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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 22nd April 2011 AM – Good Friday
Series name: Easter 2011
Sermon # in series: N/A
Jesus – our passover lamb
Bible Reference: Exodus 12:1-11
A disclaimer from Pastor Jon
I am often inspired, provoked and corrected by such luminaries as John Piper, Mark Driscoll, Wayne Grudem, John McArthur, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Charles Spurgeon and many others. If you know their writing and preaching well, you will no doubt sometimes find their thoughts, illustrations and quotations scattered throughout my sermons. I make no claim to original thinking; indeed I am very wary of anything that seems new or unique – it seems unlikely that the Spirit of God should reveal something to me that he has chosen not to reveal to the great preachers and teachers of the past! I try to footnote direct references to other peoples’ material, but sometimes they are just there in my head, perhaps from something I have read months or years ago, and I don’t really know where it’s come from! 
Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Good Friday – the day we set aside
 to remember Jesus’ death, on the cross, for us. Same time of year as Jewish Passover. We remember that Jesus is the ultimate fulfilment of the OT:
1Corinthians 5:8 Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

Exodus 12 – God’s people - captives in Egypt. Stuck. Can’t do anything about it. Egyptians far more powerful than they are. God says – I’m going to punish sin - Egyptian and Israelite – and at the same time, I’m going to bring you freedom.
The way I’m going to punish sin – every firstborn male will die. People and animals.
 Death is going to come to every household, without exception. Because of sin. Sin leads to death
. 

God’s people the Israelites - not exempt – they are guilty too – just like us. All of us have sinned – all fallen short of God’s glorious standard
. All deserve to die. 
But there’s a way of escape – they can escape this death if a lamb dies in their place. Why does God arrange this complicated way of getting freedom for his people? All looking forward to the ultimate freedom that Jesus would one day buy on the cross. Passover looks forward to the Cross. The lamb looks forward to Jesus.

Detail, briefly
:

The Passover Lamb…was enough
 Exodus 12:3 …each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 

Take 1 lamb – not 2 or 7 or as many as you like. Take 1. 1 lamb was enough for everyone in the household. Didn’t matter how good or bad they were – whatever their sin was – whether they had told a lie or killed someone. 1 lamb was enough. 1 lamb was sufficient.
Jesus - our Passover Lamb - is sufficient. Whatever sin we have committed – he is enough. Don’t need any more than him. He met all the requirements of the law
. He’s big enough and good enough to take all our sin.

The Passover Lamb…must be perfect
Exodus 12:5 …without defect

The lambs had to be perfect. You couldn’t just use any old lame, half-blind animal that was about to die anyway. Had to be a perfect lamb
. 

Jesus – our Passover Lamb – was without defect – never sinned. Everyone in the history of the world has sinned. Except Jesus. So we all have the problem of dealing with our own sin. He never had any of his own sin, so he can help us deal with ours. He was without defect – without any moral guilt of his own – that’s why he can help us.

And isn’t it amazing and such an encouragement that God is so interested in the quality of the sacrifice, not in the quality of the sinner making the sacrifice. What I mean is this: You could be dressed in smelly, dirty rags. You could have flies buzzing around you. You could have committed terrible, grievous sin. But as long as the lamb was perfect, the sacrifice was accepted, and the sin paid for. 

And as we come before God, we need to keep our spiritual eyes focussed on Jesus. We are accepted by God not on the basis of what we look like, where we’ve been, what we’ve done, what sin we may or may not have committed – but on the basis of the purity of the Passover Lamb – Jesus. 

How easy it is to start thinking, God isn’t interested in me since I did xyz. I am accepted by God – not because of my perfect life – my life doesn’t matter – I‘m accepted because of Jesus’ perfect life. That’s why we can be confidence before God
. Not about me. All about Jesus.

The Passover Lamb…must be killed on the 14th day
Exodus 12:6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight.
The lamb was sacrificed on the evening of the 14th of the Jewish month of Nisan. 
That was precisely when Jesus died - at Passover.

