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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 8th January 2012
Series name: N/A
Sermon # in series:
Sermon Title: ‘Let us rise up and build’!
Bible Reference: Nehemiah 2:18
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Let us arise & Build”  Nehemiah 2:18  

As I mentioned last week, with all the talk of buildings and refurbishment we’ve had over the last couple of years the story of Nehemiah in the Bible has never been far from my mind. As we start this year, the year that we very much hope to make a start on our refurbishment work I feel the Lord has laid on my heart a word to encourage us to continue to move forward in a spirit of faith and trust in him.

For the sake of those who don’t know the story let me just fill you in:

· Politically Babylon was the world superpower and in 605BC Judah (southern Israel), became pretty much a puppet state of Babylon who took by force some of Judah’s brightest and best young men back to the Babylon. 

· In 597 BC many of the Jews were taken into exile in Babylon, many 100’s of miles to the East. The idea was that this would teach the Jews a lesson and they would submit to the Babylonian rule.

· However they didn’t! and 10 yrs later after another uprising the Babylonians returned and ransacked Jerusalem, all it’s public building, destroyed it’s security walls and took all the leading politicians, civil servants and anyone else of note back to Babylon, leaving Jerusalem in ruins and Judah a wasteland.
That’s the politics. Behind this was a great spiritual force at work. These Jewish inhabitants of Judah were God’s people, supposed to be dedicated to him. But they weren’t and he had long warned them that their actions and behaviour would result in punishment by exile if they continued to ignore him and bring his name into disrepute. This is the big story behind the exile.

But it was never God’s intention for the exile to be forever; he’d said they would get released after 70 years, and so, right on cue, in 538BC, almost exactly 70 after the first exiles were taken, a decree was passed by the new king of Persia/Babylon, that those Jews who wanted to could return him. 
· Several, but by no means all, took the opportunity to return, with a desire rebuild the nation, and rebuild the infrastructure and especially the capital city Jerusalem.

· However, it turned out to be much harder than expected and work was slow and dispiriting. So much so that nearly a 100 years later the rebuilding of Jerusalem the capital city was still nowhere near complete, and significantly the wall around the city was still just a pile of rubble. This meant it was still vulnerable to attack, defenceless and a joke in the eyes of the nations around.

This is where we pick up the story of Nehemiah. In the year 445BC Nehemiah, a Jewish civil servant working for the king in Babylon hears of the state of the city from his family who had made the journey home. He’s a proud Jew and his heart is stirred at the report he hears. He’s deeply, deeply affected – 1:3-4 and gets to a point where he cannot sit and do nothing – he’s got to go and help. Now, he’s not a builder, he’s the kings personal valet, the cupbearer. But with the kings permission & blessing he makes the journey to Jerusalem with a determination in his heart to end the shame of the ruined city, to get things moving and get the walls rebuilt. 
After a private but thorough inspection of what would be involved he got the key people together and gave a rousing speech imploring them get on with the work – 2:17-18. To which the people replied ‘Let us start rebuilding’ or as the ESV puts it ‘Let us rise up and build’

These are the words that have been planted in my heart for the beginning of this year – ‘let us rise up and build’; I believe that the time has come for us to start; I believe that this year should be the year to get to work and see some action. These are the words I believe the Lord has laid on my heart for us as we start this year – Let us rise up and build. Note first what went before this response 
This wasn’t just some whim, some self grandiosing project. It was borne out of a desire for God’s honour. 1:4 – he wept and mourned when he heard these things. It wasn’t meant to be this way! It was dishonouring to the Lord for his people to be like they were. 
1. Before the work started Nehemiah ….
· prayed to God (earnestly, sincerely). And clearly as he did it was laid on his heart by the Lord that he was the one to do something about it. 
· petitioned the King & explained the situation. He wasn’t confident – he was after all the cupbearer, the valet; building clearly it wasn’t his sphere of ministry! When he speaks to the king it wasn’t with personal bravado, but with a determined meekness. He probably got more than he dared hope – the king releases him to go, and is willing to sponsor him as well – 2:8.

· planned the job. His first thing in Jerusalem was to undertake a careful and thorough inspection of the job in hand.

Only after all this does Neh say it’s time to rebuild – 2:17
Our project is no short term knee jerk reaction. Those new here need to know this! It’s been in the pipeline and a desire for 12 or more years. There has been an enormous amount of prayer (though more is still needed!) and thought go into this. We’ve spoken and are still speaking to a lot of people asking for help. May it please God to grant us the same favour as Neh got from the king. And we have planned and still are!. Note second 
2. The Enthusiastic response of the people!

OK, let’s do it – 2:18. And they thought of it not just as a work of necessity, but as a ‘good work’! Why good?  Good because they’d delayed the work for way too long and it needed to be done; was good because it would take away the shame of the people, shame of God’s people; good because it would give them security.
· I am convinced that what we desire to do is also a good work, it’s not bad, it’s not a necessary evil, it is a good work – just as it was when the building was first put up. Why?  

a. Because it is currently dishonouring to God – he should have the best if he’s going to have anything! Not honouring to him to have a down at heal place for his people. 

b. Because it will honour God

c. Because we’ll be able to do things we cannot now do for him

3. The involvement of the People. 

If you read Ch 3 it becomes clear that everyone did what they could, everyone did their little bit. None said ‘oh, it’s not my thing, I’ll leave it for the others. The priests did their bit – 3:1, Uzziel, a goldsmith and Hananiah, a perfume maker, did their bit, 3:8; Shallum, one of the rulers did his bit and got his daughters to help him – 3:12. 
This is a great example to us – everyone involved, working together and in harmony. This is a great chance for us all, old and young, leaders or not, to be involved. Let none of us say ‘I don’t do this, I’m a perfume maker!’ Even the soft fingered perfume maker put himself out and cut his hands and got blisters in the work!

But good as it is let’s not kid ourselves that it will be without difficulties and discouragements!

4. As soon as they started the work there was opposition & discouragement – lots of it and from various sources! 

Note Tobiah, Sanballet and Gesham and the tactics they used! 
· Ridicule and mocking, and anger - Ch 2:19 & 4:1-3;
· Deceit and physical intimidation – Ch 6 (esp v2 & 13)
· Innuendo, legal intimidation -  6:6-7
In the midst of this came Economic crisis – 5:1-3, (which they probably saw coming but knew they had to do the work regardless) with all the implications of that - internal squabbles, bickering. 
5. How the discouragement was countered 

· Prayer – 4:4
· Sword and trowel  - 4:17
· Some stood guard whilst others worked – 4:16
· Supporting each other – 4:20
6. End result was a completed work – in just 52 days
· The work was completed – 6:15. They got the job done, a staggering feat, which much have given them such a buzz, but equally it had become a cause of evangelism - 
· God was feared by the nations – 6:16!
I cannot promise that our work will be done in 52 days, or even that it will all be done in one go. But we will do what we can and God will give us and help us where we can’t. I believe it is a good work, it’s one in which God calls us all to play our part, however young we are. There was only one group of people that didn’t join in – they were the men of Tekoa who, we’re told, would not put their shoulders to the work’ You won’t be one of those people, will you? Disappoints others, dishonours God and slows things down. Let’s do our bit, build the part of the wall we can, even if it’s not our gifting. 

We can all pray, we can all give and many of us will be able to do some work. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and we will no longer be a disgrace. The people replied Let us arise and build. Let us do the same for the sake of the Lord’s glory.
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