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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 23rd October 2011
Series name: ‘Believe’ 
Sermon # in series: 18
Sermon Title: How’s your eyesight?
Bible Reference: John 9
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
How’s your eyesight? John 9
Intro: Picture of Eric Selby - For two decades, Eric Selby had been completely blind and dependent on a guide dog to get around. But after having an artificial retina put into his right eye, he can detect ordinary things like the curb and pavement when he's walking outside. 

It is incredible that what scientists are only now just starting to be able to do what Jesus did completely in a matter of moments for this poor man in John 9.

I want to have a look with you at this incident this morning because it throws up all kinds of issues up. As a conclusion to the sermon this morning I’ll be offering to pray for those who are unwell, because I believe that the Jesus who healed this man is able to do just the same today. 

Let me start by briefly drawing your attention to the connection of theme between this incident and what Jesus had been teaching in Ch 8. John includes this miracle here not because it happened straight afterwards, it prob didn’t, but because it is a sign that points to Jesus as the Light of the world. An active demonstration if you like.
Outline the story

· Jesus walking along with his disciples and comes across this man who had been blind since birth. He was begging by the road – it was a pitiful existence to be a beggar. 
· Disciples saw him and it raised an important and urgent question in their mind – ‘Who sinned, this man or his parents?’ I’ll come back to that in a mo!

· Having given the answer, and without asking the man, Jesus made a mudpack with spit and dust and applied it to the mans eyes and sent him off to the pool of Siloam – again significant. Siloam means ‘Sent’, and was built during reign of King Hezekiah some 600 years earlier, around 580 BC.  Can read of this in 2 Chron 32:2f. Sennecarib, king of Assyria was at the point of attacking Jerusalem, whose only water supply was from a spring outside the city walls, to the North. If Sennecarib blocked this off then Jerusalem would fall very quickly. Hez ordered a major scheme to tunnel under the city walls, through nearly 600m of solid rock, to the source of the spring so that the water would be directed into the city via an underground conduit. The water was collected in a pool about 10m by 17m. This pool was named Siloam, as the water was ‘sent’ from outside. The people also saw it as a provision of God, a God-send, in a time of real trouble. Thus the pool became linked with Gods provision and help. It became a place where rabbis would sit to help and advise the people. It is significant then that Jesus sent the man to the place symbolic of Gods help.
· The man goes, washes and comes back seeing!

· Well, that just raised a whole host of questions – ‘How did it happen?’, ‘Who did it?’ ‘Are you really him?’ Many simply didn’t/couldn’t believe it, even those who he lived with as neighbours. Remember he had been blind from birth and something like this had never, ever been done before! 

· The biggest problem came, as always, from the religious leaders – they went ballistic! Healed ON THE SABBATH!

· They question him extensively but in the end he turns the tables on them – v30 ‘This is remarkable …’. With that they throw the insolent, ignorant little upstart who dared to question them out of the temple.   

· When Jesus hears of this he goes to find him and introduces himself to him in another way, as his Saviour and hope. 
There are two kinds of blindness here but before I look at them let me go back, briefly, to the question the disciples asked.

“Who sinned, this man of his parents?” They’re struggling, really, with the issue of suffering, of why bad things happen in the world. The common belief was that if a bad thing happened it was God punishing them. Some (esp Xians who ought to know better still believe this!). (I had this very question from a young child this week!)
But Jesus says it’s nothing of the kind! He doesn’t give a deep theological or theoretical reason why this man was blind; he simply says that he was allowed to be born blind so that a greater good could take place – v3. 

We all struggle with the issue of suffering to some degree; it’s certainly the number one problem for unbelievers. Just why does He allow it? Why doesn’t he do something about it? Jesus simply says that in this case there is a reason for it – God’s greater glory. In this instance it gave Jesus the chance to show his grace and power. The man didn’t deserve the healing, or even ask for it – but Jesus did it, because it’s the kind of God he is and it’s what he can do!

· Our problem with suffering is that we seldom recognise the greater good. But there are a number of good things that can come from suffering, things we wouldn’t otherwise appreciate or experience:
· We wouldn’t receive and experience the wonder of godlike compassion and caring. 
· Nor would we have the opportunity to serve others, which brings us such fulfilment. 
· Suffering has been the backdrop to the most amazing feats and triumphs of endurance – showing the wonder of the human body. 
· Suffering has prompted discovery of the wonders of the human body and science that we may well not have done. It has prompted the development of medicine and shows the wonder of the human spirit and intelligence
· Perhaps most of all, as in the case of the man here, our suffering has shown us more of God than we would other this not have known. His grace – the man didn’t deserve, nor even ask Jesus to heal him. But Jesus did it! It shows Jesus compassion, his care, his sacrifice, his power.
And above all this event was actually a sign – pointing to something bigger. God has done something about suffering – he sent Jesus who died on the cross to defeat Satan and sin and pave the way for final victory for right and good. All those who believe and follow will be part of that and enjoy the benefits. 

