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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 22nd May 2011 PM
Series name: The Beginning of Everything 
Sermon # in series: #16
Atonement
Bible Reference: Genesis 6:5-8:22
A disclaimer from Pastor Jon
I am often inspired, provoked and corrected by such luminaries as John Piper, Mark Driscoll, Wayne Grudem, John McArthur, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Charles Spurgeon and many others. If you know their writing and preaching well, you will no doubt sometimes find their thoughts, illustrations and quotations scattered throughout my sermons. I make no claim to original thinking; indeed I am very wary of anything that seems new or unique – it seems unlikely that the Spirit of God should reveal something to me that he has chosen not to reveal to the great preachers and teachers of the past! I try to footnote direct references to other peoples’ material, but sometimes they are just there in my head, perhaps from something I have read months or years ago, and I don’t really know where it’s come from! 
Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.



   

Read Gen 6:5-18; 7:17-8:1; 8:15-22

Flood – one of most difficult. Indebted to Mark Driscoll and John MacArthur for some of their thoughts on this passage.

Not because of all the questions: Global/regional; literal/parable; ever find the ark? Fit all animals in? How feed them? Answers to all those – sermon end Oct last year, AM.

Focus in this evening on the meaning of the flood. If you’ve only ever thought of it in terms of a big boat, in bright colours, with a giraffe sticking out of the top, and a chubby Noah with a big white beard and a friendly smile – you’ve got it badly wrong. One of the most popular stories in children’s bibles. But why? We’re talking about the death of millions of people. Need to come to this with an appropriate level of seriousness.

Remember big story: A&E made to be in relationship with God. Instead, reject their God and choose evil instead. And so sin enters the world, and more specifically enters hearts of human beings. Image of God, but now stained with a sinful nature – tendency to do evil instead of good. In all of us.
Passed down from generation to generation. Every person, culture, society, nation – all have this same sinful nature. And they live for a crazy long time in the early days – much longer than we do now. But does having a long life mean they turn to God? More time to learn from mistakes? No, just more time to do evil. 

Genesis 6:5-6 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 

Genesis 6:11-12 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways.

This was the inevitable result of sin entering the world. All-consuming corruption – life was meant to be good – meant to walk with God. And yet the people - we – corrupted our ways taken something good – life, relationship with God – corrupted it. Now society is getting worse, not better. And without the Lord’s intervention, that is what always happens. Society – marked by wickedness, evil, corruption, violence. Bad – worse.

And God says, enough is enough. And sends the flood.

Flood Narrative

Can you imagine? Beforehand – animals loaded onto a big boat in the desert – can you imagine the jeering – cursing – shouting? Noah – you’re an idiot! What are you doing?!! Same old message for 120 years – heard it all before.
Rain starts. And God closes the door. 

And it rains and rains and rains. Thunders down onto the roof of the Ark. Outside, the puddles turn to lakes and the rivers burst their banks. Ever been in a flood? Small flash-flood once – torrential rain – almost like water being emptied out of the sky - water rising – can’t do anything at all. Completely powerless. Imagine – rising around your home; swirling around your front door – entering every room - rising all the time. 

Some would have dragged all their stuff upstairs – trying to stay dry. As the water rose, there would be no-where to go. Too late to try and get to higher ground by then.

Others would have rushed off to get to the nearest hill. The elderly, young, ill would have been overtaken first. Probably abandoned by others, trying to save themselves. 

The younger, fitter ones would have done better – climbed as fast and as high as they could. But running uphill, and especially climbing is hard work. Gradually, one by one, they would all have succumbed to the rising water.

Many would have clung on to bits of the floating wreckage – bits of buildings, uprooted trees. But the rain and the cold water would have eventually resulted in hypothermia and they too would have died. Anyone left would have died of starvation.

I imagine they’d have been hammering on the side of the Ark at some point. Terrified cries, yells, cursing, pleading. But it was too late. God had closed the door.
Genesis 7:17 – 24 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water... The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. 
· Every living thing that moved on the earth perished-- birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind.

· Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 

· Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. 
Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days.
And so, after 40 days and nights of rain, and 150 days of flood, there is silence across the face of the earth. No birds, no animals, no people. God did exactly what he said he would do.

And perhaps we feel troubled by all this. Perhaps a load of objections come into our minds?

God can’t have meant it?

Perhaps we think, oh well, I’m sure it wasn’t all that bad. Let’s skip over this bit. But God doesn’t want us to make excuses for him:

Genesis 7:4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made."
God is not ashamed of his justice – judgement. But it brings him no pleasure either. Not like some sadistic prison guard who gets some sort of pleasure from making people suffer. Not like that. Instead he says this in Ezekiel:
Ezekiel 33:11 `As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die?'
But God will not ignore the violence and the corruption. Can’t turn a blind eye to it. He will not just abandon his creation to misery. He’s involved. 

