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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Believe’ #2
Series in Johns Gospel

Purpose: That you might Believe! 88x. 
Belief is really important because what we believe will affect our feelings, our enjoyment or not of life and our ability to deal and cope with what life throws at us. We all want to feel better and to have a good foundation that helps limit the ups and downs, emotional/feelings roller coaster is the best way to do that. 

Johns purpose in writing is that we might have a strong belief in Jesus and that we might be better for it. His aim as he writes is to encourage and strengthen the faith those who believe. He wants us to be confident & secure in what we believe about Jesus because there is real benefit in that. 

He also wants to challenge those who don’t yet believe. He sets out credible evidence that Jesus is who he said he was and why it’s reasonable, and sensible to believe/trust him as Saviour and leader.
Anyone remember what John said about the structure?  
7’s! ‘I am’s’ and ‘signs’ (And why is 7 significant? - symbolises perfection in the Bible)

OK, so let’s get to work on the book itself. John starts with a big, broad introduction to the man the book is all about – Jesus.

Lets read Ch 1:1-13 (Nigel) 
1) Jesus - The Word - Ch 1:1-4
John opens the account with this clear, unequivocal statement about Jesus. It is clear that the Word refers to him, as he goes on to talk about him coming into the world, people rejecting him, etc.

Why ‘The Word’?  Words are the things we use to express ourselves, how we reveal our true selves; how we let others know what we are thinking. So it is through the Word, Jesus, that we supremely learn what is on God’s mind. As we look at Jesus we see God. Col 1:15 ‘The image of the invisible God’. Image means ‘visible representation’. The writer to the Hebrews says that Jesus is ‘the exact representation of (God’s) being.’ Gk word is ‘character’, as in letters. The thrust is that Jesus is the exact impression of Father. Word would be used to describe the imprint of a coin in mould, etc. What you see in Jesus is what God is like.

What does he say about The Word? 

a) He has always existed: ‘In the beginning was the Word’ literally means ‘before anything else, The Word was’. Jesus was around before creation, and the Greek that John uses clearly implies that the Word was not created but has always existed. The words used convey the thought of eternity, unchangebleness. That is the Word! He was, is and he always has been.

b)  He was with God. Having told us that Jesus existed before the creation, he now tells us where he was; - he was in the closest possible connection with God. He was totally at one with him. 

NOTE: The Word and the Father are not the same, they are not identical. But they are at one.

c) He was God! This is a staggering statement, and leaves no room for manoeuvring. Not ‘a’ God, he was God. The Jews knew there was only one God, Jehovah. John makes no bones about the nature and person of Jesus. He is God, just as the Father is God.

We get into the realms of mystery at this point, the mystery of one God, yet three persons, the trinity. Difficult for our minds to get round, yet it is here in scrip and we have to do it justice. 

Egg illu (shell, white and yolk)
Just in case we have not yet got the message John repeats it in verse two!!  Jesus was with God when everything came into being. 

d) Active in creation: It was through him that everything was made! v3. He wasn’t just a bystander at creation, he was involved in it, he did it!! He is the very source of life, v4.

John is building up for us picture of the importance of Jesus in anything that happens. Nothing happens without him. We find the same thing in Col 1:15-20, read.

This then is Jesus. No ordinary man, not even a mere man. More than a prophet; more than a teacher; more than a miracle worker, etc, etc. He is God, he existed before the world, he was central in creation, and he came here to earth. He’s our creator!! You would think that he would be welcomed with open arms, but tragedy of tragedies the vast majority turned against him and rejected him,v5 & 10-11
2) The Rejection of the Word.

v5 - ‘The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.’

v10 - ‘He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him.’
v11 - ‘He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.’ 
What sad reading, but why did they reject Jesus? Simply a faulty perception of what the Messiah would be like, would say, and would do.

Jon mentioned this last time - the Jews had long looked for and expected a Messiah, a rescuer, a saviour from God. OT full of promises of this great leader who was coming. They were longing for him to come to put things right. But what they wanted put right wasn’t what God knew needed to be put right! 
The nation of Israel had fallen on hard times. It was occupied by Roman military and the people were subject to Roman laws, paying taxes to Caesar, etc. They longed for a leader to lead them in uprising against Rome. They were looking for a tough talking, military figure that would rally the people and kick out the hated Romans, who would lead them back to liberty, setting up a kingdom where Israel would be central and everyone subservient to them. The kingdom they looked for was geographical.

Jesus didn’t match up to this expectation. He was a humble, gentle person. More at home with the outcasts and children than the military. He spoke a message of love and forgiveness; he spoke about sin of the heart and attitudes. He said that even the religious needed to be born again! The Kingdom the Messiah was supposed to bring never did materialize.

The expectations of the people were wrong. Over the years/centuries a false picture of the Messiah had taken root in the people.  They now had a caricature picture in their minds of what the Messiah would be like. 

Much the same thing still happens today. People want help, look for help on their terms. Many look to Jesus but want him to do what they want! But he doesn’t operate on that level! Thus they reject him (overtly or in effect) when it becomes clear that his terms are not what they like. 

How about you? Struggling with his terms? Maybe disappointed with him? Not doing what you hoped? Don’t reject him – let him be who he is; yield to him and his ways and his peace will come. Which leads to think briefly and lastly at 
3) The Gift The Word brought, v12.

It’s a tragedy when people let their prejudice and selfishness keep them from listening to what Jesus really says and does. Tragedy, because he comes to bring something far better than people actually desire! The Jews in Bible times wanted their land back, they wanted their identity back, but Jesus came to bring a kingdom that would never end and an identity more precious than any other. He came to give people the right to become the children of God – v12. They wanted the law but he offers something infinitely better to all who would believe in his name. Adoption into his family, heaven to look forward to, God’s personal care, protection and help. Seriously, who wouldn’t want that? 
How do we get it? Simply through ‘Believing’ – v12; just means to trust him, to depend on him for forgiveness. Receiving him means receiving his message and implies receiving him as Lord, to follow and serve. 

This is just staggering isn’t it To think that this has been given to us! And not just for while, but unendingly. We need to keep this perspective when things get difficult.

What a tragedy to reject such a person, one full of grace and truth. To all who believe today he gives the right to become the children of God. Will you, do you, believe today? 
George Bev Shay: 

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold;
I’d rather be His than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands, 
I’d rather be led by His nail pierced hand.

Than to be a king of a vast domain
Or be held in sin’s dread sway,
I’d rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause;
I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause;
I’d rather have Jesus than world-wide fame,
I’d rather be true to His holy name.

He’s fairer than lilies of rarest bloom;
He’s sweeter than honey from out of the comb;
He’s all that my hungering spirit needs,
I’d rather have Jesus and let Him lead.  
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