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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: May 8th 2011
Series name: Believe – (John)
Sermon # in series: 5
Sermon Title: What to do when the wine runs out
Bible Reference: John 2:1-11
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Believe’ – a series in Johns Gospel
#5 – When the wine runs out

First ch = sets the scene as to who Johns account is all about – Jesus. He sets out Jesus as unique – with God, was God and creation made through him (That’s some fact!). Then we have John the Baptizer the big megastar of the day saying that ‘Actually I’m not worthy to even untie this mans shoe laces – that’s how must better and more important than me he is’. 

The next three chaps - 2, 3, 4 - start and finish in Cana and have a common theme. John pulls incidents from Jesus life (not necessarily chronologically in order) which all demonstrate that the old has gone and the new has come (1 Cor 5:17). Note than in your Bible!  Everything in this section shows that Jesus comes to bring a whole new start. We start by looking at this miracle of water into wine at Cana.
Cana a small obscure town, so much so that we’re not even sure where exactly it was! Basically somewhere in North Israel - here’s a map with a couple of possibilities.
Quick recap of the events:

· Occasion was a wedding. Probably one of Jesus relatives given that his mother Mary is there as well. You may know that weddings were elaborate affairs lasting several days with people coming and going the whole time. 
· One of the big cultural and social no no’s was to run out of food or drink at any time during the celebrations. But that’s what happened here.
· Mary tells Jesus the predicament the host is in ‘They have no more wine’. That’s all she said! No request or asking for help – just tells him the situation.
· But she clearly expects that he won’t just sit there and let the host be embarrassed and goes to the servants and tells them ‘Do whatever he tells you’ – v5. 
· And Jesus doesn’t disappoint! 6 stone jars, fill to brim with water.

· ‘Now take some out and take it to the head waiter’
· Somewhere between the cup being dipped and the head waiter tasting it the water was transformed into wine 
· Good wine! So good in fact that he actually checked with the host that this was the wine he intended to be used at this point in the celebration. (Norm was that once the taste buds had been dulled with the food and drink that the cheap wine was used).
· Result was that through this miracle Jesus began to show who he really was (his glory) and for his disciples at least their belief and trust and confidence in him went up another notch!

What’s it all about? Deeply significant. This isn’t here as just a random event. John says it’s a sign. What are signs for? Not simply for their own benefit, they point to something. So we need to look beneath the surface at this stunning event, because everything here has significance.  First we should notice

1. The significance of wine:

Wine in Bible was always associated with happiness. Part of God’s promise to his people and something he’d frequently encourage them with was a supply of wine. It spoke of a promise of happiness. For the wine to run out was the equivalent of the happiness running out – as it surely would for the host, to be replaced by shame, embarrassment.
Do we not all experience times know times when the wine runs out in our lives? When the enjoyment and happiness has gone? Families that were filled with laughter can sadly become sour and empty. Relationships fail; children or aged parents or financial concerns, or work, or neighbours, or health become such a burden they drain every last bit of happiness/joy from you. You feel as dry as a stone, and as empty as a drum.
Tragically many live their entire lives in that state; just existing from day to day; drinking water ever they can find to try to satisfy their thirst, trying anything to make them happy. But those things only ever cover over like a sticking plaster, the raw emptiness and sadness and loneliness within. None really fully satisfy, for when those things we rely on are taken or are absent the old emptiness and sadness still remains. It hasn’t been solved or satisfied.

What this sign event at Cana teaches us is that given a chance Jesus is willing and able to transform the ordinary water of our lives into the wine of happiness! So let’s look at what he did actually did

2. Jesus transforms the ordinary into the extraordinary
6 stone water jars. These were not just any old jars – (M&S Jars!) - these were the jars that were there for the ceremonial washing – v6. Symbolised the old tried and trusted religion that was only outward but didn’t change the heart; didn’t help the people. It had in fact had become a millstone round people’s necks. It wasn’t meant to be that way but the religious leaders had added law after law that restricted people so much that to live life Gods way was a huge burden that actually killed any joy in their lives. 

What Jesus did that day was, for those with eyes to see, was to contrast what he could do with the dry crust of religion. The old water of law keeping religion was transformed into the joy filled wine of Jesus creation. In this first miracle Jesus was revealing the contrast between his new way and the old way; he was demonstrating that he’d come to transform the old way into a wonderful new, life liberating way.

But the lesson wasn’t just for the ancients. It’s a lasting sign for us to: 

· It points us to Jesus as the one wants to transform the ordinariness, the dullness, the joylessness of our lives into something beautiful, meaningful, purposeful, joyful. Many try to find meaning and joy in good things like family, church, work but as we said just now discover that these things become more of a burden than a blessing. Jesus comes to fill and transform those things like he did the old ceremonial jars of washing. That hand washing wasn’t bad, it just wasn’t the best. So for us, many things aren’t bad, they’re just not the best. Only Jesus provides the real joy we’re looking for. 
Jesus is about transformation. He turned water into wine; and he’s here to turn your
· frowns into smiles;

· sighs of fear into songs of hope; 

· sorrow into joy;

· guilt into grace; 
Jesus is all about transforming power. Changing people—that’s what it’s all about.
Notice the quality of the wine – the best! The head waiter was amazed at it. Jesus gives us the best wine 
And notice the volume of wine he made! 800+ litres! Not just enough, an abundance. He said that ’I have come that you might have life, life to the full’ he offers you abundant life. Not just a little, but a lot of life. 
This miracle teaches us that he hasn’t come to stifle us, but to release us; he has come to set us free to enjoy, really enjoy life and discover just how good it can be. It’s not just for the future but for the here and now.

So how do we get it? What has to happen for this miracle (for that’s what it is) to take place in our lives? To things
3. Tell Jesus about your need – v3. 

Mary told Jesus about the situation; note she didn’t tell him what to do. Had she done she’d probably have told him to organise a whip round, or send one of his friends to the shop. But she didn’t tell him what to do, but she did express a sense of need and dependence on her.

You must do the same. You must not presume that things will just change. He is able and you must ask him
4. ‘Do whatever he tells you’ – v5 
People often bemoan to me that they don’t experience the truth we’re talking about this morning. Well here’s the reason why! Simply because they don’t do whatever he tells them!! They won’t repent, let go of sins, they won’t accept what he gives them (grace and forgiveness), won’t be baptised, won’t trust him, won’t put him first. 
Here, friends, is the #1 secret for seeing miracles – do whatever he tells you. Individual, as a church. Mal 3:10 ‘Test me in this …’ Priests into Jordan; Peter on water.
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