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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 1st June 2014
Series name: ‘Believe’
Sermon # in series: 33
Sermon Title: ‘Help for Heart Trouble’ (Pt2)
Bible Reference: John 14:7-31
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Help for Heart Trouble – Pt 2 (Ch 14:7-31)

Six promises/reassurances to hold 

1. You are Going to heaven

2. You know what your Father is like! 14v7-11

Many people, even Xian’s, express an aspiration to know what God is really like – as if he’s not ‘knowable’ now.  Jesus tells us clearly that we can and do know exactly what He’s like - because he’s like Jesus – v7 & v9. Jesus was God in the flesh, God incarnate. Cp Hebrews 1:3. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  ‘Exact representation of his being’. Shell in plasticine. 2 separate persons in one God. Not different names or manifestations; and not two Gods! Two distinct persons. How can they be one God then?  Distinct in the roles they have, but indistinct in character and nature; both eternal, both receive worship, both involved in creation, both totally holy and perfect. Cannot be separated – yet at same time both different! Difficult to understand maybe – but this is how he’s revealed himself to us. 

Point really is this – you want to know what God is like? Look at Jesus! Want to know what God likes, dislikes, what pleases him what angers him, what frustrates him, what puts a smile on his face - then look at Jesus! Want to know how he feels about sin, how he feels about sinners, how he feels about sinners who say sorry? - Then look at Jesus! Want to know if he sticks with people or just rejects them, want to know if he’s fair and wise and kind, whilst also firm and just with those who use and abuse others - then look at Jesus!; want to know how he feels when he looks at the world? How he feels about girls being abducted, about miners getting killed and people losing their lives in a plane crash? Then look at Jesus!
This is the God who has become our Father, and to whom we will go to and live with for all eternity. It’s nothing to be feared and everything to be welcomed. This is great comfort.
3. You have the privilege of prayer – 14v12-15 – esp v13-14
One of the great sadnesses of bereavement is not having the person there to talk to. My dear friend Margaret Brock from Bethesda was saying this week that though her husband Doug died 15 months ago she still finds it hard going home to an empty house and having no one to talk to. Doug was very practical – now he’s not there.

For 3 years these followers of Jesus had talked with him, learned from him, asked him questioned. He always knew what to do, always knew where to go, always helped them and advised them – man, would they miss him! 
Jesus knows and understands and in these words seeks to reassure them – it will be OK. They would not be alone; absent physically but still with them and working for them - ‘I will do whatever you ask’; ‘You may ask me for anything in my name’ (v14). For these sad, fear filled followers these words would be so precious. 

This promise was not just for that select group but for all his followers! That’s you and me! 

But really? – Whatever we ask? Anything? Yep, absolutely anything! We needn’t water it down or try to somehow make it less than it is – whatever and anything. The only caveat is that we ask it ‘In my name’ – which isn’t some kind of magic formula to tag on the end of the prayer! It means that when we ask for things that honour or please him. 
It’s like saying to someone to get something for you from a shop and telling them to mention your name – it’s like ‘OK, I know that person, I’ll help this guy’ They do it for the sake of the other person. Or maybe in the opposite the credit card company may refuse a payment because it’s out of the norm – bigger than usual or in an unusual location. They check because it’s unusual. 

Ask in line with what pleases Jesus and will glorify him and he’ll make sure you get it.

That’s some promise and reassurance.  
4. We have the Holy Spirit – v16-18 – leave till next week 
5. We enjoy the Father’s love – v19-24

‘My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him’ 
These men who had given up all to follow Jesus face losing their leader, their mentor, their guide – it was like a bereavement for them; they faced being left alone, orphaned. That’s the actual word Jesus used in v18 when he says ‘I will not leave you as orphans’. Nearest and dearest taken, the one they loved and cared for – and the one who loved and cared for them.  
That’s an experience many of you know – losing your loved one; that feeling of being bereft, no one to love, or to love you the way that person loved you; no one to talk to, to share with, to understand – it’s the most desolate feeling in the world.

Jesus words here are words of great consolation – ‘I’m going, but this doesn’t mean the end of love for you; as you serve and live for me, as you put me first and continue to follow me and the way I’ve set out for you, you will experience something even better – the love of God, my Father.’ V21. ‘As you follow and continue to obey what I’ve been saying to you and the gentle guidance of the H/S on your heart you’ll find that Father will make his home with you’. In other words, God’s rescue and forgiveness of our sins means we’re going to heaven, but as we submit to him and follow him then heaven comes to us!
The Christian faith really isn’t just about pie in the sky when we die – we can actually have our pie and eat it – Now! Jesus promise to all who grieve, all who are sad – it’s not the end, you can know rest and peace. It won’t be the same, but staying close to the Lord, trusting him, obeying him will ensure you feel, experience and know God’s love in your heart. 
6. You have the gift of peace – v25-31

Here’s another great parting gift/promise for us to receive if we will. More than just cessation of hostilities, a kind of truce! That’s the kind the world gives. Jesus gift for those who really trust and follow him is a deep peace of mind, or heart; a wholeness, security; a sense of well being. (Jewish word ‘Shalom’). 
This peace is a gift, not something we work up or produce but something he gives us when we truly, genuinely humble ourselves to trust and obey him as leader of our lives. 

The world’s peace depends on all the dominos stacking up – when they get in line, when things go as we want then we have peace. But once they start to fall? … The peace the world gives depends on externals – everything being right. In contrast God’s peace depends on Eternals. Trusting God, knowing that even when the proverbial gets caught in the fan God is still with us, keeping us, working in all things for our good and having the certain expectation of heaven in what gives us peace. We could say his peace is not dependent on resources but rather on relationships – relationship first with him, and then through him with others as he gives grace to forgive, letting the past go; past hurt, past let downs, past disappointments – not keep living with him, bringing them up. Forgive each other as he forgave you – completely, repeatedly; don’t keep chewing on it, don’t dwell on it. Someone hurt you/disappointed you? You’ll not have peace until you let it go! 
Here are 5 of the 6 promises, reassurances, Jesus gives you. We’ll look at the 6th next week – which will be Pentecost and the role of the Holy Spirit

What difference will this all make?

You know what you’ve got to look forward to, and who you’re going to see. Looking forward to seeing loving father. But we can already talk to him, tell him, ask him; and as you live for him you’ll feel him and experience him now, not just later, and especially his peace.

So this week let’s do our best to obey him that we might live in the enjoyment of these gifts now.

Prayer:
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