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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 24th April 2011 (Easter Day)
Series name: Easter 2011
Sermon # in series: 4
Sermon Title: Open Mic
Bible Reference: Luke 24
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the bread. Luke 24:35
That first Easter evening was the very first Christian testimony evening! After being scattered on Friday the Xian's have found their way back together over the course of the day as reports come in that the body has gone and that he’s come back to life.

Certainly not all believing yet and some start to drift back home. That’s where this scene comes in. 

On their way home they have a life changing encounter with a stranger who turns out to be Jesus. Immediately they turn round and go back to their friends. When they find them they find several others have similar stories of meeting the risen Jesus. They share stories, testifying what they have seen and heard.

What is it that Cleopas & his friend report? Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognised by them when he broke the bread. Luke 24:35
About what had happened on the way! what did happen on the way?

· Think about how they started the journey – the clue is in v17b-24. Disappointed? Confused? 

· Jesus came up to them – v15. He made the first move, he took the initiative

· What did he do after he came up to them?

· He didn’t reveal himself. They didn’t recognise him. In fact they were kept from recognising him! (why?)

· He feigned ignorance! – v19

· He listened! – v17b-24

· Then he taught them – v26-27

· Note how as always he teaches, informs the mind! Not emotions. It’s knowledge that will change their sadness. They feel sad because of what they think has happened; so he has to change their minds about that then they will feel better. He has to help them understand.

· Note v32 – as he taught something did indeed happen inside them! Their hearts burnt! He set their hearts on fire! Basically he rekindled hope! Before their hope was dashed because they didn’t believe; prob didn’t believe because they didn’t know the promises and prophecies about him. Now once he’s explained this to them it begins to make sense and hope rises as they realise that it all makes sense and their faith levels therefore rise.

He’d created a thirst and desire for more – v29. ‘Urged him strongly’ – got in his way and begged him to stay with them. Wouldn’t let him go on! 

· Note, he didn’t ask to come in, he didn’t even initiate it; they had to ask him. So don’t wait for things to happen! Get in his face! ‘You have not because you ask not’. ‘Pass me not oh gentle Saviour, while on others you are calling, do not pass me by’ 
· Wanting more is a sure sign of the work of God! Likewise not being interested, being careless about Jesus and spiritual things is a sign of spiritual dryness and lukewarmness.
So already he’s set their hearts on fire, raised their faith levels that he was indeed the Saviour/ messiah they’d hoped he would be and that the reports of the empty tomb were true. 

Then comes the second think they reported: 

How they came to recognise him. He reveals himself to them – their eyes were opened to see that it was Jesus all along – v31. Eyes were opened = open by dividing or drawing asunder, to open thoroughly (what had been closed); they were enabled to see. 
Again note this was an outward thing that enabled them to do something. It was God who opened their understanding/comprehension, just as he’d closed them before (v16)
· Footsteps poem

· ‘Recognised’ – not just a physical realisation of who it was that was talking to them, was far deeper than that. Lit means they became thoroughly acquainted with him, they realised fully not just that this was Jesus but what he’d actually done; who he was – the Messiah; and  what he’d done – his saving mission. That it wasn’t nationalistic or military but personal and sin forgiving. They realised they’d got it wrong all along; now they saw things as he’d seen them and their perspective aligned with Jesus’. 

· This truly was an epiphany - the sudden realization; comprehension of the (larger) essence or meaning of something – for them. Everything changed for them as they realised who Jesus was and why he came. No wonder the rest of the meal was left and they rushed back to tell everyone – v33!

· Can you even begin to imagine the excitement as they rushed back to tell everyone what they’d heard, seen, and realised! 

· And when they got to the others they found that Jesus himself had brought them also to the same conclusion! How encouraging it must have been to compare notes and stories and in a few minutes I hope we’ll be able to do the same.

But can I just go back to v25 for a moment.  ‘How foolish, slow of heart’ = not understanding; - not understanding, unwise.

· It’s not a rebuke as such, even less an insult. It’s more a sense of ‘Oh how little you’ve understood and grasped; you’ve not got it have you’ ‘You poor things, you just haven’t got it have you’

· Note how our society generally things of believers as fools, yet God thinks of unbelievers as fools! Cp Ps 2. & Ps 14 ‘The fool says in his heart there is no God’! In God’s opinion it’s foolish not to believe! (Keep that in mind!)

· How often that describes us! We listen, hear, know, but don’t take God’s word to heart and live on it. We fail to grasp its value and meaning for ourselves. We fail to claim the promises or trust his character. 

· Struggling? Anxious? Don’t be a fool! Trust him – it’s the way to perfect peace. Trust the risen Saviour.

OK, let’s sing and then I hope we’ll share some stories of what the Lord has done for us as we’ve walked along the way.

Sing: 
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