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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Message Unchanged, Unchanging. 

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.   John 6: 37.

Southern Cross financial problems – ‘one thing for sure, if it will survive it will have to be rebranded.’ 

Many would say the same thing about the Church in our time; that we are on a loser, and that changes need to be made. Some suggest we need to modernise - ditch the emphasis on the Bible and the importance of Jesus, and defo that he is the only way! The exclusivity of the claims of the Bible do not sit comfortably with the all embracing, pick and mix culture we live in. Others argue that we need to go back to how things used to be; what the church needs is more reverence, more gravitas!

You know, I’m not too fussed by these debates; I’ll tell you why – simply because people said the same sort of things to Jesus himself! In Ch 5 & 6 of John we see these two things – some said he was too modern, too much of a crowd pleaser, whilst later (here in Ch 6) we see many saying too learned and complicated! The result was, as we read, that many people actually stopped following him! Look at the difference between Ch 6:1-2 & v66! Ch starts with vast crowds following him but finishes with most of these people walking away, disenchanted, thinking Jesus to be a bit of a ‘fruit and nut’ case!

The gospel and challenge of being really devoted to Jesus has always been offensive to many, so why not change it to something more popular? Well, for a very good reason; Jesus didn’t! And why didn’t he? Why did he resolutely stick to the same message regardless of peoples response, regardless of what people thought of Him? He must have realised the likely response in his hearers. Like any public speaker he would have seen as he went along that he was losing their interest and support. So why didn’t he change tack, modify, omit the unacceptable?

This is important to look at, for it answers the same question for us, and gives encouragement, both for believers and to those wondering about following Jesus. The answer is here in these verses - Rd v37-40. (V37 comes up in yellow as key verse)

I want to highlight just two things from these verses. Just two, but profoundly important!

1. Success in God's work ultimately depends on God. It doesn’t depend on us but on the work of God.

Jesus confidence didn’t lie in his ability to convince people, or in the hope that common sense would prevail in open minded people, etc. His confidence lay in God the Fathers promise and ability to bring about his purposes, which were for people to be saved. He was just the servant, the messenger doing the will of Father. That was his task, no more, no less. Success of the venture depended entirely on Father in heaven. And because of what he knew of Father he had no doubt about the end result, ‘All Father gives will come’, v37.

Why will they come? How can he be so sure? What if they don’t listen to him, if he isn’t able to persuade them? 

This tremendously important question to answer in days when so many just don’t seem to listen, when we don’t seem to be able to connect with people. What is the answer?

The answer is found in V44. ‘No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him’ People will believe, will follow him simply because of the Father will draw them. They cannot come other wise, but when he works in their heart by the Holy Spirit they will be made willing and want to come, want to believe, and want to follow. It wasn’t simply down to how winsome Jesus was, what he said or how he said it, it was down to the spiritual, unseen work of regeneration by the Father in heaven through the H/S.

And it’s the same for us also. It is not ultimately down to whether we convince them or persuade them. Fact is, however hard we try unless Father draws them they cannot come.  

How does he do this, how will he draw? Not kicking and screaming, not against will of individual; not by brainwashing them. Rather he will dispose them towards Jesus, will make them want to come. Will woo them as a man will woo a woman, he will win them. He will take the initiative, go to the individual and presents himself and his love until that person falls in love with him. 

This is what God does with his people. He reveals himself to them, he speaks to them, v45 ‘Everyone who listens to Father and learns from him comes to him.’ There is this internal revelation by Father, a work of God that happens even without the person themselves, or others, being aware of it.

This work of God needs to happen because by nature we’re spiritually dead – which is why people can’t just change, however hard they try. Only God can do it, only he can make a person spiritually alive. This is the work of ‘regeneration’, giving life to that which is dead and has to happen before the person can become willing to listen and obey God. 

This is in fact exactly what OT prophets said would happen. Prior to Jesus coming Gods people conformed out of duty to laws and regulations because they were told to. But looking forward to the time of Jesus God says through the prophet Isaiah ‘Your sons will be taught by the Lord.’ and the prophet Jeremiah had said ‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.’ No longer would obedience to God be something merely external, done because they were told to do it; rather it would come from a willing heart, worked on and inspired by God himself. No longer just responding to men, but to the inward illumination and prompting of God.

