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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The New Jerusalem – Rev 21-22:5
Last week we saw that Ch 20 reveals the end of evil, with Satan finally, finally completely banished. Not just bound, not just put away for a while but completely sent to a place for all eternity from whence he will no longer be able to tempt, affect or impact God’s world. 

Tonight in Ch 21 we see the revelation description of what life after this will be. What we see in this chap is that God’s intent is not just to conquer evil, but to banish every trace and remnant of it and to completely restore his creation back to its original created condition, with his redeemed people a key and central part of that.
The common notion is that at the time of Jesus return this world and universe will pass out of existence and that we will live with God in some kind of spiritual, existence somewhere out there in heaven. and I think this is partly because of misunderstanding the likes of v1 where John describes the first heaven and earth as having ‘passed away’ and v6 where the Lord himself speaks and says ‘it is done’. 
But notice that here we have a city (I’ll come to what that is in a moment) coming down from heaven to earth, for God to dwell with mankind again, as at the beginning. Our eternal existence will be based around (though quite possibly not limited to) earth. This earth will remain, but will be better, clean and perfect.  The expression ‘passed away’ does not mean to pass out of existence, it simply means to be left behind, to have gone past. Furthermore ‘It is done’ v6 doesn’t mean ‘It’s finished’ it means pretty much the opposite, it refers to something coming into existence, to begin to be, to happen, and refers to the restoration and renewal of the present earth  and creation. 
The whole scripture point this way; everywhere we look at God, from Gen to Revelation we see a God who’s into restoration and renewal rather than throwing away and starting again. Think of your salvation; he doesn’t scrap you – he redeemed you, he reconciles you, restores you, he’ll resurrect you. There is always this continuity, not a scrapping and starting again.

And the same applies to the created order. Col 1.13 "For God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And [Jesus] is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross."

Note that – ‘things on earth or things in heaven’. The whole lot – everything, everything touched by sin will be reconciled to him. 
And Romans 8:19-21- 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[a] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
God’s plan is to restore earth back to its original condition and to bring it back to its original relationship with heaven. And this is what Ch 21 of Rev pictures. 
Let me take you through the imagery here

1. The City  - v2
 ‘I saw the Holy City’. Literal? I think probably not! Look at v2 - ‘dressed like a bride – and v9 ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the lamb’. We now what/who the bride is – it’s the church, the entire saved, redeemed people of God. 
Why a city? Well because cities are places of society (no one being alone) they are vibrant places – they are not boring, but lively, exciting, the centres of art, education, learning, commerce, creativity. Life on the new earth will clearly not be boring! Here we have a picture of people working, being creative, of vibrant, social, energetic life. Forever!

V3 - ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people and God himself will be with them and be their God.”’ All that we will do and everywhere we will go we will be aware of God being with us in a new way. Whether we are alone or with others, we will have and be aware of having God with us - in all the tricky problems or major projects we undertake. And we shall have his glory and his smile as the goal of all we do.

V4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ Self explanatory.

V8 ‘But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practise magic arts, the idolaters and all liars – their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulphur.’

Lists of vices were traditional in the moral philosophies and religions of the ancient world and they occur elsewhere in the New Testament. They are not meant to be exhaustive but representative and John tailors this list to specific issues confronting his audience. These represent the sorts of things that would oppose the things and people of God in those days, so their absence would indicate a lack of opposition. So, for instance, ‘the cowardly’ may be those who turn back from following Christ because of persecution; the term translated ‘vile’ most often refers to idolatry in the Greek version of the Old Testament; ‘murderers’ here most likely refers to those in Revelation who have martyred God’s saints, and even sexual immorality and the reference to the occult ties in with pagan practices at pagan worship. ‘Liars’ in the list particularly harks back to the false prophet and all propagandists who have seduced people into emperor worship and paganism and away from the truth of Jesus in the churches.
The imagery of the fiery lake is horrible - but then so is the reality. We do not have to see this as literal but we do have to ask why Jesus and the apostles chose such terrible metaphors. The answer can only be that such extreme images are used to bring home to us how terrible it will be for those who have not accepted Jesus, repented and trust him.

2. V9-21 describe the city, describe the church will be like. But again John uses these pictures and we have to look for its meanings behind them. These verses describe the beauty and perfection of the new community made up of all the saved that will inhabit earth.

a. Unity - v12-14 - names of the tribes and the apostles carved and engraved into the gates and foundations. It was common practice for rich benefactors who funded building programs to have their names engraved on the doors and walls of the city. Here the picture portrays the unity of the church, built on the nation of Israel and the apostles, across the centuries and nations. Here is the people of God, gathered together form all cultures, races and times as the wonderful the multi-racial people of God.

b. Room for all - v15-17 - The measurements of the city take us back to the OT where Ezekiel also had a vision of the new Jerusalem. Except that where Ezekiel saw it 9000m all around, John’s is nearly two thousand times larger. This was mind-bogglingly huge for the readers of John’s day but was simply conveys to them that there would be a lot of people there and that there would be space a freedom – something they were not used to living in their hovels. 
The city is a perfect cube reflect and thus mirrors the H of H in the old temple – the dwelling place of God. God will be with us his people – not in some invisible realm. Hence no temple – v22, and no sun (not necessarily literal, but simply expressing the fact that God’s presence and all he brings will be so immediate that outside help and support will not be necessary. 
c. Security  - Thick walls, v17; 65m! speaks of safety. Not because there were enemies, but simply that the people were eternally safe. Gates always open – v25 – again portraying the lack of danger and fear and anxiety. Left open because there will be nothing impure to enter it – sin will be no more. For the same reason he says there will be no sea – v1. Sea was a picture of unrest and turbulence. This city is a beautiful image.
d. Beauty - v18-21. Again, no need to think of the precious stones, gold and glass as literal but simply the best and most understandable way of bringing to the people of his day a sense of the wonder, beauty, splendour of life on the renewed earth. Doubtless each stone can be seen as representing a particularly desirable quality but we haven’t time to go into those.
Here we see what we, God's people, have been saved for! Though the church may look and appear in a sorry state at times now - small, under threat, divided, God’s intention and plan is for it, for us, to be beautiful and glorious, people in whom and among whom Jesus and the Father will take eternal delight. 
What we see here is that our eternal existence will be mind-blowingly better, more exciting, more fulfilling, more glorious, more peaceful, more happy, more contented than we can even imagine. The question then is whether you’ll be part of that? 
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