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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

‘Not A Fan’ – Luke 9:24
Recent survey of women regarding the men in their life: 

· ‘Does your man have any annoying habits’? 48% of women agreed or thought ‘maybe’!

I haven’t discussed with Andrea what she put down about me – I’m just glad it was an anonymous survey! I have to confess that I know of one habit I have that really annoys her and I am working on it! I’m trying really hard to cut down, and for the last 2 weeks I’ve done really well, I’m down to about 15 a day! OK- I’ll have to own up - 
Forum of ITFC supporters, and it’s 15 min’s a day. On the forum there is a long running debate among some as to what makes a real supporter; it’s a bit of one-upmanship really! Some go to every game, home and away, some just home and some in between. Several are like me and for various reasons rarely if ever go to watch them and in honesty don’t contribute to the club in any meaningful way! Yet I still want to be included among those who call themselves ITFC fans. 

I looked in the dictionary at the definition of ‘Fan’ this week – guess what it said?  ‘any device for creating a current of air by movement of a surface or number of surfaces’. OK, so our in-house survey suggested that some men can do a good impression of a fan at times!!

A second definition was more helpful – ‘an ardent admirer or supporter’. Well I think that describes me and ITFC well!
Where is this leading? Well I saw a headline on a website this week that said ‘Why I’m not a fan of Jesus’. Needless to say, such a headline did just what it was meant to do – it caught my attention! So I read on, expecting the worst. What I read though was very challenging concerning the way we regard our relationship with Jesus. It stimulated my thoughts for this message tonight – so let’s start by reading the appropriate bible passage:
Luke 9:22-26 & 57-62

What Jesus says here, in a nutshell is that he’s NOT looking for fans… He’s looking for followers. I’m a fan of ITFC, but it costs me nothing. Followers who are willing to follow him regardless of the cost and despite the cost, followers who are committed for the long term. 20x in the New Testament, Jesus issued the call: “Follow Me.”  He didn’t say ‘follow me on twitter’, ‘support me’, ‘cheer me on’, ‘add me as a facebook friend’. Jesus is not interested in mere fans.  He doesn't even want enthusiastic admirers, He wants completely committed followers.   
Married’s – can you remember the carefree days of pre marriage? You remember the excitement of seeing the girl/boy and plucking up courage to talk to them, or hoping they’d talk to you? Remember the growing friendship stage? The ‘do they like me back? Spending some time together and wondering ‘Are we an item?’! ‘Will you go out with me?’ - which indicated a degree of exclusivity. 
And remember when after a while the inevitable question arose ‘Where is this going?’ (Usually from the girl!). There is that period in relationships of ‘Is this serious?’ ‘What sort of relationship is this?’ 
I’m asking the same question regarding each of us and Jesus tonight. Are you a fan or a follower? I guess most of us are fans – or we wouldn’t be here, but is that all it is? Jesus wasn’t really impressed by the number of fans he picked up – and he had a few when he was here on earth. For a while wherever he went he picked up a huge crowd. But he wasn’t impressed with that. Neither is he impressed with numbers in our churches, or how well we know our Bibles, or our fish sticker on the car. None of those things necessarily make us a follower! Jesus says that if we want to follow him we must deny ourselves and take up our cross daily.
At the end of the chap this fan or follower thing shows up again. We’re given three little cameo’s of men who were certainly fans – but it seems were not willing to be followers. Why not? 

Fan 1: - v57-58
‘I’ll follow you!’ – ‘OK, but be aware, I don’t do creature comforts!’ Jesus perceived that though he talked a good talk this man was actually more wedded to comfort than commitment to Jesus! (I’m sure we’re only getting the main points of conversation, not the whole thing! Quite probable that Jesus had been talking to him for a while) 

And the call to take up our cross to follow Jesus still raises that clash for many people. Take up your cross is actually the very antithesis of most people’s world view these days. Most are looking for get comfort not ways to give it up! Comfort is actually the god of many people, it’s what they work for and live for; but there’s nothing comfortable about following Jesus! 

So as you think about your relationship with Jesus ask yourself a question: is it a relationship of convenience or commitment? 
I learned a new word this week: Flexetarian  - a vegetarian until meat they like is on offer! That’s a good way to describe some people commitment to Jesus – committed until something they like more crops up; committed until his way clashes with their wants/desires. (I’ll follow but don’t talk to me about money, sex, forgiveness, etc!)
Fan #2 – v59-60
Just to clear up misunderstanding: looks like his father had died. But he hadn’t! This was an expression to say ‘I’ll come when my parents have passed away’. I like you Jesus, you’re great, and I will follow you – but not yet! There are things I need to do – I’ve a responsibility to look after my parents, etc!
This man is typical of so many – relationship with Jesus treated like we treat a diet or exercise regime – I’ll start tomorrow. Today I want my cream cake! I’ll follow Jesus when I’m a bit older, when I’ve finished studies, when we start a family, when the children have left home, when I’ve retired, etc. Snooze alarm!

Is there something that your saying ‘Let me do this first’? I’ll follow you fully later! The longer you leave it the harder it becomes and the more you miss out on in life! 

Fan #3 - v61-62 

‘I’ll follow, but let me just go back and say goodbye to family’ – Another excuse that sounds understandable, noble even. But Jesus sees that it reveals that the man’s heart is more with his home than with him. The man’s mind would forever be elsewhere – looking around at what was going on around or pining for what he’d left. ‘’
Jesus response highlights his expectation of single-mindedness, whole heartedness. Can’t follow me and forever be looking back! No half measures – it’s in or out, Fan or follower!

Jesus knew that in each of these people’s lives there was a third party, a person or passion or priority that came between Him and the person.

So the question is simple: Is Jesus one of many, or is He your one and only? 
We may be fans, but it doesn’t make us followers. I’m an enthusiastic supporter of ITFC but they are not my #1 priority. Fans of Jesus may support him, vocally, but he still remains one of many. And Jesus is clear that this isn’t an option. Jesus says the most important command is to love the lord with ALL your heart, ALL your soul, ALL your mind, and ALL your strength. 
That may seem a hard call – but it’s the heart of it! Following Jesus isn’t for wimps – it calls for radical, wholehearted, costly commitment. Let me conclude by reading you an extract of a message on this theme that I read this week: He didn’t come to this earth so that you would be better behaved or to tweak your personality or fine-tune your manners or smooth out your rough spots. He wants total transformation. The objective of the gospel is not to make you a well-behaved person but to turn your life upside down. Jesus didn’t come to change me but to kill me. When I quit fighting for the controls of my life and surrender everything to him – when I die to myself and live for him I find life that that is truly life. We come thinking tune-up but Jesus is thinking overhaul – we think just a little makeup is what we need and Jesus is thinking makeover.  



    

Fan or follower? Decision time tonight!  
Prayer
