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Abraham and Lot separate.   Genesis 13:1-18.

They say that money make the world go round. There are many that look to money as if it will solve all their problems. We see this weekly in the lottery.

One of the results of Abs escapade in Eygpt was the accumulation of wealth and possessions. Back in Canaan these soon prove to be a problem. One area simply could not sustain both Abraham’s and Lot’s vastly increased stock.

1) Possessions can bring Problems 
Wants and wanderings could not could not separate Ab and Lot, but possessions soon did!
It’s so very easy when one doesn’t have much to think ‘If I just had this, or that, things would be so much easier’. What we see here is that what at first sight seemed blessing untold soon turned into cause of strife, and we have a vivid reminder that even the best we enjoy down here carries with it dangers and problems. 
We may & should thank God for our jobs, and promotion if it comes; but it often comes with a price. Added pressures it puts on us, our families and our spiritual life. We may get more money but it will demand more of our time, attention and energies - which means we have less for those nearest to us. 

Possessions are not bad in themselves. Part of the promise of God to Ab and descendants is possessions, land. But how careful we need to be lest even the seeming blessings of life drive a wedge between us and our families, or worse, us and our Lord. Let us strive to keep all God may give us in proportion. Love of money, says Paul, is the root of all kinds of evil.

Abraham realises the danger of the situation. There were, it seems two things uppermost in his mind - 
· To stop the servants bickering escalating into violence. 
· The fact that the locals were watching, v7. The Canaanites and Perizzites would already be eyeing them up with some suspicion. Ab had come as a worshipper of the Most High God, the God of Glory. It wouldn’t be much of a witness to those around to see his people fighting between each other. 
· Also, if/when we let strife exist in our lives there are enemies that lurk within us that will take advantage. Things like jealousy, envy, resentment, bitterness, etc are part of the old nature that are always ready to spring into action when disputes and grievance are allowed to develop between Xians. Abram acted before this could happen, and we should too. Which brings us nicely to consider
2) How to resolve a conflict
Scripture principle is to face up to differences, not brush them under the carpet, ie Be proactive. This problem was not going to go away by ignoring it, it had to be sorted out.  The solution as far as Ab was concerned was clear. Conditions dictated one course of action, separation. As much as he may have wanted to stay as one with Lot it was not possible.
The most tempting thing when problems and differences appear is to cover them up and hope they go away, but that seldom happens! Differences do arise between Gods people. Jesus left us in no doubt what we are to do when this happens. Do not let them simmer, sort them out. 
· Matt 18:15f deals with our reaction when someone offends us. 
· Matt 5:23f tackles the situation when we know we have offended someone else.

It’s the same in both cases - go and see them, apologise if necessary; make up if at all possible. Of course this is not easy, it may well involve a great degree of humility, and risk even. Heb 12:14 ‘Make every effort to life at peace with all men’. 

Sometimes things cannot be resolved immediately. In that case, says Jesus – get some help, and some more help. Just try your hardest, as much as depends on you, to sort it. If still no success then speak to one of the leaders!

Sometimes though the differences are so great and the hurt so deep that despite everyone’s best efforts it simply won’t work. In those cases, and only after every effort (and I mean every effort) it may be wiser to agree to look at alternative solutions. 

For Ab & Lot the wisest solution was for them to split the flocks and get into different areas. They could talk all day but they would never get away from the fact that there simply was not enough grass and water to go round! Ab knew that if they went their different ways that they would be able to continue to live as friends and not as rivals. 
So in v8 we see Ab taking control of the situation and telling Lot what must be done. His approach to this is brilliant and we can learn such a lot from his attitude. Many say they want peace but will do nothing towards it. Ab says what must be done but let’s Lot make the choice. He removes as far as possible all hindrances to peace, he promotes it as much as he can. So must we! Do everything we can; as much as lies within us. leave no stone unturned.
I want to look at how Lot responded to Abrahams gracious attitude to him 
3) Lot chose selfishly.
Does not appear to think twice about taking up Abram’s offer. As we see him here he is the opportunist, pragmatist, the entrepreneur. He looks up, and takes in the scene. 
What does he see as he looks at the choice available? He sees that the Jordan rift valley is rich and fertile. He sees the cities, bustling with life and commerce – and remember he was a city boy at heart). I reckon that Lot could hardly believe his good fortune. He was in the Promised Land, and here he is being given the opportunity to have his cake and eat it as well!! He is offered the chance of a lifetime - he would be a fool not to take it!

