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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon # in series: 6
Sermon Title: Superior Healing
Bible Reference: Matthew 4:23-24
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Superior Wholeness

We’re near the end of this series of messages in which we’ve been looking at ‘Superior Pleasures. (recap the basic premise of the benefits of having something better to say ‘yes’ to as a Christian rather than just saying no.) There are pleasures and delights in Jesus that far outweigh anything we can find elsewhere in this life. 

We’ve seen that in Jesus we receive and experience Superior Grace, Superior Forgiveness from guilt, Superior Protection and Superior Rest. This morning I want to show you that in Jesus we have superior healing, or more properly, superior wholeness.

It’s always important to root whatever we say and believe in the Bible and the passage I want to focus on this morning is in Matthew 4:23-24 where we read these words ‘Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and illness among the people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralysed; and he healed them. 
Here in these words we see the major themes of Jesus life and ministry. These are the things characterised him from the day he started his public ministry. The very first day he started his public life he read these words from the Prophet Isaiah - The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me, to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ He then sat down and said ‘Today these words are fulfilled in your midst’ – he’s saying ‘Isaiah was talking about me’ and so what we read here in Matt is simply the outworking of this, and I suggest that what Jesus was really doing can be summed up by saying that he brought wholeness to people.
Let us look carefully at what Jesus does:

1. Jesus Proclaimed the good news’’ 
Jesus message was first of all one of words, a message! He proclaimed – he told people something and He taught – he explained why he said what he said. There is an important point here – the good news has to have words or it’s not good news. It’s not just about kind actions and showing love and a good example. That is good – but without words there will be little power to change people lives. So, whatever we do, at some point we have to tell people in words the message of Jesus.

What was it Jesus proclaimed? It was the Good News of the Kingdom. Now there are two things here:

a. It was ‘Good News’ – Jesus went with a message that was good news to people and which many were just thrilled to hear. What he said was good news to the poor, and he proclaimed freedom for prisoners, recovery of sight to the blind and release for the oppressed. And the common people flocked to hear him, from far and wide. People loved what he had to say – until they had their heads turned by others.
Church – it is an absolute tragedy that people sometimes get the impression that Jesus is not good news! Like Jesus, have a spiritual enemy who is also working against Jesus, so whatever we do and however hard we try people’s minds and hearts will be turned against Jesus. Just let us not make it easy for him! Let us do all we can by word and life to make Jesus and his message compelling and desirable. 

b. It was about The Kingdom: The good news was news about ‘The Kingdom of God’ – it was effectively that after centuries of waiting and longing God was at last on the move for his people again.
Many of you have seen the film the Lion the witch and the Wardrobe and may remember the scene with the Beavers where they tell the children that Aslan is on the move - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqZmTfVH-G4 
The message of the kingdom is that God is on the move – in a new way, a way never seen before. On the move through Jesus to destroy the work of Satan, to restore things to how they were at the beginning. To break Satan’s strangle hold, to draw the sting of death, to usher in a new day where God’s healing and wholeness starts to dawn on the earth. Healing of sin, healing of bodies, minds and emotions and memories and relationships; a healing that would ultimately include the physical creation as well and thus end natural disasters and death. 

This kingdom came and started with Jesus and continues to grow and expand around the world. It will be fought against – physically and intellectually and scientifically; Satan will array all his forces to try to stop it; indeed there will be times when it will seem as if he’s all but succeeded - look at western culture now! Science seems to have buried God in many western minds. But it hasn’t. This is not the whole picture! We must understand that the kingdom is not England, or USA or Europe, it’s global and around the world it is spreading as never before. 

One day the king of the kingdom will return and take up his throne. On that day Satan will be forever and completely removed and every trace of his influence, every stain and effect of sin will be eradicated. Then, in that eternal kingdom of God on earth there will be no illness or pain, weakness or decay, no deformity, no tears and no death. Everyone will be free and everyone will be completely whole, in body mind and soul, forever.

This is what Jesus meant when he preached and taught that the kingdom of God had come. Surely by anyone estimations this is good news! Good news that God was on the move! And it was to demonstrate and prove this that 
1. Jesus healed the sick

This wasn’t just kindness and love, they were signs of the kingdom; it was like the kingdom of God breaking in there and then – the firstfruits of what it would one day be like; little tasters of what he would do through the cross as he took on sin and guilt and God’s wrath and drew the sting of death, as he ensured Satan's ultimate downfall.

The healings point forward to the day of complete wholeness in every way – to superior wholeness - eternal, complete unending, unchanging wholeness. This is what Jesus brings. And it’s what he offers you today.

First wholeness of spirit as he deals with your sins; he offers you a healed relationship with God. You can come to God through him. Trust him and his death on the cross, and know that because he also rose you too will rise as he did with a new body, complete and forever. You can have that this morning. Confess your sin, truth him and pledge to follow him.

Xian – thank Him for what he’s already done, and live in the light of it. You are in the kingdom and this eternal wholeness will one day be yours. Hallelujah!  
But we’re living in the here and now and we live with our broken bodies, emotions and relationships. One day, the day Jesus returns, you will be healed of all those things; but sometimes he’s willing to bring part of that forward to the here and now for his sake – to display his power, to show the Kingdom has come, for his glory now!
He hasn’t changed. There is nothing in the Bible or in history that says that the miracles of the kingdom have stopped breaking into time. So this morning I want to ask him if in his mercy he will give evidence of the power and reality of his rule and kingdom by brining wholeness to some of you. Nowhere has he said he wouldn’t do this. On the contrary, read the Bible and the encouragement is always to ask for it. So as we believe he has the power then let us humbly ask him to do it again. 

Because this is not something we do very often it can be intimidating, scary and rather unnatural. Some find it just too much to be in the limelight. So what I’m going to ask if for the music team to come and lead us in a song and as they do those of you who want to ask Jesus to bring his touch of wholeness to you – be that spiritual, bodily or mind – if there are any of you then come to the front and I’ll pray with you. That way others won’t hear what we’re saying and it’s between you, me and the Lord. Likewise, if you’d like me to pray specifically for healing (spiritually or physically) for a close member of your family please come and join me at the front and I’ll be glad to do that. The person healed wasn’t always physically with Jesus when he healed them. Distance is not an issue – our faith is! Do you believe? Then let us ask!
I’m aware that it can be scary and make us feel very conspicuous by coming to the front – but that is a test in itself of your trust and whether you are really convinced that he is able to help you. If you really want that then a few people looking won’t stop you! 
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