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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: If you want to Walk on Water
Sermon # in series: - #3
Sermon Title. Discerning between faith and foolishness
Bible Reference: 
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
If you want to Walk on Water - #3

Discerning the difference between faith and foolishness

We’re thinking about Water walking – stepping out in faith to witness the wonderful things God can do in and for us. 

One of the things I highlighted in the first message in the series what that Peters act of getting out of the boat wasn’t just an act of presumption – it was in response to an invitation from Jesus. Now this is important, because one of the things about stepping out in faith knowing when it’s a matter of faith in Jesus and when it’s just plain foolishness, dressed up in spiritual speak! 

There are times when to ‘step out’ in what someone says is faith is just silly! Best of intentions maybe, but every observing person knows it’s going to end in disappointment. So how do we know when it’s right to step out in faith and to get out of the boat? Because we all know that there is often a thin line between faith and foolishness! 

In one sentence it’s right when Jesus tells us or calls us to do so!  Peter got out in response to a call from Jesus. I’d like to think if Jesus spoke to me in that way I’d get out of the boat! But most times he doesn’t, it’s harder to hear the voice of Jesus. 

I think there are a few markers here to help us: To best discern between faith and foolishness we should note: 
1. The importance of living a Christ centred life! 

Illu: When you live with or work with someone for a long while you get so you can, after a while, just sense the sort of thing they’d say or ask. 

If a message comes to you purporting to be from them you know if it rings true or not. 

When they call, you hear their voice and you know it’s them, you don’t have to ask. 
When Peter heard Jesus call him he was a devoted follower of Jesus. He’d left the fishing business and was devoted to Jesus, listening, learning, eager and keen in kingdom work.

This wasn’t the voice of a stranger – even though the circumstances were very troubling!

Relationship has to be the starting point in hearing from Jesus and discerning his voice among the many others. If we’re not familiar with him, not used to hearing him, unskilled in recognising his voice them we will have great uncertainty. 

Key verse - Rom 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.‘ The connection here between holy/christlike living is unmistakable. Or take Phil 1:9-10 - And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ. Notice love abounding in depth of insight …. So that you can discern what is best.
It’s clear that if your not seeking to live in fellowship and obedience, not really trying to live God’s way on a daily basis and to grow in live then you’re going to have trouble discerning whether what you hear is Jesus or not! 
Make it a habit to live your life with an eye towards Jesus, all the time. Make it a habit to try to live life to please him. Make him the centre point of your life – habitually. Seek to live in a way that looks to converge your will with his. And get to know him in his word. Let him speak to you through it – let him tell you about himself, what he likes and doesn’t like, let him teach you about his priorities. Scripture is crucial in all this!
This will mean that hearing his voice won’t be so strange; you’ll have more confidence because you know that He knows that you are not really asking for yourself. 

2. Peter heard Jesus after he’d asked him a question – v28 

Jesus call to Peter to step out of the boat wasn’t something out of the blue – Jesus call was in response to a request from Peter. It was an answer to prayer. OK, it was a fairly impromptu prayer, not exactly well thought out; it wasn’t the product of some weeks, months of thinking and musing; wasn’t like this was a long held desire of Peter – but point is that Jesus call to Peter came in response to Peters prayer.

So Peter was proactive. He saw the opportunity, however unlikely and asked Jesus to call him to step out. He saw the opportunity and wanted to do it so he asked Jesus. And Jesus answered him. 

James 4:2 ‘You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God’. And Matthew 7:7-8 – A.S.K. 
The implication from both these being that if we ask it’s reasonable to expect an answer from God! It’s reasonable to look for and listen for an answer if you’ve asked a question! 
So, if you’ve been asking for something, don’t be surprised when something comes up that looks like the answer – it probably is! When we’re praying we can be more expectant that normal. 

Now let’s move on to a third thing - 
If you are walking with Jesus, reading his word and genuinely making a real effort to conform your life to his, and if you’re praying and asking him for things (which given the former 2 things it’s reasonable to think will be good things) then don’t be surprised when he answers. 
But even so – it’s hard at times to know if it’s God speaking/leading. Sometimes it’s can seem daunting, sometimes it can seem too good to be true and we worry that we’re taking an easy option. Well Jesus goes on in Matt 7 ASK then - “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! Matt 7:9-10.

Linked to this ‘is it God questions is a third leg we can stand this stall on and make it a bit more stable – a) look at God, b) be devoted, then:

3. Look at the way God made you! 

The Bible says that you are not an accident. God made you, shaped you the way he wanted. Rd Ps 139 if you doubt this. Sadly sin, circumstances and happenings affect and distort us as we go through life. But the basic you, the real you was shaped by God. This means there will be things you like, things you don’t like, things you are good at and things you are not good at. No one is meant to like everything or be good at everything!
The idea of ‘vocation’ or ‘calling’ is not particularly high up most people’s agenda’s these days – but it should be, especially as Christians. You see, calling by nature comes from outside of us, it isn’t something we choose or decide – like we might a career. And the way God has wired us each up means that we are each predisposed for certain jobs, ministries, professions, careers. 

Thus when trying to discern between faith and foolishness it’s worth while having a look inside – and asking some questions that will help us discern the sort of thing we should be doing. It is highly unlikely that God will call you to something you are not equipped for or capable of! 

Here are some questions to ask yourself when you think Jesus might be calling you out of the boat: 
a. What do I enjoy doing? 

b. What am I good at? If you can’t talk clearly then you’re probably not a preacher! If you’re good at listening, then a caring job may be for you.
c. What am I interested in? Take a church situation – if you’re a home maker, hate travel and foreign food you’re probably not going to get a call to world mission! But if you have a passion for others and feel a sense of burden, then you may be!

d. Will this job/ministry etc fit my character? 

e. Will with thing honour the Lord?
f. Will it assist my relationship with him?
g. What impact will it have on my family?
h. What impact will it have on my ability to serve the church? 
None of this is rocket science, and none of these things ask ‘will it be easy’! Easy isn’t the question! Water walking isn’t easy – but like proactive, impetuous Peter, we’re all disposed to some things and not others so if God calls you out he will ensure he looks after you – just like he did Peter even after he started to sink. 
Lastly
4. Listen to other people!

Many of us know what Rom 12:1-2 say – but what about v3? Rom 12:3 It’s an instruction - ‘Do not to think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgement’. Having a proper estimate of what we can or cannot do is possibly one of the hardest things in life. We tend to do one of two things – think we’re more capable than we really are or to think we are less capable than we are. These words of Paul are so important then and the best way round this is to have a few trusted friends that will be honest with you. People who will ask questions – hard, searching questions. Prov 27:6 – ‘Faithful are the wounds of a friend’ they might discern that we’re being unnecessarily modest, or they might prick our pride by pointing out that maybe we’re not as good as we think. Better a friend to point them out than someone else!
Let’s pause and have think about all this. 


Christ centred life?

Prayer?

How has God made me?

What do other people think?

One sermon on fear & it’s consequences 

One sermon – don’t look down (focus on Jesus)
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