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Sermon # in series: 17
Sermon Title: ‘The Light’
Bible Reference: John 8:12-20
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
October 2011 Family service

Adult talk: John 8:12 – 20 – ‘The Light’
How many of you have ever had to act as a witness to an accident or other incident?

I can only recall one time for me – theft of wine from Meriel’s.

Even if we haven’t we prob all know the drill – you simply say what you saw or heard. You don’t really draw conclusions as to why the thing happened, you just say what you know and leave the speculation for the professionals.

We heard earlier Jon & Bev’s ‘testimony’ about the work of Jesus in their lives and the difference he makes to them. Whether you believe them of not is up to you, but it’s difficult for someone else to say what they say is wrong. They know, and have ‘testified’ to what they’ve seen, felt and heard of Jesus. They know the difference he’s made to them. Such testimonies, I find, are great encouragements to believe also. Most people want to know ‘Does it work?’ Well here are two people who say it does!

In our Bible passage, John 8, we read Jesus testimony about himself 
We see, as always now, people trying to find fault with what Jesus is saying. Ridiculed by his enemies
When Jesus says that he is the light of the world – v12 - his opponents’ immediately round on him to say that he has no right to say such a thing. ‘Here you go again, making these outlandish claims about yourself; you’ve got no right to. You say I’m this and I’m that, but what you say just doesn’t hold water, your witness, testimony is not valid. You’re the only one saying it and you need another to verify it. No one is backing you up.’ 
But Jesus isn’t fazed by this – he knows something his opponents’ don’t! He does have another witness to back up his claims – v18 – his Father! (He’s referring to God in heaven.

Understandably people want to know who he means when he says this but he refuses to humour them and take the discussion any further because he knows they won’t believe him.

But for those who have even half a mind to believe what Jesus says there is really good evidential reason to believe what he says. His words are backed up by his actions.
The evidence is in the miracles he was doing. Acts 2:22 ‘This man Jesus was accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know’
No one seriously denied what he was doing, but sadly many refused to accept the reason or the significance of them. Those things Jesus did was God the Father showing people who he was, like Father own testimony of Jesus. He wasn’t someone just talking a fine talk, he did things that backed up what he said. 

· For those of you who believe be encouraged by what you read of Jesus works.

· Uncertain yet? Who else has done what he did? 

But now let me just say a little about his statement on this occasion, because it’s very significant.

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.

Implies that without him the world is a dark place – and it is isn’t it!
· Darkness as to purpose, direction, right and wrong; real value and hope. No one really seems to know the right way, politicians, scientists and religions squabble over who’s right and which is the way to do things. Darkness!
19th century Enlightenment is now proving to be not so enlightening!

Into this dark world Jesus comes and calls us to follow him (v12). The call to follow him is important He doesn’t simply call us to believe him, but to follow him.

Cinema or theatre – assistants with little torches.

It’s a very significant call because the festival occasion on which he made this call was/is a remembrance of the Jewish wilderness wanderings. It recalls the pillar of cloud and light that led the Israelites during that time; the Israelites were to follow the fire, the light. Jesus is referring directly to this experience and says in effect – ‘you followed that light then, now is the time to follow me’. 

That was an outrageous claim! And I’ll tell you why – The fire in the wilderness was nothing less than the presence of God with them. Ex 13:21 ‘By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way, and at night by a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or by night.’ That was God’s manifest presence with his people. Jesus is saying exactly the same – ‘Follow me, just as you followed God in the wilderness, I’m the Light given you by God’. 
Why follow him? Two promises:

a. First one negative: ‘You’ll not walk in darkness’. You will not be subject to all the things we associate with trying to walk in the dark – uncertainty, hidden danger, fear. These things characterise many people’s lives still today. Many admit to great degree of uncertainty in their lives; a sense of an ultimate lack of direction, a purposelessness. They try to fill their lives with all kinds of things to smother this, but the cold light of day reveals just how empty these things are. Many, many live with a deep rooted, if unacknowledged fear.

b. Second promise is positive ‘You will have the light of life’. 
Pillar of fire gave direction to Israelites; gave assurance of God’s presence; assured them of a final place of rest, a sense of direction, hope, not simply some pointless wandering that end up nowhere. Also protection. God was with them! 

Was there even at night to give them light, that they could make progress even when things were dark. Distinct advantage over those around them, and over any who would harm them. This what Jesus offers those who follow him. 

You say ‘I wish I had those things’? Jesus says you can! 

Just look at what he says ‘Whoever follows me’, means just that! No one excluded. 

To ‘follow’ is a very helpful description of what it is to be a Xian. For the Israelites following the light meant falling in behind it, letting it be their guide. Following Jesus is just the same! Submitting to him as Lord and leader of your life in all you think and do. Yes, it will mean change in attitude and action. Cannot follow Jesus and yet carry on as before!

But it brings incredible change to life – hope, direction, purpose, safety (Rom 8:28)
Want that light? Then the offer if here from Jesus – follow me and I’ll give you these things. Want to know more? Christianity explored, starting tonight! 
Follower already? Stick close to him, follow him, let him lead and guide as it’s the best way to enjoy the benefits of being a follower of Jesus.

Prayer
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