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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 19th June 2011
Series name: ‘Believe’ – A series in John’s gospel
Sermon # in series: 9 
Sermon Title: Jesus and the Bad Samaritan
Bible Reference: John 4:1-42
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Believe’ (a series in John’s gospel) - #9
Jesus and the Bad Samaritan – John 4:1-42
John’s purpose in writing his gospel is that people might believe and put their faith in Jesus, ch 20:30 – hence the series title – ‘Believe’. 
In ch’s 3 -5 we see Jesus in a series of encounters with a variety of people – the good, the bad and the ugly! They show us that Jesus has time, is able and is willing to change the lives of all sorts of people.
Last time we looked at Nicodemus, the Jewish leader, today we look at this meeting between Jesus and the Samaritan woman. The contrast could hardly be greater! He is a Jew (good), she is a Samaritan (bad!); He is a Pharisee, she a woman; He morally upright, she a social outcast.

· Immediately we realise that there are no cultural, race, gender, religious, class barriers in Christ, he treats us all the same. No one is beyond the pale, to far gone for him to reach and help. 
Before we get to the heart of what I want to look at with you this morning I also just want to mention the context of the conversation – it will help understand what was going on.

Show map of where Jesus was (Judea)and where he wanted to go to. Jews would only go the direct way in emergencies or other extreme circumstances. Reasons? Long standing!
The Samaritan people’s origins went back to the time when the ten northern tribes of Israel were taken into captivity. The area was repopulated with Assyrians, who brought with them their own cultic religions. These inter-married with the few Jews that remained. This mixed race became known as ‘the Samaritans’. They worshipped Jehovah, but were not pure enough for the orthodox Jews. A great animosity developed between the two groups, which was inflamed by a whole series of events over several years. I’ll tell you couple to give you a taster - 

First, when the exiled Jews returned to rebuild Jerusalem (capital city) and the temple to worship God the Sam’s offered to help. The Jews refused the offer!  Consequently the Sam’s refused to worship at Jerusalem and built a rival temple at Gerizim. 
This was later burned down by Jews, at which point virtually all remaining ties were severed. This was the state of things when Jesus was here.

That’s is the background to this encounter and explains why the woman was so incredulous of Jesus talking to her and asking her to help him.
What I want to focus in on now is the conversation between Jesus and the woman, and show to you the gradual change that took place in her thinking and attitude towards Jesus. I think what happened to her mirrors what happens to many of us and I’m sure you’ll be able to identify yourself somewhere in the process. Her changing attitude is revealed in the way she speaks about and to Jesus. First in v9 
1. He’s a nobody (“You are a Jew”)  – v9
When she first met Jesus he was just some random tired and thirsty Jew she met at the well. No one special, just another man. As a Jew, and a male to boot, it’s pretty likely that her heckles were raised as well – ‘How can you ask me for a drink’. His people were the source and cause of a lot of bloodshed and ill feeling. She’s suspicious of him and his motives.
That’s how many grow up thinking of Jesus – either just another good man who had some decent things to say, but actually nothing more than that. No big deal. Or they actually see him and his followers not as neutral figures but as the cause of a lot of trouble in the world. Either way the reception and response to him isn’t exactly warm. 
Now, you may be one of these people this morning. I suspect not since you’re in church, but you may be and just hiding it inside. Maybe unconvinced but you find yourself among his people. Or maybe you’ve been hurt and you hold a grudge against him because of what he hasn’t done or stopped in your life.
Truth was it didn’t matter what she thought of him to start with – he had cared enough about her to break social taboo to set up a meeting with her. He ‘had’ to go through Samaria! She didn’t know him but he knew about her and this was no random encounter. It was carefully planned and arranged, right down to the time he got to the well – the time he knew she’d be there.

God can do these things – he sees and knows all things and he can set up seemingly random coincidences because he wants to do people good. It’s not by chance you have the parents you have, nor the friends you have nor that you are here this morning. God wanted you here I’m sure of it. 
Back to the story – Jesus starts to engage the woman in conversation; it starts at a very ordinary level about everyday practical things – like being thirsty and a request for water. Soon though Jesus turns the conversation to far more important things; life and death, heaven and hell issues – v10.

He’s not impolite but gently introduces her to the fact that she really has no idea of who he was and what he could do for her – v10. Like many now with Jesus! They don’t really know about him.

But his comments make her curious – clearly this is no random Jew. He’s taking time to talk to her, a Jewess and an immoral Jewess at that! He’s also saying that he could give her something she’d really like – better water than the well! 

So she’s realising there is something different about this man and this is the next stage.

