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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 13th March 2011
Series name: The Beginning of Everything
Sermon # in series: 10
Sermon Title: The Beginning of Grace!
Bible Reference: Genesis 3:14-24

A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Genesis 3:14-24

The consequences of ‘The Fall’ (The Beginning of Grace)
Terrible affects for everyone and everything – but even as we trace this I want us to observe the grace of God.

Three main sections in this passage and we’ll look at each in turn:

· Punishment 
· Covering

· Expulsion 

Let’s look at the punishment first.

1. The pronouncement of Punishment 
a. Note 1: God deals with Satan first – deals with the problem then the people. He is judged and condemned first.
V15 is a key verse – ‘enmity’ = hostility, mutual loathing, antagonism. This enmity will be between the woman and her offspring and Satan and his followers. Here is a promise that there would always be a war, a disruption on earth between two sides. Satan and his followers forever against those who follow God. 
V15b – this hostility will climax in an ultimate confrontation between Satan and a particular individual seed of Eve’s. The details are not furnished here, but what we have is the first inference of the coming of Jesus and the role he will take in Satan's final defeat. 

From this first cryptic reference flows the rest of History. This plan of Gods to defeat Satan and rescue mankind becomes is the big, grand narrative of the Bible. From this time forth we trace the war between Satan and those who follow God; we trace God’s plan and Satan’s attempt to forever disrupt and destroy it.

It often seems to our eyes, even in our day as if Satan is winning, that good and fairness and truth will forever remain pushed down. But the last part of v15 tells us this will not be the case.  ‘Crush’ and ‘Strike’ are actually the same word, no real warrant for translating differently. The big difference is between ‘head’ and ‘heal’; one would be mortal and final, one would be painful, but not ultimately fatal. 

So the first thing God does, before he says anything to Adam and Eve, is to give notice to Satan of his final doom. He deals with the main culprit first. The blame lies fairly and squarely with him. How good and fair God is! Even in the midst of this disaster he deals with things in a fair and thoughtful way.
That done God now turns to address Satan's victims, Eve, then Adam. They were duped by an evil enemy, but the truth is and the facts are that they choose to disobey, rebel against their God. As such they are guilty and now face serious consequences. God’s judgement on them is terrible, but not, ultimately terminal. Life would be hard, things which should have been a delight will now prove grievous and troublesome. 
b. God to Eve: 2 things: Pain in childbirth & desire for husband. 

· Pain in Childbirth: The very thing for which women are uniquely and wonderfully formed and wired up by God will be the source of greatest agony and suffering.
· Desire to domestic control – probably even worse in effect than pain in childbirth! Desire is not one of pleasure, but one of dominance. Here is the inevitability of feminism! Women wanting to take the place of men, fighting, desiring supremacy and control. Ch 4:7 is the best commentary because it uses exactly the same expression. It’s a desire to control.

And that is what has been happening ever since, and causes more pain and suffering in homes and marriages than anything else! Now, there is a huge ironic tragedy in all this! What most women want is security, respect, intimacy, a sense of being cared for and wanted. These are the very things that are best found in marriage and motherhood. However, what so often happens that even in these very relationships there is a tendency for dominance, control, rule, - which thus destroys the very thing she most wants! In so many families the wives, I think without realising it, tend to take control; the husband, for a peaceful life lets her do it with the result that the wife then thinks she’s got a useless husband, and a husband that feels henpecked! We laugh and joke about it but it is the reality so very, very often. 

One of the best things we can do as Christian husbands and wives is to roll back the curse and get things in order. Men - love as Christ loves; take a loving, gentle, fair, thoughtful lead that will inspire your wives confidence and trust; live and work and care in such a way that will provide the security, safety and intimacy that will allow them to flourish. 

