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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: The Beginning of Grace
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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Beginnings - #15
The Beginning of Grace - Noah

We carry on where we left off last week by looking at this man Noah.
Just to clear up a couple of questions to start with. I said last week that Noah was not chosen to build the boat and to be saved from the flood because he was good but because of God’s grace. I said that before v8 he was like the rest of the people. One or two questioned that statement in the light of v9. 

But if he deserved it because he was good it wouldn’t be grace! V 9 comes after v8 because it describes his life after God’s grace is shown to him. It’s actually a really important point because otherwise we end up with a Salvation that depends on our works and morality and not God’s grace. That cuts across the teaching of the rest of scripture. Eph 2:8 says clearly ‘We are saved by grace through faith …’ To say that God called Noah because he was a good man just doesn’t fit does it!
Grace – favour – first time this word used in the Bible, hence the title.
Having been given this wonderful gift of grace Noah’s life is clearly transformed – he became a ‘righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God’ – v9. That’s an impressive epitaph! But this is what God shows grace to any of us for, this is what he calls us to be and desires for us. 
· Righteous – law abiding, fair & honest. This was his reputation after being saved

· Blameless – means that he was unsullied, untainted by the corruption of the world in which he lived. 

· That’s some reputation to have among people who probably didn’t like him! But like him or not they couldn’t argue with what he was. Great eg for us!

· He walked with God – he was God’s friend (its friends that constantly walk together!) It’s like he said ‘God, I love you. Wherever you’re going, that’s where I’m going. Whatever you’re doing, that’s what I’m doing. Whatever you say, that’s what I believe. Whatever you want, that’s what I do.” 
· Are you walking with God like that? Are you/me much of a friend to God?
Now I’m sure we’d all like to live like that (well I hope we would if not we shouldn’t be taking title of Xian!) – but it’s hard isn’t it! What was Noah’s secret? 

Heb 11:7 gives us the answer – By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
By faith. The only way you can live like that in such difficult circumstances is by strength of conviction and confidence in something or in this case, someone. One has to be fully convinced of the truth and benefit of something to stick with it when everything else is stacked against you. Noah was! This verse in Heb 11 is packed with info and teaching about Noah’s faith – things we do well to consider:
1. Faith was based on what God said to him – ‘when warned by God about events’. Noah’s faith was based firmly and squarely on what God had said to him. It wasn’t on what others said, it wasn’t because it’s what everyone else said, or his family said or thought, or because of the circumstances or chances and probability. His confidence and willingness to do what he did was based on God’s word.

It didn’t make sense, but God had said it so he did it – that was enough for him. Eg of this in the NT – Look 5 Peter fishing all night for no catch. The Jesus tells him to fish the other side of the boat. Not much point thinks Peter, we’ve been doing this all night and not netted a single fish. ‘But because you say so, I will let down the nets’ which he did and had a massive catch. Because you say so – not because you know more than I do, not because it makes sense or because I agree with you, etc. Because you say so.
We can trust the word/promises of God. When he says something it will happen.

2. Faith trusted for the unseen – ‘when warned about things not yet seen’. He was trusting God for the unseen, the as yet not experienced! It hadn’t rain thus far, it had certainly never flooded, and besides Noah was living in a desert place, miles from a sea or river! It was madness to do what he did – and I’m sure that those living near him let him know that at frequent intervals! There was absolutely nothing in the past to suggest that what he though God had said to him would happen!

Real faith trusts for the unseen. Are you frightened by what God asks of you? Afraid because you don’t know the outcome? But you do! It will be what God has said! Do you believe that?  ‘Faith is being sure of what we see and being certain of what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for’. Building!
3. Faith provoked by fear – ‘in reverent fear constructed the boat’. The promises of God are great, but can sometimes be taken for granted or forgotten. For a healthy balance and respect for Gods awesomeness we are wise if like Noah we keep in mind that he is also a consuming fire; he’s not just a ‘mate’ we can chat to. It’s wonderful that he invites us close to him and adopts us as his children and wants us to have no scruples about coming to him – but he is still God and a bit of holy, reverential respect is a good thing. 
When God revealed to Noah what he was going to do and that he alone was going to escape Noah wasn’t like ‘Wehey, I’m free, I’ve escaped’. He was doubtless incredibly humbled and glad and joyful, but he was also solemnised at what God was going to do. 

We must not lose this aspect of our relationship with God. Let us live in respect & reverence for a God of justice and ultimate judgement. And let that cause us to trust him all the more, for without him we will not escape.

4. The evidence of Noah’s Faith – quite simply – ‘he constructed the ark’. Noah didn’t just say ‘Oh, thanks for the warning, phew that was a close one; I’m really sorry for the way I’ve been, please forgive me’ and then carry on as before. No, when God spoke he took it seriously and changed his life completely; the biggest sign was undoubtedly building the boat. Miles form the sea, no rain – he was either mad or sad, or believing! Regardless of the comments he kept at it – for 120 yrs. Building and preaching, building and warning – and not a soul took a blind bit of notice. Not one person joined him. Can you imagine how that felt! But in faith he built, a bit more every day.
Question: how has God’s grace changed you? What difference does it make to the way you live? Is there evidence of your faith? What do you do now that you didn’t do before? What don’t you do …? Faith must always have evidence. No faith without works. 

5. Result of Noah’s faith – ‘for the saving of his household’. Interesting one this! Not told whether his children believed as well – but we are told that because of Noah’s faith his children were saved from the flood! Noah’s faith and his actions benefitted his family; he took a fatherly, lead and so others were blessed by him. Many other cases in the Bible where we see the same – Rahab, Abraham, the 4 friends of the crippled man, Philippian jailer.
Friends, our faith is meant to benefit unbelievers – it won’t if we dumb it down to accommodate them!  They might not understand at the time, but they’ll thank us afterwards. 1 Cor 7:14 has the mysterious bit about the unbelieving husband being sanctified through his believing wife – in some way unbelievers are blessed through the presence and witness of the believer.

Christian – you may be derided now, but people will be grateful for you later! Don’t be tempted to hide your faith – for their sake. 
6. The effect of his Faith – ‘he condemned the world’. His witness left the unbelievers without excuse and fully justified God’s action. Won’t it be awful on judgement day if our family/friends/contacts say – ‘Why didn’t you tell me, why didn’t you warn me?’ We don’t ever want to condemn anyone, but if they refuse to listen then it reveals and prive’s the fairness of God

7. The reward of his faith – ‘he became an heir of the righteousness that come by faith’ For sure his faith brought him a peace whilst he lived – even though he probably endured ridicule. But the rewards were truly eternal – on earth he was an heir, but when he finally died he enjoyed them fully.
We like Noah live in a dark world; may we, having been saved, lived lives of faith, lives of obedience, respectful of God, lives that make a difference to others, lives that may lead to the rescue/salvation of others. Let’s not be ashamed, afraid. Let’s be light, preachers of righteousness so that all are without excuse.

Prayer
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