Page 2 of 4

[image: image1.png]&y WhittonbaptistChurch

Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 15th January 2012
Series name: If you want to walk on water you have to get out of the boat
Sermon # in series: 2
Sermon Title: Trapped by fear
Bible Reference: Matthew 25:14-30
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Trapped by fear – Matthew 25: 
Unopened or unused gift! Spode tea set
Or generally what we do with an expensive, valuable present. Keep it safe, maybe hide it away, protect it at all costs? Or use it like it’s meant to be, and in most cases, intended to be?
Everything we have are gifts from God; our life is a gift. In addition, he has given us each at least one gift, a talent if you like – big question is what will we do with them? How well we use it; whether we will open it and risk it or not!
What does God want? Stay safe, risk averse, or step out and risk scratching it, getting it wet, dropping it – or as in getting out of the boat, a dunking? 

We don’t have to speculate on the answer – we have it clearly in the bible – Matthew 25 Parable of Talents makes it quite clear what he would prefer!

Read Matthew 25:14-30
Highlights in the story are
· The master – he was a businessman, highly successful and rich – very rich. 

· The talents – Huge sum of money; about 20 years salary for a labourer! So by today’s average wage of £26k that makes each talent about £500,000! 
· The servants – who get given huge sums of money to look after for the master.  £5 million, £2 million & £½ mill. I’d be happy to be given any of those sums of money to use. These servants are given the chance of a life time!
Note v15 ‘each according to his ability’. Not just random, he knew his servants and what he could trust them with – he was no fool! (Successful people rarely are!) 

What happens?

Immediately the businessman is out of the door the £5 million man looks at the money and sees the chance he has and wastes no time in putting the ‘money to work’ - V16. Notice - ‘At once’! He grabbed the chance and went out and put it to work. It wasn’t that he didn’t think about the risk or the possibility of failure, but he was clearly a ‘can do’ man and set about immediately to make the master some more money.

It’s not said of the  £2mill man that he went out immediately, maybe a bit more circumspect – but the eventual result was the same. They both ‘went and traded with it’ –v16! They say that money makes money – but only if it’s traded. You have to invest it, you have to buy and sell, you have to put it places where it’s going to work. 
There is risk in that and these servants could have lost, they could have failed. What would the master say if they failed and he lost money? I’m sure he was aware of that possibility, so note that he didn’t risk giving them all the same! Some he knew he could expect to do better than others and so he spread the gifts around!
But then there’s £½ million man. I wonder why he only got £½ mill! The answer soon becomes clear; he was afraid, scared – v25. Risk averse, didn’t dare step out. So he buried the money and didn’t use it. Didn’t even give it a chance to earn anything. Not even in the bank with low interest! 

Eventually the businessman returns and calls the servants in.

First two are praised highly; not so Mr Risk Averse. The businessman tears him off a strip – what for? V26, wicked and lazy. Wicked = annoying, pain giving. (Pain in the backside?); Lazy = sluggish, slow. I’m sure this is why he only got the ½ mill in the first place – the master had an inkling of what he’d do and didn’t trust him with anymore. This was the limit of his ability. But even with a relatively small amount he still didn’t do anything with it! The masters fears are well founded.

So when he returns what he condemns, what annoys him so much is the man’s attitude. He didn’t even do what he could. He let his fear of failure and what he thought the repercussions might be stop him from even doing what little none risk work he could. 
He wasted the chance of a lifetime because he was afraid. And you know what? I don’t think his fear wasn’t even justified. Look at what he says in v24 – he knew he was a shrewd businessman and made the most of every opportunity when he could. If he saw a way of making money, he did! And the £½ mill man misunderstood that. The master was an entrepreneur, an initiative taker. He wouldn’t have got where he was without making mistakes, without taking risks, and I’m certain he’d have understood the chances of that happening with his less experienced servants in charge. There is nothing in the story to suggest that he would have been cross had they returned less than the 100% they did. He’d have been OK with simply the base interest rate – as long as that was the best they could do. 
But this man hadn’t even done that – and that is what so annoys the master.

What’s this all say to us?

Well some of it is pretty obvious really isn’t it! I’m sure you’re already feeling either the release or the challenge this parable brings! 

The master is clearly Jesus, and he’s entrusted his work to us and given each of us gifts to use for him whilst he’s away. What we are and what we have is not for ourselves, everything is for him so the way we use it, the way we invest our time, energy, gifts and abilities is important - for one day there will be a day of reckoning! That can be a scary prospect, but it needn’t be.

Scary only if we have the wrong view of our Master. If we see him as some critical overlord just waiting to criticise us for any mistake, for doing our best, daring to step out of the boat and risk for him and maybe failing every now and again, then we will be afraid. 
But if we see him as an appreciative master, who loves us and has our best interests at heart, whose delight is to give us opportunities to grow and develop, but who doesn’t expect us to get everything right first time, but will be please with what we give him, even it at the end it’s not as big and much as someone else then we’ll live life with a sense of freedom, freedom to try, freedom to step out, freedom, dare I say, to fail. Sometimes failure is the only way to grow.
You see, the ½ mill man lost it all in the end; he didn’t grow, there was no commendation from the master for being ‘faithful’ and not spending it on himself. No commendation for ‘playing safe’, no praise for being ‘sensible’. No, one of the most sobering things of the story is that the servant is judged not for doing anything bad, but for doing nothing! He didn’t steal, embezzle or defraud. He simply buried the gift.
Now, reality check here! Some are born risk takers, born entrepreneurs; others are born more risk averse. It took a Peter, impetuous speak first think later Peter, to get out of the boat. There’s a reason why only he did it! The point I’m making is that none of us should imagine that what we’re talking about suddenly all of us becoming fearless risk takers for Jesus! It won’t work like that! 
The point is that we are not however simply to let our natural dispositions or natural reserve trap us in ungodly fear of obedience and service to Jesus. Fear is a huge factor in most of our lives – it’s what holds us back. Some of us can push through it more easily than others – but even then remember that in Jesus story the master didn’t give each servant the same amount – he gave according to ability. He won’t ask you to make 10 million out of 2 million, but he does ask you to use what he’s given to you and not to hide it for fear of failure. He’s not like that! 
So the big point of the story of the parables is that if Jesus puts an opportunity before you then it’s OK to take it; it’s OK to trade with what he gives you, gifts, abilities. You’ll win some, you’ll lose some, but don’t let fear of failure stop you from at least trying.

Prayer

Sing:
Jesus, what a beautiful name
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