This is what Jesus is talking about just here in these verses, and we see it working out in Matt 16:17, where Peters acknowledges Jesus to be the Christ. Jesus turns to him and says ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.’ Or Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened, or Paul who had such a radical transformation.

So what we learn in all this is that understanding and belief in who Jesus is result of work of God in a persons mind and heart. It all starts with him. It all depends on Him, not us. 

Application: If we grasp this fact, as Jesus surely did, it is very liberating. For Jesus it meant that he didn’t have to go around with a worried frown, wondering if people would believe him, if he’d done enough to convince people. He didn’t go to heaven wringing his hands, hoping that all his work and sacrifice would touch enough people to make it worth while. No! It gave him great peace to know that while he was obedient to the Father he could leave the consequences to him. He could sit down in heaven knowing that those Father had given him would come, because Father had undertaken to work in them to make them want to come.

This is real encouragement for us as we seek to share the good news of Jesus. Your friends and family may seem so resistant to the message and love of Jesus, may even mock or tease. You may feel there is no hope of you convincing them. Listen – it’s not just down to you; to give new life is God’s work, not yours. Certainly like Jesus you have a responsibility to obey God, to do what you can. But know this – that those the Father has given the son will come, he’ll make sure of it! Jesus promised that, though he and his people are mocked, the gates of hell will not prevail!! God will call out his people to himself, regardless of the propaganda of the enemy. Prayer is vital!

Let me draw your attention to the second wonderful truth from v37. For it tells us about 

2. Those who come to Jesus are both welcomed and kept secure.

a) Welcome - Emphatic welcome. Amplified version says ‘I will never, no never reject one of them that comes to me’. Not simply an acceptance of any who turn up at the door, but a positive welcome, a glad to see you embrace! Give a funny illu of this. i.e. the kind of welcome you give to some one who arrives at an inconvenient time, and one you give to someone you are really glad has called by. Will never hold his hand up and say ‘No entry’. Will never say ‘you can’t come in; you’re too tall, short, old, young, good, bad, fat, thin, bad, late, etc.

b) Security of those who come to Jesus. One of the N.T.s favourite description of a Xian is to say he/she is ‘In Christ’. V37 tells us is that those who are ‘in Christ’ will never be expelled; once you are in he will never sent you away. Again use the picture of guests; like welcoming someone in and never asking or telling them to go!!  

Jesus will personally see to it that you are welcomed, and that once inside you will never be able to fall out by accident, nor will anything or anyone be able to take you away. No, he will make sure he loses none of those that come to him for salvation.

And v38-40 (on PPT) tell us why we can be so sure of this. Notice how v37 starts with ‘for’ (or ‘because’). Whole purpose of Father sending him down here was to save and keep those he gave Jesus. He didn’t come to do own will but Fathers; and Fathers will was that none of those He had given his Son be lost. To have done so would have been to be flagrantly disobedient to Father, or that he was incapable of doing what he was told. Either would disqualify him as Saviour.

So he is not going to lose any by rejecting them at the door, neither is he going to let any get back out, or be taken back out once they are in. He will lose none of them.

Application: 

· What comfort there is in these words. We all have times in life when assurance is weak. ‘How can I be sure I’m going to heaven? How can I be sure that I’ll not fall away?’ If it depended on our keeping it up, or maintaining a certain standard of cause we could never be sure. But it does not rely, depend on us or our efforts. Our final salvation depends on the keeping power of Jesus, and he has said ‘I will raise them up at the last day.’

· Lastly, these verses hold out great encouragement for any that are seeking regarding spiritual, eternal things. To those who are seeking, wanting to become a Xian He lovingly holds out the invitation to all who want to be saved. Do feel in your heart a desire to get right with God, to have a new start with your sins forgiven? Then you can come to Jesus, just as you are and he will receive you. V47, as Jesus spoke it was an invitation to believe, to come. Let nothing keep you away, for he holds out his hands to welcome you, today. He stands to welcome you in and promises never to let you go, but to raise you up when he returns to live and reign with him for all eternity.
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