that was bad and wrong. So Peter is not uncritical – in fact that description tells us exactly what he thought of the authorities!
But he still tells us to submit, respect, obey those authorities. We can’t just choose not to obey those in positions of responsibility over us because we don’t like them! Rather, unless they demand we do something against the Lord’s express commands we should obey them. 

Our Lord tells us the same thing through Paul in Rom 13 – see v1-2. These people are in place for our good, (cp 1 Pet 2:14); they are God’s servants, therefore we must be subject to them. Better some law by those who abuse their position than no law; look at the anarchy in Iraq, Afghanistan when the rulers and authorities were dismantled without something effective ready to take its place. As bad as Saddam was, at least people felt safe to walk the streets and go about their business. Likewise in Afghanistan – although the Taliban were hated by most, there are many that would welcome them back rather than continue with the chaos and violence that is now part and parcel of life. This is not to legitimise them, but simply to show that even bad rulers are better than no rule! Neb wasn’t a god fearing man, nor was Cyrus in the OT – but they were expressly called the servants of God, who were used by Him to work out his greater purposes on planet earth.
Is this unquestioning obedience? As I mentioned just now we are favoured in our country that we have freedom to voice our opinion, Peter didn’t have that right, but he tells them in v16 to use what freedom they had. 
So it’s perfectly right and proper to let the authorities know what we think. I’d go further – I think it’s our responsibility to do that. But we should not break the law and should, at all time show respect.
This of course raises all kinds of practical issues. What about prohibitions (on whatever grounds) of religious expression? Infamous cross on chain. Tough one, but to remove it wouldn’t have broken a law of God, wouldn’t have been a sin. Might well have been a restriction of her liberties but that’s a different matter.
3. Our obedience to the laws of the land is evangelistic – v15-16.

This links us back to v12 that we mentioned briefly last Sunday. ‘See your good deeds and glorify God’. The same sentiments flow into these verses; here’s how you silence your critics! Ignorant because they spoke ill of the Christians but had no idea of what they were talking about! Xians accused of all sorts of things – cannibalism, incest (bros and sisters!) insurgency and lack of respect to the emperor. What was the way to counter those criticisms? Words? Arguments? Well possibly some would try that – but the best way was by action and lifestyle. Let them see that they respected the emperor, let them see they weren’t bad citizens – but rather were actually very good ones. Let others see that these Xians actually made very good employees – who could be trusted, who were reliable, who worked hard and honestly. Put the employers in a position where they were actually looking out for more Xians to employ!
We cannot always say anything – it’s not always appropriate; but we can always live as servants of God before others and live out a sermon more eloquent than any words. 
Here’s a question – in your work, circle of friends, family do you have a reputation for honesty, integrity, trustworthiness? Are you sought out for counsel, advice? Do you set the standards in terms of morality or are you just one of the rest? Do you stop from getting drunk, do you stand apart when others are abusing the opportunities the office environment gives? Do you get to work on time, work hard, and finish late? Will you cover for other people – willingly going the other mile? 

You obedience/submission/respect to those in authority over you will speak volumes, even when you don’t speak. Without those actions your words, when you do try to speak will fall on deaf ears!

V17 – summary 
· Show respect to everyone – everyone, not just the leaders. Everyone has an innate dignity. Whoever they are and whatever they are like
· Love the brotherhood – although we honour everyone we are to have a special regard to our spiritual family members. Church obviously isn’t something that’s just an add on!

· Fear God: Although we honour the king or other people we are never told to ‘fear them’. Our respect and honour to God is to be on a different level to how we treat or think about others! Yes, there is a point at which we should ‘Fear God’ – he is, after all a consuming fire. We love him and have a closeness of relationship that allows us to call him papa, but he’s still God – in whom is the power of life and death, for eternity! Maybe a little more fear of God wouldn’t be a bad thing!
· Honour the King: Don’t fear him, don’t have to love him, but we are to honour!
How do we honour/respect someone with whom we disagree? Who promotes unbiblical conduct and actions?

· By recognising that they are in office by God’s decree

· By embracing the fact that they have been made in the image of God

· By being careful in the language we use in criticising them. Don’t belittle. Criticism – yes; ridicule – No!

· By being humble in the way you oppose them. None violent; be fair, objective; don’t use caricature or misrepresentation. Avoid opinion but always appeal to the truth of the Bible.,
· By praying for them
