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Transtorming lives for the glory of God





	Date preached: 9 January 2011
Sermon series: Heaven
Sermon Title: Heaven – Looking forward to it?

	Bible Reading: Hebrews 11

	

	

	


	


A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Heaven - #1
Heaven – Looking forward to it?
Little boy about Sunday school! ‘Jesus wants me for a sunbeam’ – ‘But mum I don’t want to be a sunbeam’ just about sums it how many people think about heaven!

What’s heaven like? Well – it’s playing harps, or singing all day, every day for all eternity! Great!! OK if you like classical music – but what if you don’t? What if that’s not you’re idea of fun? Heaven isn’t going to seem too great then is it! 
Sadly, tragically even for many/most genuine, bible believing, Jesus following Christians heaven often doesn’t seem to hold the attraction it should. And that’s a tragedy – on two counts
i. We’ll settle down in this life too comfortably. Far too many of us Xians hold onto this life way too much, value the things of this life way too much, to the point where their biggest dread is dying and having to leave it all behind! Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 1 Jn 2:15-17. Of course we can/should enjoy what we’re given – every good gift comes down from our father above. Take it and enjoy it, but don’t live for it, crave it. We’re to live for the giver! But if we don’t have a sharp and keen on on where we’re going then we’re going to take our eyes off the destination and settle for the journey instead! Phil 2:3 speaks of ‘glorying in Christ Jesus’ – delight in him, live for him, boasting about him. Theme of conversation, goal and motivation. He before everything else. Jon Edwards resolution ’To endeavour to obtain for myself as much happiness, in the other world, as I possibly can’! Now that’s a rare mindset – but delaying gratification is only possible if we have something better to hope for – if not what’s the point?!
ii. We won’t have the motivation to persevere through the difficult times. 
You may remember a couple of years ago we got to join Andreas parents for 2 week med cruise to celebrate their golden wedding. Sadly it’s not something we’re likely to repeat any time soon! However I remember the sense of anticipation before we went. We booked up 18 months in advance and having heard so much from so many people about how brilliant they are (I haven’t heard anyone who’s actually been on one come back and say they didn’t enjoy it) we were eagerly looking forward to the experience. I had a few reservations (it wasn’t my kind of holiday – I like to get away from people) but even so, I love travelling and the thought of going to 7-8 different places and being able to eat as much as I liked kind of off-set the disadvantages!

For the whole 18 months we’d regularly talk about it; at home and when we got together with the wider family - what we thought it would be like, what we’d see, what we wanted to do. In the middle of winter we’d pick up the brochures or look at video’s on YouTube; we’d listen to Robin & Julia tell us how wonderful it would be.  Jamie told me afterwards it was his lifeline to help him through the drudgery of school!! The thought that at the end was ‘The Cruise’!! 
Sad you might say (all I’ll say is that the reality far exceeded all our expectations!!) but the point was that it was something to look forward to and that helped in all kinds of ways!!

I think Florence Chadwick would agree! In 1951 she became the first woman to swim the English channel both ways. She was a good swimmer! In 1952 she set out on a shorter but equally challenging swim – from Santa Catalina Island to the Californian mainland. Despite it being July it was not a good day – the sea was exceptionally cold and she was soon circled by sharks. In addition it was very, very foggy.  He support boats took care of the sharks and for 15 hrs she swam, encouraged by her support team on the boats that accompanied her. But eventually she said she could go on no further, exhausted she was pulled from the water. She had never failed before and this swim was well within her physical ability – but she couldn’t do it. Why?  At a new conference a little later she said "Look, I'm not excusing myself, but all I could see was fog, if I could have seen land I would have made it." Here’s the point, it wasn't the fear of the sharks, the tiredness she felt, or even the cold water that defeated her. It was the fog. She was unable to see her goal. 

Two months later, she tried again. This time, despite the same dense fog, and the coldness of the water she succeeded – even beating the men’s record by 2 hours! What was the difference - she swam with her goal clearly pictured in her mind. She knew that somewhere behind that fog was land and this time she made it! 
In our lives we too need to have something to look forward to, somewhere we’re going, a destination. And as Christians we have just that – Heaven! Heaven is the harbour we are sailing to, heaven is our ultimate destination and that is a wonderful motivation and comfort when the fog of life engulfs us and we cannot see our hand in front of our face.
How did Jesus comfort his beleaguered disciples on the night he was arrested ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled, believe in God, believe also in me. I am going to my Father’s house to prepare a place for you; I will return for you one day and take you their also’. He pointed them forward to better times. The Apostle Paul (a key leader in the early days of the church) once famously said ‘I don’t know which is best – to stay here for you or to die which means I go to be with Jesus, which is far better’. He could face possible execution gladly – why? Because he was looking to something better! Back in the OT Abraham up sticks, settled job and prospects and took his family on a journey to who knows where in obedience to the call of God. Why? By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, …  for he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God! He was looking forward to heaven! Or Moses – what persuaded him to leave the comfort and prestige of the Egyptian palace to choose to be ill treated with the people of God? "He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. He was looking ahead, he was seeing, what was invisible to others.

Here’s the thing – these people were all able to sacrifice or forsake things others thought of as rights, because they had a different sense of perspective; they lived by a different reality – and so must we. Jesus said "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven". This was the peoples in Heb 11 motivation. 

Our Lords instruction through Paul in Colossians 3:1-2 - Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things isn’t just religious duty, it’s a practical incentive to live a God honouring life.
Or what about -  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be. 
But we’re not going to forsake earthly things and set our eyes on heavenly if we don’t really know about it. ‘The cruise’ was a great motivation, something to look forward to. We researched, read , etc – and in a way that’s what I want to do for a few weeks on Sunday mornings. I believe that the Lord wants to excite us about where he’s taking us and what we’re going to enjoy. My prayer is that the H/S will inspire us to take the words of I believe the Lord wants to encourage us with this in the fog of life. If you haven’t got anything to die for then you’ve nothing to live for. I want to show you that what we have ahead is something to die for. I’d love nothing more than if someone came to me and said – well I can’t wait to die! 

I hope to strip away some of the myths and misunderstanding about heaven – where it is, what it’s like and what we’ll do there. When people read 1 Cor 3:2 “No eye has seen, 
what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” — the things God has prepared for those who love him” they immediately think that we can therefore not know anything about it. But we can! The Bible speaks about it a lot & with God’s help I hope to clear a bit of the fog (I’ll probably have to explode a few myths along the way!)– and give you a clearer idea of just how wonderful your future home is. Of course we cannot know it fully, but I hope when we’re done it will seem just a little more exciting, appealing to us all.
What planning to look at? Where is it? what is it like? What will we be like? What will we do? Will we recognise others? Will we remember the past?

Prayer: For a clearer sense of vision that will help us to hold more lightly the things of this world. That we will fear death less and will be more steadfast and confident in the fog of life. 
