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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 2nd October 2011
Series name: ‘Genesis’ – The Beginning of Everything
Sermon # in series: 28
Do the present day Jews have a divine right to the Promised Land?
Bible Reference: Genesis 17:7-8 (and others)
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Genesis 17:7-8

I want to stay in this 17th Chap of Genesis tonight and continue to look at the covenant God made with Abraham. Last time we considered the role and reasons of circumcise in it. Tonight I want to look very specifically at God’s promise to Abraham of the land. Rd v7-8 again.

This is an incredibly important subject because the troubles in the Middle East really focus on Israel’s claim to divine right for the land. This covenant is the real reason behind all the political and military upheaval that so frequently fills our TV news. It is impossible to minimise the importance of what we’re looking at tonight.

I also know that it’s a point of difference between Christians! Because of the importance and the differences of opinion I want to do it justice by looking carefully at what I think are the important passages. Some will love it, some won’t, but as I say, hang in with us, because it is important and will help you understand and have an opinion on the stuff you see and hear in the Middle East.

Reading this verse and others like it seems to indicate that it’s an open and shut case, there surely is not room question or debate! But I I have to say that it’s not actually that simple!

Principle of Hermeneutics - One of the rules of properly understanding the Bible is comparing scripture with scripture. (Explain this!) NT sheds light on OT and OT sheds light on NT. Must always look at the bigger picture, and in this case especially there is a much bigger picture than first imagined. 

Closely connected to this is the fact of what we call Progressive Revelation. God doesn’t say everything there is to say/know about everything in one go. Take God himself! Gen 1 gives us a little glimpse, but as we read on we get to learn over the centuries more and more about God until the coming of Jesus concluded it. 

Same thing happens here in this promise to Abraham. At first sight it does indeed seem to be water tight and have only one literal interpretation, but time and revelation will show that his plan is actually bigger and better than even Abraham realised.

The question is then ‘Does the land of Canaan still belong to the descendents of Abraham by divine decree? Do they have a God given right to it today?’ 
I want to answer this with another question ‘Who are the descendents of Abraham?’ Someone will say, ‘Well it’s obvious isn’t it – it’s the Jews’. But for two reasons that’s a little simplistic, a) because Abrams descendant include Ishmael – the father of the Arab nations &) because the New Testament sheds much clearer light on whom God had in mind as the recipients of the promise when he first spoke to Abraham. In a nutshell it teaches us that the promises are not simply to the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, but apply rather to those who share the same faith – regardless of race. 
Let me show you:
1. Rom 9:6-9. Context of verse? Paul's response to the charge that God has failed his people Israel because so many of them don’t believe. In this context he defends God by revealing a really important truth; v6 – ‘not all who are descended from Israel are Israel’, and v8 - ‘It is not the natural born children that are God’s children but the children of the promise who are regarded as A’s offspring’.
What this verse says is that simply being a descendent of Abraham is not enough to guarantee a person to be a child of God! God’s purpose never was to save every descendent of Abraham – not all Israel are Israelites! There is if you like a true spiritual Israel within the national Israel. God’s attention and focus is on what Paul calls the ‘true Israel’ – that is those who genuinely believe and trust in the promises of God, which by the time of Paul included Jesus as the messiah. 

So what we learn here first then is that the initial promise in Gen 12, 15 & 17 did not mean all the physical descendent of Abraham would saved or inherit the covenant blessings, such as land.  A 2nd, even more important passage - 
2. Ephesians 2:11-18 - here in this passage we have the stunning discovery that God’s plans, covenant promises actually include not only the believing Jews but also the believing Gentiles (non Jews). Look carefully at what he says – v12, v13, v14, v15b, 19.
We must not overlook the enormity of what Paul is teaching us here. Under the inspiration of God he is saying that now, everyone who believes and trusts in Jesus is brought into the one family of God. Previous to this it was just the believing, trusting Jews. But after Pentecost the message/invite goes out that every believer in included. Included in what? The covenant blessings, v14! There are not two peoples of God – the Jews and the rest; there is only one made up of believing Jews and believing gentiles. 
It is this group that in 1 Peter 2:9 Peter calls ‘A chosen people, royal priesthood, holy nation, people belonging to God’.  This isn’t separate to Israel, it includes believing Israelites. 

