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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon # in series: 16
Sermon Title: Monsters and Anadins
Bible Reference: John 7
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

   
Monsters and Anadins. John 6:67f.
What a difference a day makes. Bad 24 hrs! 

The people loved the miracles that Jesus did as long as they benefited them. But as Jesus began to take them through the spiritual implications of what he was doing and saying most of the crowd began to leave and the leaders gathered further fuel to feed the fire of their hatred of Jesus. Those who were interested as long as they were getting some benefit soon lost interest when it became clear He was more concerned for their souls than their stomachs, and left him.
Eventually Jesus is left with just the 12 disciples, and may be a few others, around him! What a twenty four hours!! What a change!! As the last group of people trudge away Jesus looks at his disciples and asks them this searching, sad question “You do not want to leave to, do you?” 
What had been going through their minds as they saw the events of the day unfold? As they saw all these people leave and heard what they said the disciples own minds must have been racing. The high hopes they had for Jesus were disappearing before their eyes; now Jesus said ‘Are you going as well?’ The way he put the question shows that he expected a negative answer, but it was vital for the disciples to reaffirm their own allegiance to Jesus.
It was Peter who, as so often, spoke up - “Lord, to whom else can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”
He shows that he at least has grasped the truth of what Jesus has said. There may have been things difficult to grasp, but he grasped the most important thing, v63 ‘The words I have spoken are spirit and they are Life.’! This was the thing, and Peter and 10 of the disciples grasped it.
It would have been so easy for the 12 to go with the rest, but they knew that Jesus alone could give eternal life. They had already personally witnessed and experienced his power in their lives and they knew that nothing else was able to give and do what He did. 
They had followed the dead letter of the law and found no peace and assurance their. Indeed the burdens of expectation placed on them by the leaders made things worse. No, they knew that Jesus alone had life, real, eternal life to give. 
The question Jesus asked is important to us as well.
Sometimes things get tough in our lives; sometimes don’t go as we hope, expectations aren’t met; God doesn’t do what we want, expect or hope. There can be a real temptation to give up, to just drift away. Sometimes it’s friends, peer group that stop coming to church; sometimes it can be seeing and hearing what others have been doing and the time they get on Sundays and a sentiment of ‘if only’ can pass through our minds. 

It’s good to allow Jesus to ask us the same question, “You do not want to leave to, do you?” Let him ask you that question this AM.
You see, it is possible for us to fall into the devils trap of simply following Jesus for what we can get out of Him. Hopes of an easier, more peaceful life. This manifests itself when we find ourselves muttering beneath our breath when things get tough, ‘What is the point of this? it doesn’t help me.’
Friends, it is not enough to follow Jesus simply because you hope that by doing so he’ll make things better for you. You must follow him because he has the words of eternal life. To whom else can you go? Who else can give this?
What about the alternatives?
Now I know that many offer it, and for a while may seem to deliver. But can they deliver ultimate, lasting, eternal life with God? All the religions, all the philosophies in the world make promises, but can they deliver? It would be foolish to suggest they cannot make a person feel better, cope better etc. They clearly do this, but all they have is for this life; they cannot help for eternity, and THAT is the big issue. 

