‘Believe!’ a series in John’s gospel (#?)

John 3:22-36

Ptolemy - Egyptian astronomer, 2nd century; earth centre of everything, everything revolved around us.

For 1400 years this was predominant view, until this man -  Nicklaus Copernicus (b1473). He said that the sun, not the earth was centre.  

Galileo (b1564) came along saying the same things - and for advocating these beliefs the church kicked him out and the state put him under house arrest.
Copernicus and Galileo pointed to the sun and said -- "The centre of the universe".

Here in the Bible God does exactly the same thing! We are all prone to become self centred, we just can’t help it and so repeatedly we find passages like this here in John 3 where it’s like God taps us on the shoulder and says ‘It’s actually not about you, it’s about me!’ 
And boy, how we need that! Ours is a world, culture that has elevated the individual, where we are each the centre of our own universe, where we are encouraged to get everything the way we want it. Everything is personalised; from desktop, iphone/galaxy to education & health. Everything personally tailored. Individual rights. It’s all pervasive.
We can be like it in church too - followers of Jesus are not immune to it! We like church our way, our songs, style, our subjects. If it’s not we move on, stop attending or worse still keep going but just grumble (that’s the worst of all scenarios!). 
Ministers/speakers not immune to it either. ‘Did I sound OK’, ‘did people like it’. Am I concerned how I say it and what people say about me or is my number one thing about getting truth across well? Yes, I admit it I want to be liked, popular! I have to fight that desire every week, because it’s not actually about me, it’s about God. 
Well here in John 3 we see in JB a man who thankfully managed to rise above all this. He’s a great eg to us and we can learn so much from him. 

Let’s pray then look at what God teaches us from this passage.

Set the scene: JB – very ‘successful’, effective ministry; popular – despite his eccentric ways and blunt talking; huge, responsive crowds. Everyone knew who JB was and people from all walks of life came to hear him and responded positively to his preaching. He was quite a celebrity.

Then at his hieght something happens – a new kid on the block comes along and sets up a ministry a few miles away. Soon JB’s men notice that the crowds aren’t so big and on digging around they learn that the missing crowds are now going to listen to Jesus, Johns relative and friend no less. This is the one who JB had given a leg up to and encouraged. Is this all the thanks he got?

So we read that JB’s henchmen come and tell JB what’s going on and from what they see their attitude is clear! They’re jealous, agitated. ‘JB, we need to do something; if it carries on like this you’re ministry will be ruined, you’ll have no one. Everyone is going to him’ notice the exaggerated ‘everyone’ - v26.
JB’s reaction? Agitation, concern, ‘yes I know, I’ve noticed it too. Guys we need to stop this’? Not a bit - Look at v27 "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, ’I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him’"
Here we discover John’s secret of satisfaction and joy 
1. He knew who he was and, as importantly who he wasn’t. He also knew what his role in life was. He wasn’t the main man, he was the forerunner, he was preparing the way for Jesus, getting people ready for Jesus; the warm up act! He was the town crier if you like. From conception this was his calling – His mother was told ‘he will go before the Lord … to make ready a people prepared for the Lord’. (Luke 1:17)
And in adulthood that’s just we did; his ministry was ‘get ready, for the Lord is coming’ and he called for people to be baptised as a sign of their repentance and prep for the Lord. 

This was his God given calling, and he was happy with it – ‘A man can receive only what is given him from heaven’. Thus he didn’t feel threatened by another’s rise and success, even if it was at his personal cost and following. He’d never had idea’s above his station; he was consistent in his message and didn’t let others turn his head to personal gain - You yourselves can testify that I said, ’I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him’ – v28. He was the forerunner, warm-up act, not the main man, headline act.

2. He knew who Jesus was. Look what he goes on to say ‘The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice." V29. 
John says he’s the ‘friend who attends the groom’ – our modern day best man. But more than modern day best man. He was the wedding planner, making all the prep, ensuring that everything ready for the big day; also the go between and messenger boy between G & B. His greatest joy and sense of satisfaction came in seeing the day go without a hitch (so to speak!).  Once they were married he was off the scene, he wasn’t the main man, it wasn’t about him.