The Passover Lamb…was the substitute
Exodus 12:7 …take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses where they eat the lambs.
Where the blood was wiped over the door frame of the house, God would not bring human death to that house. Death came to every house. Lamb or person. The lamb died so that the people wouldn’t.
Jesus – our Passover Lamb, dies, so that we won’t. Death came to him so that it wouldn’t come to us. Substitution. 1Peter 3:20 Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God.
The Passover Lamb…must be burned
Exodus 12:8 …they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire.
Not good enough to stew the meat, or eat it raw. It had to be roasted – it had to be burned. And any leftovers had to be completely destroyed by burning
.

Surely this speaks to us of the wrath of God against sin
. Hebrews 12:29 “Our God is a consuming fire”. God is angry with sin. Not fashionable in some Christian circles to talk about the wrath of God. He’s all about love. Both-and, not either-or.
And I beheld Gods love displayed

You suffered in my place

You bore the wrath reserved for me

Now all I know is grace. 

You see, God hates sin with a burning passion that you and I cannot begin to imagine. 

And Jesus, on the cross, takes our sin on himself – all our sin – our anger – our lies, our greed, our hurtful words, our abuse of others, our hypocrisy, our religious pride, our perversion, our pornography, our lust, our rage, our boastfulness. Jesus takes on himself the sins of murder and paedophilia and rape and drug-dealing and wife-beating and people-trafficking
. All that, and more, and worse. It all becomes his. And God’s wrath is against his own son as he hangs there on that cross. The Son of God becomes sin for us
.

No wonder the lamb had to be burned.
And isn’t this love! God gives his only son – so that whoever believes in him might not perish but have everlasting life.

So, putting all this together:

The Passover Lamb…must be applied to each person
Look how the people were rescued from Egypt – and how we are rescued from death and hell now:

· It wasn’t enough that they were Israelites – God’s people. That was not enough to get freedom. 

· It wasn’t enough to have a lamb in the house – as if it’s presence would be enough to turn away the wrath of God. 

· It wasn’t enough even to have the lamb sacrificed and the blood collected in a bowl. 
· The blood of the lamb had to be applied to the door frame if it was going to do anything. Had to dip the hand into the bowl of blood – little piece of hyssop plant - wipe it liberally over the door frame. 
Being a churchgoer today – or living in a country that has a Christian heritage - isn’t enough to be saved. It’s not enough today to have a Christian culture – to read the Bible, pray, give – to have some Jesus-influence in your life. It’s not enough today to believe the theology about Jesus – to know the Bible and be able to say, yes, Jesus died for sinners.
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross holds no benefit to us unless it’s applied to my heart. Unless I realise that it’s my sin that he died for – my punishment he took – my death he died. Until you do that it’s all just theory. Need to see our own need of saving, and apply this life-saving blood to ourselves. 
Have you applied the blood of Jesus to your door? Or is it still in the bowl? Pleasant experience? Of course not. But necessary. Repentance and faith isn’t fun. But it’s vitally important.
The Passover Lamb…brings forgiveness and freedom
Finally, look at v2: Wonderful hope!
Exodus 12:2 This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year.

So? Before this time, they were in a different month. God is saying, from this point forwards – from Passover onward – this is where you start counting. This is your first month. It’s as if the other previous months hadn’t happened – as if they didn’t matter anymore – they’d been superseded.

Amazing truth here – in just that little throwaway verse (hint – there aren’t any throwaway verses in the Bible!) Passover marked a new start for Israel. And Jesus death at the cross marks a new start for us too, once that blood is applied. 
Your life starts here. With his death and resurrection. With your sin being paid for. With his death in your place. New life starts at the cross. 

And the past is wiped away. As far as God is concerned, your record is unblemished. Never will he bring to mind what has happened in the past Jeremiah 31:34 I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more. 

It’s forgiven – atoned for – dealt with – gone.
And you have a new life – new start – new hope – new future – new eternity. Guilt is gone and freedom is ours! And just like the Israelites, we can now walk free – free from guilt, from bondage to sin, from trying and failing to please God by our own good works. 
Their forgiveness and freedom was because of the death of a lamb, at Passover. Ours is through Christ, crucified for us. He is our Passover lamb.
No wonder John cried out with amazing prophetic insight: “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29)
Only right response is worship.
Quiet – silent prayer – confession – application of blood – thanks for forgiveness – worship.

