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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Genesis #3
Creation – pt 3

So far – it’s all about God! He did it, out of nothing! That’s the big, unequivocal teaching of Genesis 1. We’ve seen that we cannot be certain about when he did it – ‘beginning’ could well refer to an unspecified period of time, and ‘heaven and earth’ means ‘everything there is’ – the entire universe. Nothing in the text to demand that we interpret this creative activity of God as 10,000 odd years ago, it could have happened 10,000 yrs ago, it could have happened 10 million years ago – we just are not told. 

What we do know is that in v2 the earth was an uninhabitable wasteland – ‘formless and empty’. Whether that’s how God created it or what it became as a result of some catastrophe we don’t know. Some writers point out that the word ‘was’ in v2 can be translated ‘became’ and suggest that this wasn’t how God originally made it. They say that God wouldn’t create something that was such a wasteland, that he always creates things perfect and complete, fit for purpose. A formless and void earth doesn’t fit that criterion. So something bad must have happened in between 1:1 & 1:2 and it’s suggested that this was the rebellion of Satan. (Gap theory). 

I’m not convinced by this (though I don’t dismiss it completely)  but I don’t want to spent time examining it further here. Plenty of websites and books (Like A W Pink).
Instead we’ll move to look at things we can see clearly – and that is that in v3 God got to work on this uninhabitable world and set about transforming a world that was deserted and uninhabitable into a world that was good and ready for the pinnacle of his creation – us, to live in.
You see, bear in mind that we know from scripture that from eternity past God had chosen a people for himself, so we know that human beings have a special & unique relationship with him. His intention for the earth was always to have people on it. He made this globe to display his glory and as a home for human beings, Homo sapiens. This is what he’s working towards in creation. We’ll also see this in the heaven series.
So what have we to start with? – a world that was dark, and very likely covered entirely with water. This is the raw materials for the next stage of creation. Those who believe on an old earth say that the rest of Ch 1 is God largely moulding & ordering what he’s already made, those who consider each day to be distinctly creative – something new coming out of nothing every day. What all agree is that in v3-26 (days 1-6) God is preparing the earth for man to inhabit. 
These six days may be divided into two parts. 

On the first set of three days God

i. Brought forth light & prepared the sky with clouds – Day 1 
ii. gathered the seas together – Day 2
iii. made the ground dry, and brought forth vegetation – Day 3
He did all this so that the land would no longer be a disorderly wilderness. He’s preparing the land for habitation. On days 4-6 he sets about filling the prepared earth.
On the second series of three days God 
i. declared his purpose for the lights in the sky, designating times and seasons – Day 4
ii. filled the sky with birds and waters with fish – Day 5 and 
iii. filled the dry ground with animals & most importantly and last of all, when everything was ready for us, with human beings/mankind. Day 6
An interesting thing to note that in many (most!) cases during all this the ‘out of nothing’ creation word isn’t used! No mention in v3-6 of God making anything, just speaking. In v7 God ‘made’ the expanse is ‘asah’ forming, not creating out of nothing, likewise in v16 where God ‘made’ (‘asah’ed) the two great lights. I don’t want to read too much into this, but the very fact the two words are used indicates that we should be cautious about asserting too much certainty as to what was happening.
And notice the sequence – sky, seas, ground, sky seas, land. God is always a God of order. There is first preparation and then filling – order and purpose. I personally find this significant because this fits so well with what science has since discovered! Science in fact confirms the Bible rather than contradicts it, especially if we understand the Bible text to be referring to an old earth.
Now, several of you said how helpful last Sunday was and encouraged me in what I was saying; there was one question many had - ‘What about the days’? 24hrs or ages. So let me just touch on these! 
Again we should be humble enough to admit that there is great debate on this and Bible believing scholars debate whether they were lit 24hrs or long periods of time, so it is clear that certainty is unwise! Key question – can the day/age idea stand up biblically? Can a biblical rather than scientific or anecdotal case be made for it? Remember – it’s never, ever enough for us to say ‘Well science and physical evidence says it is so it must be, regardless of what the Bible says’. If this is the word of God then it MUST be right, and if science seems to differ then it is science (or at least our understanding of it) that is wrong, not the Bible. What we find increasingly is that science time and again confirms the Bible – so please don’t put the cart of science before the horse of the Bible! 
So what does the Bible say? Can a Bible case be made for a long day? Well, really all hinges on what the Heb word used in Gen 1, and translated in our Bibles as ‘Day’, really means. The word is ‘Yom’ and a short search will reveal that it is capable of at least three meanings. For eg:  
· Gen 8:22 - “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” Here’s it’s used to refer to the period of light as opposed to dark 

· Gen. 39:10 – ‘And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her’. Here’s it’s clearly 24hrs.
· Gen. 2:4 – ‘These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens’. (ESV & AV) 
Or Josh 24:7 But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the wilderness for a long time. Both these clearly ref to a longer period of time than 24hrs
Yom is inconclusive. So why the ref to ‘Day’, with specific mention of morning and evening? Simply because is purpose was not to describe the time scale of creation, but the order and purpose in God’s action. 

This is emphasised further when we notice how God speaks of each day. He mentions the start and finish of each day; and each ‘day’ period (24 hrs or not) starts not with morning but with evening and ends with morning! I believe this is significant because it is a further indication that the purpose of God’s revelation here in Gen 1 is not simply to describe the time scale, but much more the purpose and progression. Darkness to light at each stage. Chaos to order, wasteland to habitation.
This is always the way with God. In all creation and in every action since then he’s bringing order from chaos, unity from division, healing from pain. It is in fact the central theme of the Bible. What is the big Bible story? God’s actions to rescue lost people – this is the big narrative/story. We can get lost and fall out over the secondary things if we’re not careful; we must not lose this central theme that it’s all about God, all about his plan and actions to bright light to darkness, order to chaos.
It’s why Jesus came, it’s what we see in Jesus ministry – restoring broken lives. Opening the eyes of the blind, healing crippled bodies, setting the demon possessed free – always bringing order and light from chaos and darkness. Jesus came as the light of the world – why? To drive out and to dispel the darkness of the Satan.

It’s what he did, and is doing in our lives. Reconciling us to God, bringing light, driving back the chaos, bringing order; changing our minds, our hearts, guiding us through his word and by his Spirit to make better, wiser decisions. He’s transforming us, as he first transformed the primeval earth, into a habitation for his Spirit. 
And it’s what we’re to be about as his people – individually and as a gathered church, seeking to bring light to the community, seeking to bring the transforming influence of Jesus to those around us; he calls us to work with him in this, for the good of others and the glory of his name.

So there is so much in this creation account where people differ; you may disagree with some things I’ve said. That’s OK – as long as we keep the big picture and purpose in mind – It’s all about God, by God and for God. Transforming darkness to life.