Jesus to John the Baptiser - Lk 7 ‘Go and report back to John what you see – the Blind receive sight deaf hear, …’. These were the signs of the kingdom. And what he’s started he will complete. What happens here is like a little foretaste of what Jesus will do for his people when he returns from heaven. Every now and then he breaks in with these little tasters, little demonstrations of what he’s got in store for those who love him. May it please him to do it today for his glory.   

But all this is comes from the disciples question about who was to blame for the man’s blindness.
Let’s think about this blindness – because as we read the account we surely end up asking ‘Just who is most blind in this incident?’ Because in truth there is two types of blindness going on here aren’t there! The physical blindness and the spiritual blindness.

The spiritual blindness of the religious leaders is far more serious than the physical condition of the beggar. Tough as that was for him it wouldn’t keep him out of heaven. He ended up believing in Jesus, realising that Jesus was the messiah that he had been waiting for. In v38 we find him realising who Jesus was and worshipping him! That was actually an even more important miracle for him than the first. This was what Jesus came to do – far more important that physical healing here and now. ‘What profit a person if gain whole world, yet lose his soul’
The Pharisees on the other hand resolutely refused to believe, despite the plain evidence in front of them. My dad would often say to me when I asked him something obvious - ‘Are you blind or something’. Well here was a man who had been blind but now could see – ‘Are you blind or something?’

Yes they were! All they were concerned with was that Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath. Horror of horrors! That fact blinded them from seeing the enormity of what Jesus had done – healed a man who had been blind from birth. For some reason that unprecedented miracle doesn’t seem to matter to them. The only thing they can do is to criticize Jesus for doing it on the wrong day!

They haul the once blind man up before them and demand how it happened, v14, then when he tells them they simply dismiss Jesus as a shaman, a man with a devil. ‘He cannot be from God or he’d have waited till tomorrow’ was, in effect, what they said. 
They then question that a miracle even took place and called in the mans parents ‘Is this really your son? Maybe there’s a bit of mistaken identity, witness swap’ 

‘Yep, that’s our boy, but don’t get us involved in what’s happened, we don’t know and don’t want anything to do with it!’ – Great parents!
Back they go to the healed man again – ‘Come on own up, you’re a God fearing man, tell us the truth’ – v24. ‘Look, you know a lot more about religion than I do, you’re the experts. I don’t know whether the man who healed me is good or bad, but I know one thing – he made me see’.

The guy didn’t understand it all, but he knew he’d been healed . The Pharisees though couldn’t even accept the plain facts of the healing, let alone who did it. 

This is especially tragic because the evidence was right there in front of them – they just refused to acknowledge it. These men knew all the theology, they knew their Bibles back to front, but they wouldn’t believe in Jesus, and therefore remained in darkness, and would die in darkness and spend eternity in darkness – with all that meant.

But they needn’t have done. Had they swallowed their pride that day they would have believed, they would have received Light, The Light and been guided safely to heaven.

Conclusion/Application: I’m not asking you this morning if you understand everything – you may have big questions, but I am asking you if you’ll keep your mind shut to Jesus this morning, or whether for once and at last you’ll recognise who he is and let him bring to you the light of life. 

Jesus undoes the darkness for this man and he wants to do the same for you. There are many here who gladly testify to the difference Jesus has made. We’ve heard several testimonies recently about the difference Jesus has made to them since they believed, and since they started to follow him properly. The help, comfort, peace, purpose and joy he brings – like the light being switched on.  Kerry’s book.
I would like to pray with you now. 

· First of all I want to pray for the bigger and most important thing – healing of spiritual blindness. If you have refused to bow to Jesus before but want to today then I want to lead you in a prayer – but it’s absolutely ital that you pray this for yourself. Show sinners prayer
· Now because we believe that Jesus still has the power to glorify the father through healing people I want to ask if there’s any of you that would like Jesus to touch and heal you. Let’s ask him to do this to glorify himself, to make people think more of him, that he might become famous.

Who would like to be prayed for? – those who haven’t been prayed for first, and then I’ll come to others. 
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