2. He’s somebody – “Are you greater than Jacob” - v12. She still has no idea who he is, and is frankly sceptical about what he’s implying. Jacob was a hero figure, who’d dug the well in the first place. Are you saying you’re better than him, is that what you’re implying? 

Sceptical yes, but at least she’s realised that he’s not just some tired, thirsty Jew. This may be where you are this morning – if so, great, I’m so glad you’re here; keep listening, keep coming it will become clearer and questions are welcome.
The answer to her questions is striking – ‘Well actually yes, I am greater than Jacob!’ is the effect of what Jesus says. Jacob dug a well, he was a good man and helped you a lot, but I can give you something even better. He gave you water to drink – I can give you something that will really, really satisfy you. I’ll give you something that will satisfy your deepest cravings now and for all eternity – v14.
Now that really makes her sit up and listen – this is getting decidedly interesting. She really could do with some of this water – save her having to come out here every day to get the supplies. This sounds really good! ‘Sir’ (Note the change in attitude!!) give me this water’ – v15. Sir, I want some of what your offering. 

I trust that if you’ve been here a while you want some of what Jesus has to offer. But you must notice understand what it is! This woman wanted something that would relieve her of the everyday chores, that would just make life better for her. Lot’s of people make the same mistake. They get to a point where they believe in Jesus and realise he’s a better than they’ve had before and ask him to help them. They want him to fix their life.
That’s fine – but there’s more to it! And Jesus needs to take this woman to another level. So he talks to her about her failed relationships – v16-18.

She’s stunned! She hadn’t told him any of this, yet he knows about her life! Clearly he’s more than a Jew, he’s offering more than Jacob now 

3. He’s special – “I can see you’re a prophet” –v19.
He’s gradually going up in her estimation, her understanding is getting clearer. Jesus statement of here marital status and past history would probably have been as disturbing as it was surprising to her. How did he know these things? This is no ordinary man.

Some of you profess to a similar experience in church as you say that it seems God is speaking just to you. ‘How did I know?’ etc! I don’t but he does and this is God’s work. When that happens to you you really ought to take notice! When the message seems to have especial application – be it like with this woman very uncomfortable and convicting or be it encouragement, support, comfort or challenge – take note and respond for that’s the Lord speaking. 
Thing is this – Jesus doesn’t just come as a bolt on to our existing lives, he comes to make us new. That means the past has to be dealt with, offenses against God have to be exposed, admitted and forgiven. If you listen to him speak in the bible for any length of time at all you’ll soon find he does that quite often! You might think it’s me – it’s not, it’s Jesus. Why? Because he just wants to make you feel bad? No, because he knows those things keep you from God and they have to be raised and then dealt with before you can go further and know the fullness of what God has for you. 

Getting challenged by The word on Sundays? Don’t resent it, confess sins to Jesus and say sorry and ask him to forgive them.

The woman’s response to all this is interesting! She changes the subject! She talks about religion – v20! Satan loves to do this – move away from the personal to religion. Give them enough religion to keep them from Jesus.

But Jesus isn’t really interested in just getting people religious and he refuses to get drawn into the debate about places of worship. Instead he says comes to the heart of the matter and says that true worship is about the heart – v23–24. True worship must be not simply be orthodox assent to truth but must come from the heart as well (spirit).
She then realises that she’s met her match a says ‘Well, the messiah is coming one day and he’ll tell us what’s what!’ – v25. To which Jesus drops the bombshell – ‘I am he!’ – v26.

Just at the wrong moment it seems, the disciples return with dinner and the woman leaves. But not for good; she leaves her water jar – v28. because she’s coming back. She leaves not just because the disciples return but she’s heard enough! She’s now convinced enough of Jesus to go and get others to come to hear him to. Now he’s not just a Jew, a better than Jacob or even merely a good teacher (prophet). She’s nigh on convinced he’s
4. He’s The Special One - The Christ – v29
There was much she didn’t know but what she’d heard and seen in Jesus was enough to go back to the village with such a testimony and recommendation of Jesus that pretty much the whole town came out. I think that, although she phrases things in the form of a question, it’s pretty clear that she really believed Jesus and was ready to stand with him and believe he was who he was. The Christ – the one promised by God, the Saviour. 
Her leaving the water jar is actually significant. Her life before had been about simply supplying the daily needs, characterised by the water jar. Now though she has something more important and the water jar is left behind. Come to Jesus and you’ll find that too.

So, at the beginning I said that we’re probably all somewhere in the story. Where are you? How do you see Jesus? 

If you believe then let me encourage you to do what she did – tell someone! And bring others as well! 
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