Songs: Oh to see the Dawn; In Christ Alone; Depth of Mercy; Come and See; I Once Was Lost in Darkest Night; One Day When Heaven Was Filled With His Praises; When I Survey; All Hail the Lamb; Man opf Sorrows; Old Rugged Cross.
Other relevant passages: Hebrews 10:1-18; Deuteronomy 16:1-8; Numbers 28:16-25; John 13:1, 19:31
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� Was Jesus actually crucified on the Friday before Easter Sunday? It’s very difficult to piece together the exact sequence of events. Every model I’ve seen (Jesus died on any day from Wed-Fri) seems to have deficiencies and/or not fit with one or more Biblical texts. Key verses include: Matthew 12:40; Luke 24:1; Luke 23:54 (but note Leviticus 23:5-7, 31-32; Mark 14:13 perhaps suggests the Last Supper was at an Essene guesthouse, and they celebrated Passover a day earlier than the Pharisees, but see Matthew 26:17 (Mark 14:12 & Luke 22:7) which seem strongly against that.; Mark 16:9; John 18:28, 19:14; Matthew 27:62-64. My current feeling is that it’s not possible to be definitive about the date of Jesus’ death because the Biblical data is unclear.


� Exodus 11:5


� Genesis 2:17


� Romans 3:23


� Much of this is at least inspired by a chapter in an obscure Chinese book (by translation!): The Seven Feasts of Jehovah. Christian Book Room, 1957. p22ff


� Romans 8:3-4


� Edited out for space: The Passover Lamb…must be in the prime of life


Exodus 12:5 The animals you choose must be year-old males…


The lamb must be in the peak of its life. Not a tiny newborn. Not old and on the way down. Peak fitness. Think of lambs as little frisky, fluffy things – weren’t killing those. 1-year old lambs – big, strong, knock you over. Passover lambs sacrificed in the prime of life & strength.





Jesus - the Passover Lamb - was strong. Jesus didn’t die as a helpless victim – like a baby lamb – but as a mature adult in the prime of life. He could have resisted – he could have retaliated – came to arrest him – asked him if he was Jesus of Nazareth – “I AM he” – invokes the name of God. Drew back and fell to the ground� - some invisible shockwave! He went willingly. Like a sheep before it’s shearers is silent, he did not open his mouth. (Is 53:7) He could have retaliated – more than enough strength to do so – but he didn’t.





� Specifically, it had to have no broken bones, either before, or during the sacrifice. See Exodus 12:46 and John 19:36


� 2Corinthians 3:4-5; Hebrews 4:16; Ephesians 3:12 + lots more!


� In addition, none of the animal’s bones were to be broken (v46) cf. John 19:36


� In addition, some commentators note that the lambs were selected on the 10th of the month, tying in with Jesus entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). Some even go so far as to say that Jesus entered into Jerusalem through the same gate as the Passover lambs would have entered. This idea goes back at least as the Puritan Stephen Charnock (d.1680) (Christ Crucified. Christian Focus, 2002. p59) 


As noted above, I don’t, at this point, think the Biblical evidence is strong enough to be able to definitively tie Jesus death to an exact day/time, except to say it was during Passover. It’s another big leap to say he entered into Jerusalem on 10th Adar. Some commentators believe that Jesus was in Jerusalem for considerably longer than a week, because the gospel narratives seem to have him do more than would be possible in just one week. (E.g. Edwards: PNTC:Mark, Apollos, 2002. p332)


� Exodus 12:10


� Stephen Charnock: Christ Crucified. Christian Focus, 2002. p60


� I Once Was Lost, Jordan Kauflin. Sovereign Grace Music, 2008.


� This point first struck me listening to a sermon by the rapper and hip-hop artist, Shai Linne. I’ve subsequently read something similar in Mark Driscoll’s book Vintage Jesus. Crossway, 2007. p114.


� See 2Corinthians 5:21


� John 3:16





