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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Arrival of The King! Matthew 21:1-16

Start with Bono interview on Jesus - http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=WGKYW7NX 2min 45sec. 

Defining question – ‘Who was Christ?’ You can’t get away with saying he was a great thinker or great philosopher because actually he went round saying he was the Messiah. So he’s either the son of God or he was nuts!
In this familiar passage we have one of those places where Jesus makes it very clear to those who want to know who he is. His actions in this passage scream out ‘I am your King’. But because it’s without words it is possible that we can miss what he does and the significance of these events.

On this Palm Sunday let’s allow him to teach and remind us just who he is to us – he’s the Lord, The Saviour, The Messiah, … The King. 

There are four ways in which Jesus declares his kingship in this passage
1. Jesus Declares His Kingship by Riding on a Donkey – v1-11
For several months Jesus had been gradually making his way to Jerusalem. In Luke 9:53 ‘As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem’ – This tells us that there was a sense of purpose about Jesus and where he was going. Now as he finally arrives at his destination, his appointment with destiny he asks two of his followers to go and get a donkey from the village ahead. I don’t know what they thought as they went – you see this was not his usual thing, hadn’t done this before. But they did it - good example for us when God asks us to do things we don’t immediately understand – just do it! You’ll probably understand later! – as they certainly did!  

Matthew, with the benefit of 20:20 hindsight tells us why he did it - v4-5, "This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 'Say to the daughter of Zion, "See your king comes to you, gentle, and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey"'"

This is a direct quote from the Prophet Zechariah in the OT (9:9). Jesus didn’t say who he was in words, but those who knew their scriptures would appreciate the importance of what he did here. They knew that the Prophet Zechariah had said that the King they were waiting for would come into town, come to take his throne riding on a donkey. So Jesus didn’t need to say anything, his actions said it all. They say ‘I am your King – but not a mighty, conquering military king. I’m not a king who has come to kill and to conquer, but who comes gently to save you’.

But there’s more here than first meets the eye, and the Jews of his day certainly didn’t see it. The prophet Zech didn’t stop where Matt stopped his quote – he went on  
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle-bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. Jesus claims to kingship was not just for the Jews but for all the nations, the entire world – he came to be our king to, and invites us to receive him
2. Jesus Declares His Kingship by Cleansing the Temple – 21:12-13

On entering the city this gentle king goes not to the seat of the Roman leadership to start negotiating their withdrawal but to the centre of religious worship, the Temple where his demeanour changes rapidly. Here the gentle king shows a passion hitherto hidden as he angrily overturns the tables of the money changers and dove sellers. Nor was this some random outburst of anger, but again a carefully reasoned act in which he again declares for those who will see it his kingship. 

He explains his actions by quoting the prophet Isaiah (56:7) And He said to them, 'It is written, "My house shall be called a house of prayer;" but you are making it a den of robbers' '"  and there are two things that make this so important. 
· Firstly if you read the whole of Isaiah 56 you’ll see that it’s about future salvation from God. Isaiah is looking forward to the time when the Lords King will come and bring salvation, rescue to his people. 
· But secondly and importantly we see again that when this king comes he’ll not only come for the Jews, but for all the nations – it’s a worldwide rescue, not just a single group. Look at this: 


And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to him, to love the name of 
the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold 
fast to my covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of 
prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations.’ The Sovereign Lord declares – he who gathers the 
exiles of Israel: ‘I will gather still others to them besides those already gathered.’ Isaiah 
56:6-8. 

So when Jesus chooses a prophetic word to interpret his action in the temple, he chooses one that underlines what he’s just done on the donkey – that he’s king, and also that he’s come for the whole world and not just the Jewish people. 

Let’s look at the 3rd way he declares his kingship to us - 
3. Jesus Declares His Kingship by Healing – 21v14
He’s still in the temple and the sick, the blind and the lame are brought to him – and he heals them. Do you remember what we said a couple of weeks ago about the way the healing of Jesus were proofs/evidences of the kingdom of God on earth? Do you remember that we said that the healings were a little foretaste of what things will be like when Jesus returns in his glory to take his seat forever as king? 

Well he’s doing it again! Right at the heart of the nation! He’s saying ‘I’m the King of the Kingdom’. And in case you think I’m making this up then let me remind you of what Jesus said when John Baptist sent a messenger to ask ‘Are you the One or should we expect another?’ Jesus reply was simple and to the "Go and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk." Matthew 11:4. That was poorly disguised code for ‘Yes I’m the one’ for in Isaiah 35:5 God, speaking of the time the Messiah, his King, will come ‘The will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped and the lame will leap like a deer and the mute tongue shout for joy’. I hardly need say anything more do I – Jesus actions spoke for themselves. Here is the King of the Kingdom. 

But there’s one more scene in this passage where Jesus again declares his kingship - 
4. Jesus Declares His Kingship by His Response to Children 
We know that the crowds had hailed him on the way into the Jerusalem but it seems that the children continued this on even in the temple – much to the chagrin of the Jewish leaders who well understood what Jesus was saying through his actions – v15-16! 

The children were effectively singing ‘The king is here, the King is here’ and the leaders stop Jesus and say ‘Don’t you realise what they are saying? Stop them, it’s wrong, you mustn’t allow them to say such things’ – v15. They cannot believe that Jesus is letting these things go unchallenged! 

His answer is simple – ‘Yes, I know what they’re saying’, and he goes on to quote again from the Psalm 8 where "From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise” Now that is staggering because that psalm says that God has arranged for praise to be given to him by children. In quoting that Jesus is in effect applying it to himself and so saying that he is God; or even more ‘Yes, I know what they are saying – in fact I arranged it, I organised it’ Jesus is saying here that he is God, that he is The King and it’s only right that the children sing to him. Far from discouraging it he welcomes it.

Here then this morning, on the donkey, in the temple turning over the tables, healing the sick and receiving praise from the children let us see our king. Not just one among many; his actions don’t leave us with that option! But a King, The King who invites and welcomes us all, who calls us all to come into his kingdom. 
Let us not reject him, because one day he’s coming back. Rev 19 sets this out for us – the image there is not of a gentle saviour on a donkey, but of a mighty conquering king on a white horse. Then he comes to do away with sin and evil and establish fully and permanently his perfect kingdom. 

You need to make peace with him while you can, before it’s too late. Do it today!
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