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Sermon Title

Bible Reference: John 14:5-31
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Believe! #34
John 14:15-31
Very brief recap. It’s very appropriate that we get to these verses today of all days in which Jesus promises his followers the Holy Spirit when he leaves.

1. We have the Holy Spirit – v16-18 & 25-26
H/S is God in the same way as Jesus himself is! His role in the Godhead is to get people to think well of Father & Jesus. Although equally God he is totally happy to take the role of the servant to Father and Son and to be busy putting into action what they want. It’s exactly the same as Jesus was servant to Father also; and goes to show that in equality there can be differences in roles without out any difference in importance. That’s how it should be in church and families – here is our great role model. 

Here Jesus says to the disciples not to be concerned at the thought of him going away because they wouldn’t be left alone. Back in heaven he’d ask Father to send Spirit to them and He would come to be what he calls their ‘Counsellor’. Not in the sense that we use the word – when we go to a counsellor to help us make sense of things, to listen and sometimes give advice, support and reassurance. This is very different. He had in mind someone to come alongside to help them, who would speak for them, give them advice as to what to say when faced with criticism, and would speak and defend them when they faced attack in their hearts and minds. 

In this way, he would fulfil the role that Jesus had (note Jesus says ‘another’ counsellor); just as Jesus had taught, advised, guided them, prodded them, encouraged, geed them up and at times rebuked them so the H/S would do exactly the same. 

In those days it wasn’t uncommon for children to simply be abandoned by parents or sold as slaves to be used and abused in terrible ways. These disciples may well have been wondering what would become of them – having given up everything for Jesus; what now would they face – the same fate as he did? 

No, says Jesus, I’m not abandoning you – I’m leaving you but the H/S will come and take my place, and it will actually be better than it is now! Rather than just being with you He’ll actually be in you (14:17), the whole time, 24/7! That’s even better than I’ve been!

And so it turned out to be! 10 days after he ascended back to heaven the H/S came to them – came into them and totally changed and energised them! They really were never the same again – read Acts 2f! They had a courage and boldness, and certainty and conviction that they’d never experienced before – and what they did and what they said was infinitely more effective than before! Now when they spoke who crowds became convinced that what they said was true, believed in Jesus, got convicted of sin and cried out to him to forgive them. 
He also enabled them to do things not humanly possible – spoke in languages they’d never learned, healed people; were given – by the Spirit – understanding/discernment and knowledge they couldn’t possibly have gained humanly! Those were heady and exciting days when the Spirit came.
Is it different for us? Well no and yes! Every genuine follower of Jesus is given the H/S at the time they trust Jesus to forgive their sins, make the right with God, and commit to following him as leader of their life. Sadly many don’t realise it though! The result being they don’t expect anything or try anything and struggle on in their own strength. Many believe in Jesus, genuinely trust him but tragically never step out in courageous faith then to enjoy the life he’ll equip them to live.

It may not be as dramatic as it was in those first days of the church, but you have not been saved to limp your way to heaven in doubt and uncertainty and seeming continual defeat. Not saying we’re all about to start doing miracles and swinging from the chandeliers – but as you live and trust the H/S he’ll enable you to do far more than you think. For some that will be just to survive and not give in to doubts and fears; it will be strength to hold on. For others it will be to give you words and courage when you dare to speak for Jesus and tell others about him. You worry what they’ll think? Have you actually tried praying first and then going out and trying a conversation? For others it will be to endure trouble and trials, mocking or ridicule; for others it will be to live a consistent life of honesty and integrity with joy and peace. 
Go read The Acts and see the difference the H/S made to them. Would you like that? Yes? There’s two things I’d say – 
a) be willing to give your life to him and trust him completely, and 
b) do whatever he says! Look at v15! ‘If you love me you will obey … and I will ask…’. There’s a connection between obedience and experience. Yes, for sure you have him and don’t need to wait for Him to come – but he is the HOLY Spirit and as such will not enjoy living in a dirty heart and body alongside sin. Are their things you’re doing/thinking that may grieve him? Get rid of them, stop them – or at least have the determined resolution to. At least yield them to him and say ‘with your help I’m willing to stop this or that’, or ‘change this or that’.
This morning of all mornings Jesus calls us to let go of control, to open our hearts, to trust him and step out in faith, to let the H/S take control and have his way. He calls us to stop worrying and just to get out in faith and do what you know you should do.

Prayer:

Two other brief things or we’ll forever be in this great chapter:

2. We enjoy the Father’s love – v19-24

One of the things the H/S does is to bring a sense of closeness, yes an experience of Fathers love - ‘My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him’; here’s aother way in which the promise not to leave them as orphans comes out. Again we must note that our experience of this love is linked to the measure in which we obey Jesus in our daily lives – but the promise here is to have a sense of God’s love with us. In another place (Romans 8:16) the Bible speaks about the H/S ‘bearing witness with our spirit that we are the children of God’, and us finding in our hearts a cry of ‘Abba’ – that’s calling God ‘dad’ in a very affectionate, intimate way! This is way more than simply having a head knowledge and belief in something; more even than faith. It’s real experience. If you don’t know it or have never known it then two things? Search through your life and see if there’s any obvious or even unobvious sin – and get rid of it, ruthlessly! Declutter – get into the rooms and the loft and cupboards and get rid, as much as you humanly can, of all that shouldn’t be there. Then say sorry and tell the Lord how much he means to you and of your desire to know him more and to live more for his glory! He’ll not deny you this request
3. You have the gift of peace – v25-31

All of this will result in the most unworldly sort of peace of mind and heart. You’ll know, as much as is humanly and physically possible for you to know (and I put it that way deliberately because ware all different) a rest and sense of well being; a sense of wholeness, a contentment, a sense of safety. 

It’s his gift to those who yield fully to him and do their very best to follow and serve him. This peace is a gift, not something we work up or produce but something he gives us when we truly, genuinely humble ourselves to trust and obey him as leader of our lives. 

The world’s peace depends on all the dominos stacking up – when they get in line, when things go as we want then we have peace. But once they start to fall? Jesus peace isn’t like that. It will be peace when the dominos look like this! (falling over!) 

Here are the words your Jesus gives to you – here them, receive them, thanks him for them and above all trust them and let them make the difference he wants to make in your life. 
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