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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

To Die For #10

Marriage & women – 1 Peter 3:1-7

As we said last week, the first sentence of Ch3 is striking! It stands in direct confrontation to so much of the cultural norm or our times. One doesn’t have to be a radical feminist to find the instructions here eyebrow raising!! Husbands nudge their wives, who in turn mutter ‘not on your life’! But regardless of our reaction when we read it we really need to ask – What does it mean in practice?

Notice also that this is specifically about order in the home; its wives / husbands, not life in general.

So critical question - what then does God mean when he instructs women to be subject to, or submissive to their husbands?

Look again at definition of headship: “The divine calling on a man to take primary responsibility to lead his wife and family into the fullness of Christian maturity and to love them like Christ loved the church”.

Then look at submission: The willingness of the wife to acknowledge her husband’s God given role to lead & love the family as Christ does the church. 
Some duplication from last week, but looking at it from woman’s side.

1. ‘Subject’: what it does and doesn’t mean!

· Submission is not grounded on any supposed inferiority of the woman or superiority of the man. 
Sometimes the creation of woman in Gen 2 is pointed to as evidence that woman is somehow less important, a secondary value to a man because she is referred to as Adams  ‘helper’ in Gen 2:18. But that is to forget that many times God is described as the ‘helper’ of his people! Eg Ps 118:7. Are we to conclude that somehow God somehow inferior to humans?! 
Rather it actually implies that man is incomplete without woman; and not just because of sin! He needed a helper, he was incomplete before the fall. It shows that the husband will never be all he can be without his wife. Men we just cannot live without them! You really will not be better off without them when marriage works as God set it out!
Cp also Ch 2:13 – does he mean that those who he calls to submit to rulers are less value/worth etc than the civil rulers? Of course not! Later we’ll see he calls on believers to submit to church leaders – same thing, does that mean they are less value or less like God? No. It simply means that there is a distinction in roles and that subjection to divinely delegated authority is a good thing. Of course there are those who abuse this – but that doesn’t change what it says. 

· Does not mean that wife is obligated to follow husband if he leads her into sin. Cp 1 Pt 3:2 – respectful and pure. Implication is that wife isn’t to seek to gained husbands favour by doing what is wrong, impure, but rather what is right. She doesn’t have to offend her conscience or the will of God just because husband asks her to or to please her husband. #1 calling and responsibility to God not husband. Same rule as in Ch 2:13 – about obeying laws of the land. Husband has responsibility to lead according to God’s word 

· Submission does not mean that a wife is chained to the sink, just waiting for instructions and to serve the needs/demands of the husband and family! Again historically this has been a mistake frequently made – that the husband is the bread winner and the wife simply does what he says! Well – there’s an easy answer to that; look at. Cp Prov 31! What sort of wife is pictured, and so highly commended there/ is she a stay at home mum, dutifully just doing what the husband tells her to do? No, this wife, who is so highly esteemed by the Lord is clearly highly motivated and industrious; she takes initiative on behalf of the family. She buys and sells, she runs a business, multi talented and gifted. Takes initiative in finance – giving to the poor. The gets learning so she can speak with wisdom and hold her own in the world of commerce. She takes a watching brief over family affairs! 

Wives who struggle with the concept of ‘submission’ and rebel against the ‘traditional’ wife role should be hugely encouraged by this wife here in Prov 31! 

God’s instruction here in 1 Peter and in Eph 5 is not then ever meant to be stifling to extrovert women! If you have flair and initiative and business savvy – then go and use it! The LKord comments such a wife, just as much as the one who feels more comfortable staying at home. I’d go so far as to say that some husbands need women like that! Doesn’t mean he abdicates his God given responsibilities to lead and love his family, but some men just don’t have initiative and need a woman to bring it out! The point I’m making is this – that there is no one Biblical pattern for men and women to fit! Not all men are ‘Ramboesk’ go getters and not all women are all stay at home timid people. Some are, some aren’t – neither is wrong! Submission does not require women to be tied to kitchen sink!
· Submission doesn’t imply unquestioning agreement! A mistaken view of leadership is that the leader must always be right!. ‘I’m the leader – it’s my responsibility to make decisions and yours to follow me!’ It might surprise some men to know that their wife is allowed an opinion – and that that opinion is valid! Cp Prov 31:26. Cannot be right that she can have wisdom about business but not allowed to share that wisdom in the home and family! Some men feel threatened when their judgement is questioned! Genuine questioning and even loving criticism is not inconsistent with being in submission! It’s OK for wives to have opinions and preferences! It’s not being un-submissive to advise, suggest or even request things! 
You see, very often the wife is cleverer than the man. For such women this teaching, wrongly applied, can be very frustrating, especially if her husband isn’t a leader! A wise husband will realise his wifes strengths and acknowledge superior skill, understanding and wisdom and use that to guide his leadership. Cp Prov 31:28 – husband praises her for who she is and what she does!
Let me give a very easy example of this: here in church. I’m the leader, but I know that some of you know a lot more about some things than I do. What do I do – ignore you simply because it’s my responsibility to make decisions? No; although I’m called to lead the church I seek to consult, take advice and often lead in the light of that! Just because I’m the leader doesn’t mean I’m the best at everything or know everything! That may come as a surprise to some of you!! It’s the same in the home! 

2. What does submission consist of?

· Submission is primarily about attitude, not drawing up a list of responsibilities! Attitude that is willing to let man take the ultimate responsibility leadership in the home. This isn’t about who does what – and how chores are divided up. 
· Submission is ultimately about obedience to Jesus. Cp Eph 5: ‘as to the Lord’. I yield not because you are my lord, but because Jesus is’ Cp 2:13. That’s the ultimate motivation.

· Submission involves encouraging your husband to become the man of God that the Lord desires him to be. (Which paradoxically is exactly what the husband wants for his wife!)  Practically that means backing him in suggestions he makes that will promote the Lord in the family; supporting rather than discouraging him in the spiritual disciplines of prayer, bible study, service, worship, giving, etc.  Affirming him and showing confidence in him as he makes good decisions. 
And if this seems hard remember this – that as your husband gets to know Jesus and becomes more like him more the better husband and father he is likely to be!
As we close just note that this instruction is given to all wives, including those with husbands not yet Christians. Indeed for them this is seen as a means of quiet evangelism.

Prayer: 