And wives – give them space to take this lead!  Stop trying to rule, stop trying to take the husbands role! “But I don’t you say!” Hmm, no, often you don’t even realise it, so subtle is the tempter! But it happens none the less, whether you realise it or not. What about when you use your sensuality or sexuality to get your own way? What about when you play the emotional card or the feelings card to get your own way? What about those tears when you don’t get your way, when he doesn’t do what you want? Is it not all ultimately to get your own way? 
I don’t think I have to outline it all – we all know how it works! At the end of the day it’s manipulation! Some will say this is sexist – but I’m just being realistic! And what I’m describing is nothing more than the working out of the curse. Subtle, unrealised (I’ll be gracious!) grasping for and usurping of the husbands role hinders the very thing most wives desire and long for more than anything else – a safe, loving secure, flourishing, prosperous, God honouring, self satisfying, fulfilling marriage.
If this section doesn’t describe you, - men if you’ve got it right and ladies if you never manipulate then well done! Keep it up and God bless you. 
c. God to Adam: Your work will become hard – the ground he was supposed to dominate and cultivate, the ground that would have been easy and helpful to work with, will now dominate be uncooperative. In other words, making a living will be hard work. One writer I read said it’s why we get paid – no one would choose to work hard, get stressed, sweat, etc if it wasn’t for the pay! 
People wonder why life is hard, why things don’t work as they should, why we battle against illness, natural disaster, age, each other – here is the answer! It’s the result of the fall. Look no further.

But, and we have to say it, this is not the end of the story! Yes sin has wrought chaos on the earth and to our lives – but it’s not out of control. Right here we’ve seen that God in his own divine, sovereign way is working out a plan of rescue. We might not understand it, we might wish it was quicker and different; but we are not Giod, we don’t know all things! 

Let it be enough for us to know that our Jesus will re-enter the battle and finish the job he’s started – he will crush Satan's head, Satan will be utterly defeated and punished and right will win.
So this is all punishment. Let me quickly mention ‘coverings’ and expulsion.

2. God’s gracious provision of new coverings – v21
Remember how A & E had made some rough coverings out of fig leaves to cover their shame; here God takes them off and gives them some proper, durable, suitable clothes – v21. Notice - God did it! He’s about to send them out of the garden, but before he does he makes sure they have some proper clothes; he cares for them.
Notice also what they are made from – animal skins. God kills an animal in order to provide coverings for them. Something has to die to cover them.

Once again, though it’s not explicitly mentioned at the time we cannot but help notice God’s grace in providing covering for the effects of sin and that his covering involved death. 

As the story unfolds we find that this is always his way – sin has it’s effects but God acts to deal with it, and sins effects are always dealt with by the death of another. Climaxes again in Jesus, who died and whose blood deals with our sin. He is our covering, but had to die first.

Lastly

3. Expulsion – v22-23
God forcibly drove them out of Eden – v23. Seems unkind, but again it’s an act of grace. Why? Because he didn’t want them to eat of the tree of life and end up living forever as they were; he wanted them at least to die so that from the ashes a new and glorious resurrection could come. 

He needed them to be free from the curse of eternal death until the time was right for the 2nd Adam to come – the 2nd Adam we read about in Rom 5:12f. Jesus, who came from God, resisted the temptations of the evil one at every point, who kept the law of God perfectly; who totally triumphed where the first Adam failed – and then who died the guilty sinners death so that we, the guilty ones could have life. ‘Hark the herald angels sing’ – (Praise! Version v4 & 5) He came, lived, died and rose again so that we may be forgiven, accepted and received by God. So that instead of being driven away God says ‘come near’ draw near’.
And in Jesus the power of sin has been lifted. Of course we still live with the effects of sin and daily fight against it, but in Jesus we can have the victory. In Jesus we can say ‘No’ to the enemy and he has to leave us. In Jesus husbands are free to be husbands and wives are free to be wives and so enjoy the relationship God intended us to have. Work is still hard, but in Jesus we can find purpose and redemption as he enables us to rise above the mere drudgery and see a greater purpose of service to him and others. And when Jesus returns we’ll return to that wonderful relationship with God on the renewed earth as heaven and earth are one again.
The answer then to our world’s problems is not in education, not in medication, not in finance, not in self discovery or self believe, not in independence or enablement of the individual. The answer to our worlds needs is Jesus, who alone breaks the power of sin and removes the curse.

Thus we are God’s people and witnesses on earth have a more important, significant role than anyone else! Transforming lives for the glory of God. The gospel, the message of Jesus is the most transforming message we can have. What a priv.

Let’s do it!

Prayer: For us to live in the redemption we have; for husbands to be the strong leaders God made us to be, caring, thoughtful and worthy of the respect of our wives.  I pray for wives to be willing to let their husbands be what God has called them to be and not to try to dominate. I pray we’ll find work fulfilling and not just tedious; and I thank you lord that the 2nd adam came, broke the power of sin, crushed Satan head and we look forward to him coming to complete the job.
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