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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 12th January 2014
Series name: New Year Call to prayer
Sermon # in series: N/A
Sermon Title: A Call to Prayer
Bible Reference: 1 Corinthians 10:4
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
New Year’s message
My sense last August/September.

Elders seeking the Lord, asking him for his word and instruction. What came again was the need to take seriously the spiritual aspect of what church is all about. This connected so well with the series on Revelation that it seemed to us that this is something the Lord is saying, and which he wants us as a church to take up. So no fancy PPTs this morning, I share what we as elders feel is a message from the Lord for us as a church. 

Spiritual war/battle: 

· Revelation – we won’t understand the present world unless we understand the spiritual world and conflict. There is a spiritual battle; Satan is against God and everything he stands for. Actively working, fighting against it. Prince of the power of the air – Eph 2; only two sides, God’s and Satan's. 
To come onto God’s side is to join, enlist into his army; means that you become a target of Satan's interest. He hates you and will seek to discourage you. So fight isn’t just against flesh and blood. Easy to think that – but must understand the forces at work behind the people, the system. 

· 2 Cor 10:4 – Spiritual weapons, not weapons of this world. Can’t rely on persuasion and words only, nor even a good example. Must never think nice building will impress, or nice music, or whatever. None will give new life to the spiritually dead. None will enable us to conquer temptation. 
· Eph 6:13-18 – one of the clearest passages on all this. Here is our armour for protection and attack. All aspects of the armour are important, but there’s one that gets mentioned in the NT more than any other and which we want to emphasise and encourage us all to use more and more  - that of prayer. 
Prayer
We all know about it, and all agree with it (Waldringfield comments) – yet, most of us often find it the hardest spiritual weapon to use consistently. So as we start this year, and in the light of fact that we’re in a spiritual battle, we want to spent the next three weeks encouraging one another to take up this weapon personally and together as we fight for the Lord and seek to see his kingdom come in our lives, in our church and in this area. 

1. Significance and importance of prayer in the Lord’s work
Of all the defences and weapons we have for the fight prayer is probably the most important. Time and time in the bible it’s importance is stressed. 

We see it first in none other than Jesus himself. Look at this - 
· Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Mark 1:35 
· ‘After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray’. Mark 6:46
· ‘But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed’. Luke 5:16 
·  ‘They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ Mark 14:32
· Summarising Jesus life the writer to the Hebrews said ‘During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission’. Hebrews 5:7. Clearly not a casual thing – ‘tears and cries’
And of course he instructed his disciples to follow his example
· Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. Luke 18:1
· ASK ‘Keep on asking…’ Matt 7:7
· ‘this kind can only come out by prayer’ Mark 9:29. This one is especially important because it’s in the context of dealing directly with the work of Satan and evil spirits.
The rest of the NT is full of instructions to pray:
· Colossians 4:2 ‘Devote yourselves to prayer’
· Romans 12:12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.
· James 5:16 ‘The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective’. 
· Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers  and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

· 1 Peter 3:12 ‘For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil’.

· 1 Peter 3:7 ‘Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers’. (prayer is so important that nothing must hinder it!) Likewise …
· Acts 6:4 - and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.’
· James 4:2 - ‘You have not because you ask not’

So prayer is crucial and clearly if we are to be strong and victorious in Jesus, and if we are to see spiritual breakthrough in other people’s lives, if people are to really be set free, if lives are to be changed; if we are to know victories in our own lives we need to avail ourselves of the power of God through prayer. We cannot do it alone, we cannot fight alone – the enemy and the power of our own sin and a habits are too strong. We need God help and the work of the H/S and for that to happen we need to pray. 
Now, what we’ve seen so far is instruction basically to individuals to pray. You need to be a praying person. 
But most people, as we’ve said find that praying is hard, especially by yourself. Which I’m convinced is why the Christians in the bible used to pray together so much – and this is the particular aspect of prayer which as we sought the Lord for this year we felt him lay on our hearts.
When one reads the early chapters of Acts one of the most striking things about their church life is the prayer - not just people praying alone, but together, with each other. Acts 1:14, ‘They all joined together constantly in prayer’; 
Acts 2:42 ‘they devoted themselves to apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer’; 
Acts 3:1 ‘One day Peter and John were going to the temple at the hour of prayer’; 
Acts 4:24 ‘when they heard this they raised their voices together in prayer …’; 
Acts 12:5 ‘Peter was kept in prison but the church was earnestly praying to God for him; and 12:12 – ‘he[Peter] went to the house of Mary … where many people had gathered and were praying’; 
Did they know a secret about prayer? Why did they pray so much together? It begs the question: Is there something specifically, intrinsically powerful spiritually about prayer in groups? Does the Lord answer prayer from a big group more than a small group or even individuals? Is big better? 
No, not necessarily – but together is better! We work better when we’re with others because we’re made that way. How do I know? Because we’re made in the image of God – who is Father, Son & Holy Spirit – a community. And we are made in that image –it’s why for the main part we work better with others, it’s why things tend to happen when people work together. It’s not just psychology – it’s the way God made us. 
Yes we are made individuals – just as father son and Holy Spirit are individuals – but they are one. Some things they do as individuals – Jesus on earth. But even he needed his Father’s encouragement and the H/S enabling. Even he couldn’t manage alone.

Nor can we! No one really becomes whole as God wants them to be when they are alone – naturally or spiritually. It doesn’t work to say we have God to keep us company! God could have said that about Adam – but he didn’t. He gave him a helper! It was God that said, when looking at Adam ‘It’s not good for man to be alone’. 
Think again of what will heaven be like. God reveals it to us as a city! – community! It’s the way we’re made. There is something stronger in community
And we see this principle working itself in practice or principle out throughout the Bible - 
· God’s people in the OT always worked better together. Take conquest of promised land. 2 tribes wanted to settle down east of Jordan, without crossing over. God said ‘only if you join the others in the battle’. Then think of Jericho. Walking round depending on God. (counter to this is AI where one man decided he could do things differently! – and it brought disaster. The point is working together, in unity). 
When people go it alone and don’t have others around it invariably doesn’t work so well: Take Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah. All struggled working, serving alone. 
Move into the NT and this is why the believers worked and prayed together as they did – there was strength and mutual encouragement in being together, praying together, encouraging each other.

Time and time again God instructs the believers to work together – to support, care, encourage. Hebrews 10:25 ‘let us consider how we can spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up the habit of meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another’.

There is strength in doing things together ‘though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken’. Eccl 4:12. And seldom more so than when we meet and pray together.

So this year we want to take this seriously and encourage us to meet together to pray as much as we can. To help us we’ll be suggesting that we look at have prayer meeting on other times and not just Tuesdays. See list on back board. 

· Some say ‘I’m too shy’ – you don’t have to pray out loud , but for sure you’ll be encouraged and will encourage others just by being with them and showing your support and togetherness.

· I don’t know how to pray – how will you ever learn if you don’t see/hear it modelled!

· I don’t have time – then there’s something wrong! We’ve seen we need to be together; if no time to do what the Bible encourages and models then don’t be surprised if your battle is hard and lonely. 
· I don’t know what to pray for: We’ll try to find of way to coordinate needs and specifics to pray for; what we don’t want is for them just to become introspective, inward looking. There is certainly a time and place for praying personally for each other, this is a great support. But we must seek to keep the bigger picture, the bigger war involved, so praying for church ministries, for town, and wider church.
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