This is the ‘one new man’ of Eph 2:15. Paul couldn’t say it more clearly than he does Romans 2:28-29 - A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, … no a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly’. I.e., if he is a believer and has separated himself by the H/S to Jesus. 
What we see here is that a true Jew, the recipient of the covenant promises, is not someone who can trace their line back to Abraham or has been circumcised, but is rather someone who has simply believed God and trusted Jesus as saviour and Lord – whose heart is separated and whole hearted for God.
One more passage:

3. Galatians 3:16. The ‘seed’ (direct ref here to Gen 12:7) to whom the promises ultimately apply reveals Paul is none other than Jesus – it’s to Jesus that the promises ultimately belong. He is the one God had in mind, reveals Paul, when God made the promise.  (This isn’t my commentary, this is straight scripture!)

Now I want you to look at v28-29 and note carefully what God says here. This is simply stunning – if anyone is in Christ then they are included as heirs of the promises. These promises of Gen 17 are theirs also. 

This fact that the Jews of Jesus day and the NT couldn’t get their heads around. For them it was all about the Jews, them only – the word was very clear! The rest were dogs and could go to Hell – literally. Eph 3:4-6 speaks of the ‘mystery of the gospel’. This is the mystery – that the promises in the OT were not just for the Jews after all, but include every believer! 

There are plenty of other passages I could take you to reinforce this but we need to get back to where we started – 

Where does this leave the promise of the land?
What we’ve seen in this examination of scripture is that the promise of the land is actually a promise for all God’s people – not just or merely Abram’s ancestors. The land is promised to all who are true Jews, Jews in heart – i.e. believers in Jesus. The land belongs to us also then!
But here’s the fun bit – not just the strip of land that is argued about on the east coast of the Med, it’s actually way, way bigger than that. When we look in the NT we discover that the land in the covenant was actually the whole world.

There are little giveaways in Jesus comments like ‘The meek shall inherit the earth’ (Matt 5:5) but it’s the like of Romans 4 where it starts to become really clear. 4:13 takes the promise of the land from Gen 17 and expands it to say that Ab and his descendents were heirs to the whole world! The land has become the world!
Not that this would have surprised Abraham; he understood this better than we do sometimes! Heb 11:9-10. Yes he lived in the Promised Land, but for him this wasn’t the final destination – he was looking ahead, for a better promised land – the city with foundations whose architect and builder is God. Cp also Heb 11:13-16 – Ab, Isaac, Jac all admitted they were but aliens and strangers on earth. Their hope was not focused on this piece of real estate, but as v16 says, on a better country, a heavenly one.

This hope then, this promise of Gen 17 finds it fulfilment in the new heaven, the new city, the new Jerusalem in the new heavens and earth (Rev 22). Heaven was and still is the ultimate promise of God to his people. The Promised Land is actually bigger and better than first revealed!

But what of it now? Does the Jewish nation, Israel, have a right to land now?
I believe that the answer is yes and no! 

· Yes, the Jewish nation should have some land, because like every other people group it’s a basic human right to have somewhere to live. They should not be excluded; people like Pres Ahmajinedad of Iran are quite wrong to say that the Israelite state should be annihilated. We should defend their rights like we do any other country – but not because they have a divine right. 

But
· No, because we’ve seen that God’s people is identified not by ethnicity but by belief in Jesus. God does not have two peoples – the Jews and the church – but one group, made up of believing Jews and believing gentiles. It is this group that is the rightful inheritors of the promises, not simply the ethnic group. ‘The land’ belongs to all God’s people, Jew or gentile. 
· And No, because Even if the promise was a nationalistic one to the Jews they still wouldn’t have a divine right to claim the land now because they refusing God himself. because even in any case the present nation is still resisting God, they do not believe in Jesus and are therefore continue to put themselves outside the covenant promises.
Our hope, the believing Jews hope is not only for this life, for a strip of land now, it’s an eternal inheritance – heaven itself.

Prayer

Sing:
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