Hurt?
Perhaps we feel hurt/offended that God should do this? Well how does God feel about all this? 
Genesis 6:7 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 
God can feel pain. Caused by our behaviour. Can you see how incredible this is? Need to see this before we get to the flood. God – all-sufficient, creator of universe, perfectly united, secure in himself – needs no-one, wants for nothing. And the little creatures he has made have become evil and violent – and God – God’s heart is filled with pain. 
Muslims don’t get this. To them, God is distant and detached and unknowable and unaffected. The God of the Bible cares. He loves his creatures, his creation. And his heart is filled with pain because he knows what he has to do. He cannot ignore violence. He cannot ignore corruption. He cannot ignore sin. He has to deal with it, but the process of that causes him pain, because he loves us.

If we feel offended, just remember that it’s God who is offended first. If we look at this scene of devastation and think about our own families and friends, remember our sin broke his heart first. Our sin caused God pain first. If it hurts us to think of this, it hurt him more.

Why didn’t God send an example for them to follow?
He did – Enoch. He walked with God – and he didn’t die like everyone else. Everyone saw him – massive headline news – ‘God took away the man who loved God – he didn’t die’. Everyone saw Enoch. Everyone knew about Enoch. No-one was like him.

It was all so sudden.
God said at the beginning: Sin -> death. Go through the maths. God waited at least 1656 years – gave people long lives – long time to repent. No-one did. Noah preached to them for 120 years. No-one repented. God told them it would come in 7 days. No-one repented.
Friends, the point is this: People die every day. The wage for sin is death. People die and stand before God every day. People go to hell every day. Doesn't trouble us in the least. Yesterday people were in the obituary; today people are in the obituary; tomorrow people will be in the obituary, but it's a handful at a time and so it doesn't trouble us. The only time that it gets our attention is when it happens en masse. Tsunami, earthquake, flood – thousands of people die – can’t ignore it any more. And when we see that sort of death and disaster it troubles us because it reminds people that they are sinners, and frail, and mortal, and that one day, it will be our turn.

All God has done is arrange for a lot of people to die on the same day, so we can’t ignore it anymore, and so I gets our attention. That’s the point of natural disasters – to make us wake up and be profoundly disturbed. To remind us that we will all die, and we need to repent and get right with God.
Someone should have warned them.

· 120 years of direct and specific warning. Genesis 6:3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit will not contend [put up with] with man for ever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years."
· A preacher. 2Peter 2:5 [God] did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others

So for 120 years, Noah built a boat. And preached to the people around him. Again and again and again. 

· A last-minute warning. Genesis 7:4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made.

Well, maybe God could've just let them sin.

Friends, if God just ignored sin, things would get worse and worse and worse. And we would point the finger at God and blame him still because we would live in a horrible world. 
God should have spared them.

He did. He sent an enormous boat and anyone who wanted to get on the boat was welcome to get on the boat. And no one did. 
What is the big message of the flood? We need to see that human beings are sinful, wicked, proud, arrogant, autonomous, independent, self-destructive, self-deceived. And it doesn't matter who preaches or how long God waits or what kind of redemption he provides. We will not take it. We will try to swim on our own rather than embrace God's provision. What we need is grace. What we need is a savior. What we need is for God to step down and change our cold, dull hearts so that we will repent of our sin and turn to him.

That’s the message: We need God’s grace.

And “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8)

Noah wasn’t perfect. He wasn’t even good. We’ll see next week (maybe week after) that Noah was still an alcoholic and his son was a pervert. Even after the flood. He was just like everyone else. But God was at work in him – and he walked with God – and he obeyed God. And God was at work in him and rescued him. 

There were so many opportunities for everyone else to be saved. But they ignored it – ignored Noah’s call to repentance. And the rain started, And it was too late. “Then the LORD shut him in”. (7:16) God shut the door. And for those outside, it was too late.

God will not ignore sin – must be dealt with. But he is loving and kind and gracious, and does everything he can to give people a way of escape.

Back into the story…
So what happens next?
Genesis 8:1 But God remembered Noah … and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded.
In total from the first raindrop, to Noah coming out of the Ark is 1 year!
What’s the first thing he does when he get out? Bearing in mind he’s been inside a boat for a year, with a bunch of animals. Don’t know what he’s been eating, but I’m pretty sure it didn’t taste good by then!

There was a pair of each kind of animal, but 7 of each kind of “clean” animal. Clean – approved for eating. I don’t know about you, but if I’d just come off that boat, I’d fancy a good steak. What does Noah do?
Genesis 8: 18-20 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons' wives…Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.
What would you do? Just come off the Ark – clean, fresh new world. What do you do first? Go find water; build a house; go for a kip? What you do there tells us a lot about what is the most important thing in someone’s life. 

Noah’s a lot more righteous than me. Filling his stomach is far less important to him than worshipping his God. Worshipping God is #1 priority. He gathers some rocks together – piles them up into a square – puts some driftwood on top of that. Then he lights it until there’s a good fire going. 

