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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Heaven - #5
Will we have valentines in heaven?
Quick recap on what we’ve covered:
· Present heaven: closer than we think, not just up there somewhere, real but will, together with this earth be totally renewed when Jesus comes again. 

· Eternal heaven - A real place, here on earth as heaven and earth are joined once more as they were originally. Not entirely new creations – we’ll be on this earth, which will have gone through a purging, renewing process to destroy all evidence and every trace of the effects of sin. 
Key promise is of resurrection – we’ll have new bodies; not the same as were buried, but a continuation of them in a wonderfully better form. New bodies, like Jesus res body. Continuation and renewing are the key words. 
It raises the question of what we’ll be like and what our life in this new existence, this new earth will be like. How far will the continuity go? 
Jon asked the questions last time – Will we drink coffee in heaven?! Will there be education, will we be able to learn? How about business, work, trade? What about new technology, travel, science, nature, animals? Will there be art, music, culture, entertainment and sport? What about friendship, relationships, marriage? Will we have dreams, hopes, goals? And said you’ll have to wait for next week. Well it’s next week – so let’s have a look!
Key to answering these sorts of questions is to understand that in our eternal heaven we’ll be living on this earth. It will different for sure to how it is now because it will be purged, cleaned of all traces & effects of sin; but it will not be a different planet; it will be earth, but perfect! There will be continuity from the old to the new, it won’t be completely destroyed and remade.  It is this fact of continuity, together with inferences from the Bible that allows us to have a bit of legitimate speculation as to what life on the renewed earth will hold for us. First question then, with valentines day tomorrow (hint, hint men!) 
1) Will there be valentines in heaven? (or will there be ‘significant others’? will we have relationships, families, special friends?)

Well there’s good news and bad news on this (and you can take it which way you like!) – we will know each other, we will have friends, there will be significant others – but there will not be marriage as we know it now! Matthew 22:30 says that ‘at the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage’. This was Jesus reply to the Sadducees (who didn’t believe in life after death and resurrection) when they tried to trick Jesus with this issue by asking him about the woman who had seven husbands - whose wife will she be in heaven! Matt 22:28. 
But this only is because earthly marriage will be superseded by a far greater, more perfect, more fulfilling, more secure marriage - our marriage to Jesus. Our earthly, human marriage is in a way just a signpost (an important one for sure) to our relationship with Jesus. All that a marriage down here is meant to give us we’ll find perfectly in heaven with Jesus – unbreakable friendship, security, satisfaction, wholeness, fulfilment, completeness, love, admiration, etc, etc, etc. Our relationship with Jesus and his with us will secure all these things, perfectly forever.
That’s really good news for those with difficult or disappointing marriages; it’s good news for those who haven’t married but would love to be. That pain will be one of the things washed away when we get to enter the new heaven.

For those with really happy and enjoyable marriages it is often a source of sadness that the specialness your share with your spouse will be no more. But be assured it will get even better! You will not miss what you have now! How can you miss new skoda when you can instead drive a new Ferrari? Or whatever!!! 
But will we know our families? Yes, absolutely we will! In fact being with them again will be part iof the joy of heaven. Remember 1 Thess 4 how Paul writes to reassure and encourage those who had lost believing loved ones. His encouragement was that when Jesus returns he will ‘bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him’ v14, and that we who are alive will be caught up to meet them in the clouds and we will then be with the Lord forever – v17. Or a little earlier in the letter where, in a slightly different context he says ‘For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy’. Paul's joy in heaven will be added to by the presence of these people. 
This answers another question as to whether we’ll recognise our loves ones in heaven. Of course we will, how could they add to our joy if we didn’t recognise them! It means there will be a level of remembering also.
Will there be valentines in heaven? Yes – but, the real valentine will be Jesus!

2) What will we do in heaven? Will there be work & leisure, etc. 
Well again on the basis of continuity I think it is very likely we will. More importantly the Bible itself says we will! When God first made Adam he gave him work to do. ‘The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.’ Work was not the result of sin, it wasn’t a bad thing! It was part of God’s perfect Eden, his perfect human life on earth. We’re made to work. I’m speaking this tonight in our Genesis series so come back or listen on line if you want to here the full version!
Work became hard, menial and frustrating only after sin came in and God cursed the earth. One of the renewing things God will do at Christs return is to remove the curse – Rev 22:3 ‘No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and the lamb will be in the city and his servants will serve him’. ‘Serve him’ is a doing word, sounds like work to me – but with the curse removed it won’t be hard! 

What will that ‘service’/work in heaven be? Speculation maybe but what about

· Maintenance of creation – farming and general maintenance (someone will have to look after it just like Adam did!) pruning trees, cutting grass

· Cultivation, distribution and sale of food

· Transport, roads/paths to maintain

· Builders/decoraters, etc. Jesus said we’d have spacious places to live in. Someone will have to decorate them & look after them.
· Certainly government and ruling

All this might seem like speculation, and to a degree it is. But given the fact that we’re going to live on a real earth, in real bodies it seems reasonable to draw some conclusions for that! Adam had to eat; Jesus ate after his resurrection to prove that he was real and not just a ghost. Why would we be different? 

3) Will there be animals in the new creation?
This is an interesting question! Lots of people hope there will be, but it’s commonly assumed there won’t be because animals do not have souls in the way that humans do and will not therefore be raised when Jesus returns. But a closer look at the Bible actually indicates that animals probably will be part of the new earth. 
In Isaiah 65 the prophet looks forward to the time after Jesus has returned new heavens and earth. Speaking of that time he says ‘The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the LORD’. Some say this refers to some time before Jesus returns – but it cannot – it has to be afterwards. Only after the new heavens and earth will all harm and warfare cease

If you’re not convinced think what God said after the flood. The flood was a time of terrible judgement, when God started again – but he saved the animals along with the people. When the waters had subsided he specifically refers to a covent with the anuimal kingdom as well as the humans  - look at Gen 9:9-17
– ‘I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.”  17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.” 

God’s plan for the new earth after the flood specifically included animals and living creatures – why should not the next one. He made them and he made them good. They were part of what he delighted in. Why then should we not think that he’ll include animals and birds in the new, perfected, restored and eternal heaven? Why should he exclude that which he made and declared good? Only that which is bad will be excluded.
So maybe we’ll even have pets as well!

There’s a huge amount more we could look at and you may still have questions. Let me have them and we’ll try to deal with them at the Q & A in a few weeks time.

But we’ll leave this subject now. What have we learnt? 

· Heaven is a real place, people there now are conscious, happy and at rest, and is probably a lot closer than we think.

· But it’s not what it will be.

· When Jesus returns this earth will be poured of all traces of sin; it will be restored and renewed to God original intension and heaven and earth will be joined as they were before.
· This earth will be part of the new heaven, we’ll live here in new bodies, eternally perfect, totally fulfilled and satisfied in every way in Jesus.

· We’ll know others and their presence will add to the joy of heaven.

· We’ll work in good, meaningful, satisfying employment for Giod and each other

· And it’s very likely that we’ll have animals (quite possibly pets) and birds to enjoy.

· But our chief delight will be Jesus – besides him everything else will fade in importance. He will be our all in all, completely, permanently. No more wants, no more disappointments, no more sadness, no more frustration – ever!

It just remains for me to ask if you will beb there? He wants you to? He wants that so badly that he came and lived and died so you can be. Died for your sin, came to open the way for you to be restored to him.

Will you admit it, confess it and ask him to forgive you today? Receive him as savior and master and today you’ll be accepted into Gods family and given the right to be called a child of God and given the keys to heaven.

Why not do it now! 
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