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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: The Beginning of Everything
Sermon # in series: 25
Sermon Title: God’s Grace to Hagar
Bible Reference: Genesis 6: 6-16
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Lessons from God's Grace to Hagar - Genesis 16:6-16.

In many ways Hagar had been the victim in all of the trouble in the family. Her running away therefore is not very surprising. She figures that any thing must be better than the living nightmare she was in with Sarai. 

Nor will she be the last to resort to running away. Elijah ran from Jezebel, Jonah shrunk from the Lords command to go to, running to Tarshish instead. And most of us too!

The common factor in each of these episodes is that the Lord went and found them and redirected them again. So if you run away: 

1) Expect God to intervene if you run away!
There are many things that make people run. A few years ago renowned actor Stephen Fry disappeared for a few weeks, just disappeared and no one knew where he was. Why? Bad reviews and peoples expectations. I think we all feel like it at times! 

But there are some things we need to remember about running away from situations. It is rarely the solution to the problem. It certainly wasn’t here, 

· or with Elijah, 

· or with Jonah, 

· or with Onisemus in the NT. 

In each case God meets with them, and sends them back to where they should be, where he wants them.

So Hagar was wrong to run away, but the Lord doesn’t neglect her just because of this. It seems her heart is set on going back to Egypt; she is at Shur, on the border, when finally the Lord catches up with her. 

Notice how he addresses her ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai’. What do we notice about that? She is still Sarai’s servant, nothing has changed! She has changed location, but not her position. 

We can go away from God, but it doesn’t change our position, we are still his children. Cp Prodigal son who never stopped being a son!

All of this serves to highlight the grace of God in coming to her in the desert. Though she was a victim and was hurt, she was in this action in the wrong, she was a long way from where she should be, but was not too far for God to reach.

How we should thank God that his mercy is as high as the heavens and as wide as the universe! How many times have we run away, wandered away, rebelled etc., but he has sought us and found us and brought us back. Shepherd came to seek and to save! We, his children can be thankful that he will not let us go. He will not let us go; though we may run far nothing can change the fact that we are his children!

So we see that God goes after his people, to bring them back. But this passage is valuable because it also highlights what is involved in this rescue mission. Now let’s look at what it takes to actually return home – the journey of recovery if you like. First thing Hagar had to do was 

2) Face up to and admit the reality of the situation. 

Question of v8 is not posed to illicit information, but to make Hagar stop, think and confess what she was doing. She is forced to think about the real consequences of her action. Notice the question ‘Where have you come from, and where are you going?’ She answered the first, but could not answer the second. Doubtless as she trudged along the road she had rehearsed her situation over and over again in her mind. She certainly knew what she was running coming from! But as regards the future she didn’t know. What a vulnerable, dangerous position to be in! 

This searching question would have the effect of crystallising a few issues in her mind. Whilst she just thought about it she could continue to wander aimlessly without conclusions or facing the consequences. When asked to answer the ‘what?’ and ‘where?’ questions she’d have to stare reality in the face.

This is why it’s good to talk (as the old BT advert said!) It’s good to share.

Explain the Washing Machine picture. Ever had the experience of a situation where you can make no sense of it, and it goes round and round in your mind? This is what I call the ‘Washing Machine Cycle’

What the Lord does with Hagar very important. In effect he stops the cycle, so enabling things to start being untangled. 

How did he stop it? Was the first step? He got her to talk, he got her to articulate, to admit and confess the problem. This is often the hardest thing, but is essential if she is to get on the road to recovery. 

So often in life we go along in wash cycle, with things getting more and more knotted up inside. Or to use another picture we ‘bottle it up’, until the pressure become to great and we have a explosion. Explosions usually cause a mess! 

As Xian’s we can fall into the mistake of thinking we should have it all together and we often don’t let on what it really happening with us. Big concern is - ‘What do others think of me?’ We are good at keeping our masks on. I’m not suggesting that we air our dirty washing for everyone to see, but simply saying that it’s OK to admit to struggles and it’s VERY good to talk.

Especially as Xian’s. You’ve been adopted into family, not good to be alone. NT Xianity is about community, it is about mutual support; about helping, strengthening, encouraging each other. How can we do this if we don’t talk and share? Some don’t have this problem, but some of us (esp men?) certainly do!

So God got Hagar to face reality, to admit and confess her situation. Now that the cycle is stopped and the problem admitted what has she got to do? 

3) Make the long journey home!

She has got to go back home, v9! I reckon that was perhaps the hardest thing that Hagar was ever told to do. She was a long way from home, a home that she no longer felt welcome in! How must she have felt as she turned round? I reckon the journey back took longer than the one going. Usually it is the other way around, but not this time! Imagine the thoughts and questions that would have gone through her mind. How would Sarah react? What would she say? How would she be able to work for her again? What if she (Sarah) still abused her or treated her badly? etc.

The easy thing had been to run; the hard but right thing was to go back.

This is a picture of the spiritual path we have to tread from time to time. Admitting and confessing a situation is not enough. Once we have confessed something we have to turn around, we have to repent. No, it is not easy. Repentance is about the hardest thing we ever have to do. The easy thing is to leave things alone, to run.

Too many people today in churches who, like Hagar, are simply running from problems (with people or God) rather than dealing with them. They have been hurt or wronged and it has been easier to run, metaphorically or actually to change church than to work through difficulties. But running seldom solves anything. Hagar still carried the hurt and pain. It wasn’t resolved. Most people who change church carry their baggage with them!

At this point we see again the importance of the original question, ‘where have you come from and where are you going?’
I’m sure that mature reflection on these would help Hagar on journey back. 

· Where had she come from? Yes it was family with problems, but one where the Almighty God had been at work, a place where His will ruled, a place ultimately of hope and optimism, despite all the problems. 

· Where was she going? Egypt, with its superstitions, idols of wood and stone and total lack of any solid hope.

The effect was that in running away from the people she had run away from the place of God’s presence. No where that she went could make up for that.

When we run from situations or people we are likely to find that things suffer spiritually as well. We may avoid situations, but our souls will starve. Hagar was meant to be with Sarah, that role hadn’t changed. We are meant to be with the Lord, and until we get back to the place where he wants us we will not know his full blessing and power in our lives. 

Are there things that you are running from, things you don’t want to face up to, things you won’t sort out? The Lord may well ask us the same question ‘Where have you come from, and where are you going?’ 

Is it time for you to go home, back to Lords fellowship etc.? May need to sort some things out. Talk to someone, don’t keep running. 

Prayer

Sing: 
I once was lost
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