Some leave God, church because they see other things to do and take their time – Demas! But ‘what does it profit a person if they gain the whole world yet lose their soul?’
Any of you here tempted to stop following; or even not start following? Will you go to? To whom else will you go? Turn your back on Jesus and you turn your back on life. Others may promise much, but they cannot deliver. They may give a high, a form of escapism down here, but not ETERNAL life, and that is what counts.
OK, let’s move on.
After these things Jesus wisely kept a low profile for a while, staying in the Galilee area. He did not deliberately court trouble. The hatred of the Jewish authorities had reached such a peak that it made it extremely dangerous to leave his home area, v1.
But we now move on 6 months, to October and to the time of one of the three great Jewish feasts, the Feast of Tabernacles. This was one of the great occasions in the Jewish calendar. It was a time of joy and celebration as the people looked back to the Jews journey through the wilderness, and forward to the promised kingdom of the Messiah. 
This feast was one that every male Jew went to if at all possible. Jerusalem was always filled with people from all over the country, and further afield for this festival. And this is the setting and background for the events and teaching of this chapter.
In the days leading up to the festival Jesus male sibling prepared to go to Jerusalem, but noticed that Jesus wasn’t. As they are about to leave they urge him to go down to Jerusalem, v3-4. This little exchange between Jesus and those closest to him is the other thing that I want to look at before we finish this morning 
What are we to make of their advice? Why did they urge him to go? John tells us that they did not believe yet, v5, so maybe they want him killed? 
But, there’s nothing to suggest this; it’s just that they were sceptical of what he said. Probably more like ironic teasing. They didn’t take his claims about being the messiah seriously (after all, they were his brothers!) It is likely that they were giving him some friendly, though not all that serious advice that if he really is who and what he says he ought to making some kind of impact and not hiding up here in Galilee! What better opportunity to do his signs and gather a crowd than to be at the festival. After all, numbers have been a bit low lately! Down in Jerusalem he’d enjoy the biggest crowds of his career, and word would spread quickly also. This was a marketing opportunity to good to miss! Besides, they may have reasoned, if he is going to make a real impact and not just remain a fringe player, regarded by the authorities as merely some rural eccentric, he needs to make an impact where the action really is, and that is Jerusalem.
This seems to be the implication of what they say in v3-4.
But Jesus is not working to a human agenda, but a divine time table. V6 ‘The time is not right yet for me to go’. He is simply saying that they want him to cause a stir, but he will go at the right time, when all is quiet, and slip in unnoticed, unannounced.
They figured that to secure his ends he needed to play to the crowds, dazzle them with his power. But you see, Jesus knew that mere signs and wonders would not create faith. This had already failed, the crowds had left him despite all the astonishing things he had done. No, his way was not signs but the cross. He is later to say this explicitly, said ‘When I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all men to myself’, Jn 12:32. The attraction of Jesus could not simply be the miracles, but must be the cross, and what the does accomplished – forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God. That had/has to be the starting place, everything else follows. 
Simply following Jesus for the sake of a better life wasn’t what it was all about. It wasn’t enough. Jesus didn’t come just for a short term fix – he came to save our souls, to give eternal life. And Jesus knew that to purchase that salvation, that eternal life for others he had to die. Popularity wasn’t enough, didn’t deal with the main problem. People had/have to believe in him for forgiveness and reconciliation not just a better life.
There are many today who are like these bro’s of Jesus. Like them, they think it’s all about the miracles, all about Jesus making life better. They follow him for what they hope he’ll give them but don’t get to the cross! In effect their belief is only superficial. 
Many believe in the historical person of Jesus, even that he did wonderful things, but there is no personal, saving faith. Let me illustrate this - 
Do you believe in Loch Ness monster? Do you believe in Anadin? Same question but two different kinds of belief. Person may or may not believe in the monster. Question about Anadin is different. Not asking whether you believe that Anadin exists, but do you use it, do you put your confidence in it to help you get better? ‘I’m a great believer in Anadin’.
Now it’s possible to have Nessie faith in Jesus, you believe in him as historical figure. Great, but so what! So you believe in Jesus! So, says Jesus, do the demons, but they are not saved. We, each of us need Anadin kind of faith. Believe in him and depend on him his death, rely on him for healing of sin.
This is the kind of belief we each need. Do you have it? Knowledge of him is not enough. Jesus bro’s certainly knew all about him, but didn’t trust him. What about you?
In these verses this AM we have seen various reactions to Jesus. The Jews hated him, along with others who said he was a fraud, v13. Bro’s believed he was a good man, as did others in v12. Peter said he was the Holy One of God and committed himself to him. 
What about you! What sort of faith have you got? Nessie or Anadin? 
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