At least that was how it appeared at the time. 

But notice the things he looked at and considered when he made his decision: He looked, he saw, he chose, v10-11. He was making decision on basis of appearance. 
· It may be that he had not heard about the reputation of the area. If that was the case he would have been wise to look a little closer first, to ask a few questions about the reality of life on the plain. 
· Or it may be that he had heard about what went on, but chose to ignore the warnings thinking he was strong enough to resist. On balance maybe he thought the opportunity was just too good to miss.

Either way, he lets his heart rule his head, and goes down to the plain. Cp Gen3:6 & James 1:14. Both show the entry of tempt thro the eye gate, and it’s progress into sin. The city boy in him meant that he got as near to the towns as possible, v12 and it was not long before the effect of the environment started to affect him. Downward spiral had begun. While Ab had been learning the lessons of faith he’d been learning the ways of the world!

4) Abram’s big hearted response
What a contrast we see when we look at Ab. How quickly he is learning. Last time we saw him taking matters into his own hand to secure his safety and welfare. This week we see him putting much higher qualities first. We’ve seen his concern for peace, a real sign of grace at work. Now we see him leaving the effects of that to God to take care. 

Last week he would have been doing what Lot does, but not now. Prepared to leave it with God, which is the confidence of faith. No longer sees it necessary to work out the situation. Content to let Lot make the choice. He takes the humble part, putting others before himself. He’ll leave the consequences of doing right to God. He’ll trust God. Ab seems to be learning fast!

In this Abram points us forward to Jesus. Abraham, who was the senior and therefore had the right to chose, is so like his greatest descendant, the One who would be his Seed, Jesus. Gladly gave up what was his, for us. Gave up his rights and took form of servant, Phil 2. He didn’t consider his equality with Father something to be clung on to at all cost. All power was his, yet he was led like a lamb to the slaughter. He came as a servant of his Father and of men. He refused to give the orders, to use his authority, even when to do so would have been easier, and bought instant results, as per wilderness tempts.

The life of faith is to trust God in all circumstances. Ab was learning this, Jesus certainly did it, and we must too.

5) We never lose by doing the right thing
After Ab let Lot chose God renewed his promise to him v14f. (Read it) This renewed promise came after Ab had let what appeared to be the best go, after he parted with what appeared to be one of the most desirable areas. God was not going to let him be diminished by this act, he is no mans debtor. We are never the poorer from obedience. 

Again we find the same in the life of Jesus. Phil 2 goes on ‘Therefore he was highly exalted’. Giving up for God’s sake ensures we will be winners in the end. 

Lot looked only for what he would gain in this life, whilst Ab was learning to look for ‘a better country, a heavenly one,’ Heb 11:16. ‘to a city with foundations whose architect and builder was God,’ Heb 11:10. Ab was learning that these promises of God extended beyond mere land and territory, and the more he trusted, the more God revealed of his plan.

Sometimes we have to lose before we gain. More blessed to give than receive. With the measure we give will it be given to us, Lk 6:38. Did Ab take a wistful look at what Lot had taken? He was content to let it go. He now trusted himself to God, not the world. 

We are fools to ourselves when we give ourselves over to materialism; when our lives and decisions are governed by the ideology and fashion of society. Possessions can never bring peace, but resting in the sure promises of God does. Disciples said ‘To whom else can we go?’, and it is true. ‘Man cannot live by bread alone, but by every word of that comes from the mouth of God’. We may have much of this world but have poverty, hunger in our souls.

6) We have to act on God's promises - v17 - Ab has been given the land, now he is to claim it, to appropriate it. 

What we have been given in Jesus is even greater, but we have to claim it. We have to apply the truth in our lives. No use wistfully looking and hoping. Requires some action from us if we are to fully appreciate all that is ours in X. We do that by faith, stepping out on the promises.

Prayer: Hold loosely his gifts; Resolve conflicts; Keep spiritual matters first in decision making; Faith to claim promise.

