All age talk

Any of you scared of anything? Grown ups?

Make a list and tally things most are afraid of. 

How many scared of the dark? 

Well I’ve brought some things that would help us if it was dark today:

Candles (birthday), wind up torch, head light, Tilley, light bulb
Trouble is when I needed one recently I didn’t have a single one with me. 
Tell of present drop and puncture on way home. No light! Stuck and I wondered what to do. In the end I decided to call my brother to ask him to bring me a torch.

I needed light because I just couldn’t see what to do.

You will find that life is like that quite often – it’s hard to know what to do, should I do this or that. Sometimes other people will tell us to do things and we might not know if they are right or wrong. 

Let’s listen to a bit from the Bible that tells us about this – John 1:1-9. 
Listen carefully because it talks about Jesus, and talks about him coming from heaven into the world. Listen carefully because afterwards I want you to see how many of you spot what Jesus is compared to. 
OK what did John say Jesus is? The light shines in the darkness
Jesus is the LIGHT

Tells us that world is a dark place. Dark can be scary, uncertain, worrying and it’s much nicer, safer when we have someone to be with us - especially someone who knows what they’re doing, who isn’t lost also. 

And that’s what Jesus came here for – to help us safely through life.
This part of the bible describes Jesus as a LIGHT. He’s like a torch to light things up so we know what to do.

· Shows us how bad we really are to God! Often we think we’re pretty good and not much wrong with us. 
But here’s something you can do sometime when you’re in a car at night. Look at the windscreen and see if you can see the dirt! Usually in the dark the dirt doesn’t notice, but if you go into a light area you can see it. Go back into the dark and it seems to go away. It doesn’t disappear, it’s just that we don’t see it! 
We don’t really know what we’re like until we compare ourselves to Jesus and his teaching. (Get a child to read it)
So he shows us our bad side, but he as importantly he shows us something else
· Jesus us the way to heaven. Lots want to get there but Jesus came to make sure we knew the way and to guide us there. Mum or dad ever taken the wrong turning in the car and gone down wrong road, thinking it’s the right one? Maybe have never told you about it – ask them! I think most of us have.
· Jesus shows us the right way to heaven. He says he’s the way. Follow him, ask him to forgive wrong things.
· Only way – any other way is a wrong road!

Sing: I once was frightened of spiders!
