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Transtorming lives for the glory of God





	Date preached: 3rd October 2010
Sermon series: To Die For (1 Peter)
Sermon Title: Live Like There’s No Tomorrow!

	Bible Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-11

	

	

	


	


A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Living like there’s no tomorrow! - 1 Peter 4:7-11
How do you cope with pressure and deadlines? We all face them – home and family, things that have to be done by a certain time, bills that have to be paid, letter/emails that have to be sent, washing that has to be done, food that has to be prepared.

Most of us prefer not to have deadlines looming, but truth is that most of the time these things concentrate the mind and make us more productive. 
There is no greater deadline that a sense that life itself may be about to end. People with a bad health diagnosis invariably say ‘Well I’m going to make the most of the time I have’. Time is a precious commodity and when we don’t have much of it most people want to use it well.
Key verse is 4:7 where Peter reminds his readers that their time on earth was limited – ‘The end of all things is near’. They wouldn’t be on earth for long, things wouldn’t stay as they are forever, the present order of things would soon come to an end, a great change was soon to take place.

1. Troubles and trial will not last forever. 

This message/fact was important for this readers because, remember, they were living with trial and trouble that was severe already and very likely to get worse! He couldn’t promise them a magic wand to fix it – even as people of God! There was no promise of immediate escape or change of circumstances. No telling them to have more faith, to believe more, etc. Trial and trouble is the way it is sometimes. 

BUT, says Peter, it wouldn’t always be that way! Time is coming when Jesus would return and then everything would be changed. This return of Jesus is a key, key theme of Peters encouragement to these people. Time and time again he refers to it:
· 1:5 salvation ready to be revealed in the last time

· 1:6 trials and suffering are only for a little while

· 1:13 "Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed."

· 2:12 live good lives because day of visitation is coming

· 4:5 the judge is standing at the door; Christ is holding Himself in readiness to judge the living and the dead at His return will mean vindication and victory for us

Those of you that sometimes struggle to keep going - I cannot promise you release yet; the Lord may say that now for a little while you have to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. We pray that he may be gracious and lift the burden, change your circumstances. But he may have a really good reason that we as yet can’t see why he allows it to remain. If that’s the case then I point you forward to the time when Jesus comes again, to the time when everything will change! As God’s child he has something more wonderful than you can imagine waiting for you, something that will far outweigh all the trials and trouble you’ve suffered in this life.  
In the mean time, whilst we wait how are we to live? Well in view of time being limited for us on earth it’s paramount that we make the most of it!

2. Have a clear commitment to God – v7
‘Be clear minded and self controlled – so you can pray’
In the light of the circumstances – trial and trouble - we’re not going to survive of make a success of this life by ourselves, we’re going to need His help. So we need to pray – but we’ll struggle to do that if our minds aren’t right and under a measure of control.

· For young people seriousness is not very hip – but we must be serious about our faith. 
· Older people – we can get so concerned about life, health, children and all worried and anxious about things. 
· Both are wrong! We must not allow ourselves to be swept along  by emotions or passions, excitement or worry. All need to have a controlled mind and be thinking straight; keep things in perspective, not letting our minds run riot either with fun or anxiety.  
Key point is to keep God first in our thinking and priorities; allow him to dominate your thinking and decisions. 
And keep praying! The reason for self control is so you can pray. Without prayer we’ll continually struggle. Individuals and as a church. Jesus took nights out to pray, prayed before important decisions and regularly took time in the day to talk to Father. If he needed it then we do even more!
3. Have a clear commitment to each other – v8-11
In difficult times we not only need God but we need each other. So not only keep praying but 

· Keep loving - v8-9. Love each other deeply. ‘Deeply’ = fervently.; zealously, enthusiastically – Gk implies putting an effort into it. It’s to be an action things, not just words. Agapao – sacrificially, selflessly. And there’s a reason for this. If we don’t, if we alolow ourselves to become self centred then we’ll easily be would up by others. But real Xian love over looks the faults of others, covers a multitude of sins. In times of stress and difficulty most of us say things and do things (or don’t say/do) that come out the wrong way! Relationships can become strained, we may take frustrations out on others in way we talk or respond. Or what we expect from others. But deep Christian love will cause us to put in effort to overlook, forgive, understand.  
· Keep being thoughtful – v9: Hospitality is about sharing with others – food and homes, etc. In Peters day to follow Jesus could mean losing family, job, house and income. For such they would be dependent of others kindness. Today few of us would suffer that sort of treatment, but being a Xian can be lonely and to have others being thoughtful in practical ways is such a help. 
Also with people moving about, new area, no friends, no network – being a friend, sharing with them is so helpful. So look out for others in need – help and support each other.  
· Keep serving v10-11a) Hospitality is just one a ministry of service, there are a multitude of others. The H/S has given each of us at least one special present gift to use for the good of the church. The gifts He gives us are not only to be used to build us up, but also and primarily to serve others. His purpose is not that you should use your gifts to please yourself or hide, but to help and bless other people. Peter divides these gifts into two categories: speaking gifts and serving gifts
· Some are ‘speaking’ gifts – we serve by teaching, explaining the words and ways of God
· Some have ‘serving’ gifts - The serving gifts would be anything done with the abilities God provides to help someone else. This could be anything from playing music, to welcoming people, to baking cakes, to going shopping, to keeping the accounts or cleaning the premises. 
In all these ways we help keep our focus off ourselves and on the Lord & others, we help them keep going and keep praising God so that he, in everything, gets the glory.
Remember at all times – the Lord is returning, coming back. We pass through the valley of the shadow, we don’t stay here forever. Hold on, keep your mind focussed on him, don’t let it wander, don’t be distracted, however easy that may be. And let us all help each other and especially when we go through tough times, experiencing the furnace of affliction that though it may hurt us, will never harm us.

Prayer

Sing: From the squalor (last verse = Jesus return)