Then he takes some of each of the clean animals – makes a burnt offering to God. Read about it in Leviticus 1. This is what Noah did. Took a bull. Laid his hands on the head of the bull – symbolising transferring of Noah’s sin to the bull. Noah’s sin now belongs to the bull. My guess is he’d be looking around the brand new world and feeling pretty dirty. Confessing his sin to God at that time. Lord I’m sorry for my pride…lack of trust…lies…lust…self-righteousness. Knife – slit throat – blood – lots of blood. Cover the sides of the altar in blood. Why do that? To make it all the more gory and horrible and visible. Cut the dead animal into pieces – burn it all. 

And then he does it again with another animal. Confessing his sin: ‘Thank you for saving me, even though I am no better than anyone else’. And he does it again and again and again. My guess is he did it at least once for each of the 8 people on the Ark. By that time there would have been blood everywhere. Altar is covered in blood – dripping down the sides – pools on blood on the floor. Noah – covered in blood – arms, hands, beard, face - caked in it. Death everywhere around him. Horrific scene. You feel uncomfortable with that? Yes, that’s the point. It’s meant to be horrible. 
But Noah had seen and heard even worse terror. He’d heard the screams of terror of those who died in the flood. He’d seen that terror. And he knew it could have been him. Sin leads to death. Everyone had sinned. Everyone was bad. Everyone deserved to die. 

And God graciously gave an escape route – a model (Enoch); a warning (120 years); a preacher (Noah); a way of escape (Ark); a last-minute warning (7 days). And by God’s grace, Noah had ended up in the Ark instead of in the water. 
But his sin still had to be dealt with. Had to be atoned for. How? Burnt offering. Horrific death one way or the other – because sin leads to death and we’re all sinners. Either you die – or an animal dies in your place.
You can probably see where this is going now. 

It all points to Jesus. We don’t atone for our sin by sacrificing an animal – because there’s been a far better sacrifice already made. Jesus – beaten, broken, torn, pierced – a more horrific sight than even the slaughter and burning of all those bulls and other animals. He is our sacrifice, and without him, our sin cannot be atoned for. It all points to him. 

And so we have a choice. We can stand to one side and say, maybe tomorrow; maybe when I’ve got my life a bit more sorted out; maybe when the kids are grown up; maybe later. And maybe that will just be too late – and you’ll have to stand before God with your own sin – and you’ll face eternal death.

The problem of sin isn’t going to get fixed by having more time; by more technology; by more healthcare; more education; more politics; more leisure or more money. Sin leads to death and the only way out of that is to have someone else die in our place. And the only person in the history of the world who can do that for us is Jesus. Either you die for your sin, of Jesus dies for your sin.

So we can stand to one side, or we can hear the gospel message that Noah preached for 120 years – come inside! Come and enter the Ark – come and receive God’s forgiveness and life. But salvation is only in the Ark – it’s only in Christ Jesus. And outside him, we pay for our own sin.
Just take you back to:

Genesis 6:17-21 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them. ‘you’ 12 times in 3 verses!
So personal. You, Noah. It’s for you. I’m doing this for you. To save you. So that you can live. My offer to you, Noah. For you and your family. 

God makes this personal offer to you tonight too. This salvation in Christ is open to you. Look what I’ve done for you. God says, come in before it’s too late. Come and receive.

If you’re a believer tonight, I hope you’re thinking, ‘thank you God that I’m alive. Thank you for saving me. Thank you for your grace to me, even though I’m no better than anyone else. Thank you.’ If that’s you, then we can worship God together in a moment. 
If that’s not you – and you’re outside of Jesus – still standing on the sidelines – wondering whether to enter the Ark – wondering if you can play the odds and swim for it when the flood comes – wondering if you’re good enough on your own terms - I’m begging you – come to Jesus while you can.
Everyone in this nation has had plenty of warning already – churches everywhere, Bibles, websites, books, leaflets, preachers. And yet even some who come to church – come here every week – have not repented and believed and been baptized as a sign of their faith. 

If that’s you, please don’t wait. You may not get another chance. My friend Steve died earlier this year. Known him for 8 years, through work. Just sat down in his chair at home and never got up. Massive brain haemorrhage. Not much older than me. He always said he’d come to church one day. Never did.

I don’t want to threaten; scare. I want to warn you – because I love and care about you. And today if you pray and turn to God in repentance and faith and ask for forgiveness – he will hear you and embrace you and change you and free you. Come to Jesus. 
And Can It Be
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� Mark Driscoll’s sermon on the flood is one of the most powerful I have read. Unusually for him, there’s very little that’s amusing, and there are almost no cultural references. It’s a sober and hard-hitting plea to his church to trust Jesus. �HYPERLINK "http://www.marshillchurch.org/media/genesis/the-flood"�http://www.marshillchurch.org/media/genesis/the-flood�


John MacArthur’s sermon on the same passage is very different – typical of his style, he addresses almost every verse in detail, and carefully argues his case.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.gty.org.uk/Resources/Sermons/90-258"�http://www.gty.org.uk/Resources/Sermons/90-258� 





