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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

‘To Die for’ -  #12 

How to Triumph over Trials - 1 Peter 3:8-22
I usually start September with a ‘State of the Nation’ type vision sermon, but have noticed that we tend to still have people away so I’ve postponed it for a week. So today we’ll continue with the 1 peter series we’re calling ‘To Die For’ – a faith worth dying for; written to people enduring real, tough, life strengthening opposition and trials

I hope that you’ve all enjoyed the 3 weeks we’ve had looking at the roles and men & women in marriage and that you married ladies in particular are finding life a lot better at home as a result!!

Ch 3:8 brings us to a new section in the letter, and we’re back to that main theme of encouragement and instruction for coping with trials in life – especially those that come as a result of our faith and commitment to honour and follow Jesus as Lord. 
(Don’t you just love it when we preachers say ‘And finally’ and then speak for another 10 minutes! Well this is where we get our biblical warrant for such liberties! Peter does just that here - only half way through and he says ‘Finally’!!)
The shift here is not just in theme but also the focus of his instruction. He moves from addressing the married people in the church to addressing everyone. What he’s about to say applies to them all – ‘Finally, all of you …. ‘
Reading: Nigel G:
To understand scripture properly we must always keep the context in mind; these instructions are not just pleasant platitudes in a vacuum; they are said for a reason. The majority of those Peter was writing to were hurting in one way or another. Because of their commitment to follow Jesus and honour him as Lord they were made to feel outsiders in their own communities and families (‘Strangers’ – 1:1). The persecution they were experiencing came in many forms – most obvious was physical, but it was also emotional, financial, and mental. 
Will be the same for us also! If you claim to be a follower of Jesus and are serious about it you can be sure it will lead to some difficulties in your life! (That’s a common NT expectation! – cp 4:12, John 15:20, Acts 14:21.) Thank God that in this country at this time it is still rare for a Xian to be physically abused for his/her; (thank him for legislation that protects us from overt prejudice) but our common experience is to be made to feel outsiders, to be thought of as a little bit suspect/strange (maybe to be pitied), certainly to be misunderstood, and maybe (shock horror) the butt of jokes. All pretty low level stuff, but none the less when repeated it can be draining mentally and emotionally and can sap our joy & vitality.
We are also subject to the normal suffering of life – ill health, sadness, disappointment, uncertainty, loss of job, finance concerns, etc, etc.

How do we deal with these things? Well, we could just grit our teeth, put on a stiff upper lip and try to carry on as normal, pretending it isn’t affecting us. But that wouldn’t be truthful would it! Or we can slip into the other extreme of wallowing in our misfortunes, suffering, or trials. Some do this and seem to delight in their ‘victim’ mentality; their difficulties become their identity! 

Neither of those response is really helpful, nor appropriate for Christians! Peter gives two pieces of positive advice/instruction – first concerning the way we relate to each other as Christians and the second the way we respond to those who cause the trouble. If we imagine suffering as a weight (it does feel like a weight sometimes doesn’t it – weighing us down) then Peter gives us two things to counterbalance this, two ways in which we can triumph over trials
1. By allowing trials to make us value Christian fellowship – v8. 

In the midst of their trials and difficulties peter instructions these believers to take great care and value each other. If others are against you then whatever you do don’t start making it harder for yourselves! Rather value, take care of your family and those who love you. Siege mentality – it builds real resolve and strength, we’re in it together. Football managers use this. The world is against us – let’s not feel sorry for ourselves rather use it for our good.
Peter gives a list of things we should/must cultivate as God’s people (local church and inter-church)

· Live in harmony’ – when things are tough the last thing you want is strife in the camp! Church should be a safe haven, not a continuation of the war zone! Harmony lit means ‘oneness of mind’  - now of course in a church family we’re going to have differences of understanding of parts of the bible and preferences as to how things are done. But Pete is saying her that we must seek to major on the majors and minor on the minors. The battle we’re in is difficult enough without us suffering casualties as a result of friendly fire – in house arguments and disagreements. We’ll hold tenaciously to the majors - Jesus, way of forgiveness, Bible; but we’ll agree to disagree when necessary of less important things like = music, dress, end times, translation, language. Local church and wider church must focus and major on what we agree on and let the other things go!
· Have Sympathy:  It’s a hard person that doesn’t have sympathy with someone who’s struggling. Church should be a place where we can share our struggles and know we’ll be listened to and help where possible. We all struggle with different things, what one can ride out another can’t – let us be sympathetic to others not like us! 

· Show Brotherly Love – loving, sticking with through thick and thin, success and failure, good and bad, agreement and disagreement. Blood is thicker than water.
· Be Compassionate - lit ‘tender-hearted’ speaks for itself doesn’t it! Not hard hearted towards others. Easily moved, sensitive.

· Demonstrate humility. Nothing worse when you’re struggling that to be around others who give impression of being aloof, better than you, who seem to look down on you for not being stronger! Church, let us be humble, understanding, knowing that we all struggle in some areas.

This then is the first response to suffering – treasure what we have in the church and all do all we can as individuals to promote it, maintain it. Second response is the 

2. By using trials as an opportunity to secure God’s blessing – v9-12.

That first verse was about the way we treat and respond to each other; the next few verses are about the way we respond to people who are the source of our suffering! ‘Do not repay evil with evil, insult with insult, but with blessing because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing’, v12. The instructions are clear – but notice the reason given ‘so that you may inherit a blessing’. Hard as it may be to do the promise of the lord here is that this is the way to secure his blessing. He bases what he says on Ps 34. 

You want God’s blessing? This is the way to get it. But, what if I don’t? someone says, it doesn’t seem to get me very far! Ah – look at v12: the eyes of the lord, the ears of the Lord! He sees, he really does see, and he really does hear! He knows, and he’s storing up a blessing for you. You will get it!! If he doesn’t rescue you, change your situation yet there is a good reason for it. His delays are not denials – you MUST hold onto promises like this. Cp: Gen 15:16 – ‘In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure’
3. By using trials to create an opportunity to share the gospel – v15
In responding to trials or persecution like this those who oppose you or who watch you in the trials of life you will create opportunities to say why you react like you do – v15. Note that that verse is in the context of trial and the question obviously arises because people are impressed with the way you bear trial and suffer. 

Prayer: Grace, courage, faith to trust.
