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Bible Reference: Revelation 22
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Jesus is coming

Revelation 22
V1-5 – further description of the ‘city’ (remember the city describes the people and what life will be like for the people of God in/on the new earth.

Picture here is of a garden in the city. Scripture started with a garden and finishes with a garden. Eden restored! 

Real river? Prob not but rather a picture of the H/S. Jn 4:1-14 (living water to woman at the well); 7:37-39 – ‘let him who thirsts come to me and drink. As the scripture says ‘streams of living water will from within him. By this he meant the h/S’. 

So in the scene of v1 gives us a picture of father (throne) son, (lamb) & H/S (River).
River supplies life, vigour, refreshment, health.

V2 - Tree of life. (Maybe ‘trees’, Ez 37 has same scene but pictures more than one tree; doesn’t really matter but explains how one tree can be on both sides!) This tree of life, once forbidden and then barred to the people, now stands in the middle of the city/garden, by the river, with constant fruit for the people to eat. Reversal of Eden banishment, which was so they wouldn’t eat and die eternally; now though there is access which speak of the assurance of eternal life.
· ‘Leaves for healing for the nations’. But if no disease then why healing? It refers to the coming together of all the nations & symbolises the fulfilment of Gen 12:3 ‘in him all nations of the worlds will be blessed’. In this renewed creation all the effects of the curse of Eden will be reversed. Division and curse will be no more. 

v3 – ‘No longer will there be any curse’ Instead God’s work will be all blessing – no curse at all. Everything God does will be to bless and prosper his people, no discipline, no punishments, no warnings – just blessings, continuously.

This verse gives us a little glimpse of what our life will consist of – serving the lamb! We will be working serving or working!! What nature will the working be? Well v5 says we’ll be ruling with him; it’s what we were made for originally, and what we’ll do forever. God's plan for mankind hasn’t changed but sin interrupted it for a while. Here is the dignity of human beings - co regents, co rulers with God. Not some insignificant pawn, not just servants, certainly not victims of circumstance, but rulers and masters and leaders. 
How wonderful this news would be to the poor downtrodden, abused, destitute believers of Johns day. And how precious this is to so many of us too! So many things (culture, health, mental state of mind) conspire to take away our dignity and sense of worth but in the new heaven and earth there will be none of this! Everyone will have equal dignity, no inequality, no one looking down on others – even though we’ll undoubtedly have different jobs and roles to do.
V4 – ‘will see his face’ – a simple but wonderful description of acceptance. The consequence of the fall was that A & E were banished from the garden, no more fellowship with God. Through scripture no one could see God and live. He became a fearsome being, too holy and pure to ever be met personally. He was way too awesome & holy for that; to see God was to die!  
But in the new earth and heaven that will be reversed. No more banishment, but accepted, delighted in again, as He did originally. There is a sense of intimacy with God here; not being at a distance, not just the select, favoured few or able. 
V5 – ‘no more night’. This doesn’t mean that the world will no longer orbit the sun – or more especially that there will be no sun. It’s another symbol - night was time of danger, uncertainty; in Bible often seen as the time of evil being at work – sin likes darkness, etc, etc. In contrast light is seen as symbol of purity. Here we see that all evil is gone, not a single trace of it; the splendour of God fills everything, everywhere. 
22:7-21 wrap everything up; concluding promises and exhortations

· V7 – ‘keeps’ = ‘keeps in mind’, ‘remembers and lives with them in mind’. That’s a really practical promise and it makes perfect sense. Go back once more to the original recipients. This book is meant to make them/us blessed, happy, content – able to cope with the ups and down, trials and tribulations of life. However you interpret the book it is designed to have a practical, positive effect. So whether you’ve agreed with all I’ve said or not I hope it’s given you a little more confidence and perspective for life and death, now and for the future.

· V11 is a strange looking verse with two possible understanding! Some commentators see it as a declaration of finality - ‘Those who do wrong will forever continue to do wrong … etc’ with the point being that everything is now done, final and settled, no further chances to change. 
Others think the meaning is more akin to the fact that some people become so hardened to truth and the gospel that God gives them over to their hardness (similar to Romans 1) and he’s therefore also telling us that there are some people that you just will not and cannot persuade. All you can do is pray for them but basically let them carry on, don’t waste your precious time on them. Let them be! That’s a terrible, terrible thing – but in truth it’s exactly what God will do on the day of judgement. He will simply give people what they have chosen. There will be no unfairness in that! In contrast to this 
· V12 is clearly an encouragement – ‘Soon’ is relative I guess when one is outside of time! The point is that he’s coming and bringing reward for us. There’s incentive here to live well and serve well, to live with an eye to the future and not just for the present. Several of Jesus parables also emphasise this – bridesmaids (be ready).
· V14 – ‘wash their robes’ – ‘right to the tree of life’. Undoing the curse in Eden and true, eternal joys await them. 

· v16 – All this is well and good – but can we really believe all these things that are in this Revelation/unveiling? 
Yes, because these are the words of no less than Jesus himself. Here he again asserts his identity and authority in Alpha and Omega, and also in v16 where he says he’s the root and offspring of David and Bright and morning star. This firmly roots him as the God of the OT as well as of the New and identifies him as the fulfilment of the OT prophecies and promises. Cp Is 11:1 & 10 & Numbers 24:17 
v17 – the H/S and the church join together with a wonderful invitation, call to come. This is on one hand a call to Jesus to come, to return – to bring about the wonderful consummation of all things, to banish evil and establish righteousness on earth. And on the other hand it’s a call to the as yet unsaved to come to Jesus while there is still time. It’s a call for people to come to come for rest, help, comfort, etc, with the added urgency in the light of all Jesus has revealed. 
That’s about it – with the little note in v18 about adding or subtracting words. Applies obviously to this unveiling, but also, coming as it does at the end of scripture it is a kind of book end! This teaches us of the specialness of God’s word; not to be taken lightly and mistreated in a take it or leave it way. We are not to subtract – nor are we to add. There is no more revelation from God in this way. With Johns last words comes the end of Gods revelation in general to mankind. Nothing more we need to know. Does he still speak? Of course he does. Spirit leads into all truth – by scripture, by circumstances, by inner impression, by prophecy – but all are under this written word. All are judged by this word.

Let us thank and worship our Lord for this unveiling, for the revelation that he is in control despite the appearance of things, despite how dark and sinful this world we get at times. Let us not be surprised, let us not give up, but hold on in the sure and certain hope of his coming and our eternal destiny with him

Lets rejoice in all this as we sing: 
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