That says John was his role with Jesus. But in using this picture he’s also saying something else of profound importance. We can miss it but his hearers certainly wouldn’t.   

This marriage analogy, the bride and groom, is one that God frequently used in the OT. God repeatedly describes himself as the Husband of his people Israel. In referring to Jesus as the bridegroom, John once again teaching that Jesus himself is none less than God in the flesh. God, the husband of Israel, has come down, taken on flesh. He has come to pay the dowry price, to purchase for himself a bride, people who trust in him, elect from every tribe, tongue, people and nation. Initially God’s chosen were Israelites ... now with the coming of the bridegroom they are from every race. 

The bride is the church; believing Jews, believing Brits, Chinese, Indian, Mozambican, Ghanaian, Peruvian or even French. The true church is mad up of believers, whoever they are and wherever they are. 

When Jesus came all those years ago he came to die for his bride, to purchase us, to pay for our sins so that we could become his people. One day, maybe soon, he will come a second time to join with his bride for eternity.
John saw himself as the friend of the groom – Jesus is the main man. Thus, rather than feeling disappointed and sad or threatened by the news that people are going to Jesus he’s actually really happy. For him it’s like his job is done. This is why it’s ‘he must become greater; I must become less’ – v30. 

This was the key for John and its how it should be for us too. Here’s the secret of contentment, peace and rest - we’re here for him, not him for us! We exist for him. This is perhaps the biggest theme of the Bible and I know I’ve said it before but it bears frequent repetition. Everything is for God; it’s the ultimate reason he made everything, so that glory will come to him -
· Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth, every one who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory. Isaiah 43:6-7
· For my own name’s sake I delay my wrath; for the sake of my praise I hold it back from you, so as not to cut you off.  For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this. How can I let myself be defamed? I will not yield my glory to another. Isaiah 48:9
· "He comes on that day to be glorified in his saints and to be marvelled at in all who have believed." 2 Thessalonians 1:9-10
· In order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. Ephesians 1:12
Some have accused God of being an ego maniac – but since he is the highest being, best being, greater and more perfect than any other who else should receive praise? Ultimately it is only right that the best, fairest, most perfect being gets the attention, the praise. And there is nothing higher we can do. Our highest purpose is not to have a safe, secure, fulfilled life – it is to bring glory to God. In doing that we will find our greatest satisfaction because it’s the best thing we can do!

No wonder John said ‘He must become greater and I must become less!  He was finding the greatest joy came in Jesus being seen as the greatest. For as long as we hold onto things for ourselves, for as long as we want some praise, whilst we want something, anything for us, whilst we think we deserve something (or don’t deserve something as the case may be) we’ll continue to lack. We’ll be most fulfilled and satisfied and our deepest joy will be found in directing attention to God, worshiping Him, making him known, pointing people to Jesus. We’re to be best men for Jesus!
Think of the moon - it does not give off any light of its own, it just reflects the suns light. That’s what we’re to do.

Or imagine you’re in a museum and the tour guide leads you around and as he gets to each picture he stands in front and tries to impress you with his knowledge of the painting! That would be stupid! No, he stands to one side and introduces it to you, explains what to look for and extols the artist. You might be grateful to the guide, but your abiding memory would be of the painting. 

This is what we are to be about – as individuals and as a church. It’s not about me, or us or our building. It’s about Jesus. This is where we’ll find our joy and satisfaction. So as we close Can I ask you the question - "Is your joy complete?" If it is not, if it is lacking - what are you doing about it? Are you trying to find yourself? Or focusing on yourself for a season? Are you trying to figure out what you want? Or are you centring your focus on Jesus? 

John gives us another, and even more important, reason why it has to be all about Jesus – because it’s only through him we can be saved from god’s coming wrath – v36. There is no getting to heaven outside or without Jesus. Look at v35! 

A moment of quiet to think and reflect and respond
