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Sermon Title: The Eagle will be brought down
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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Obadiah

‘The Eagle will be brought down’
Xianity a spent force?

· Science has buried God – So the atheists, and Richard Dawkins in particular would have people believe
· Out of touch – Gay issue, women, euthanasia

· There is a lip service to the value of the church and an appreciation in some levels of local governments and social agencies of what we do in the community (especially in Ipswich at the moment – as I hope Steve j will tell us next week) but I think it’s true to say that generally the church isn’t held in high regard by people. The media don’t really talk us up do they – quick to seize on the wackies and falls and differences. Bit old fashioned and not living in the 21st century.  

But you know what? This sort of thing has always been said! Nothing new under the sun; people have been writing God and his people off for 1000’s of years. 

In fact it is this sentiment/attitude that lies behind the book of Obadiah in the OT. Shortest book, easy to overlook! (Give you time to find it! It’s between Amos & Jonah.) I want to show you that this little book is really talking about people who made exactly the same mistake - of writing off the people of God. 
Read Obadiah

Relatively unknown so let me put him into his historical context – where he fits in the big picture. He’s like a little piece of jigsaw – fits somewhere in the middle. But like any jigsaw, the more pieces you have in place the easier it is to find where that one obscure little piece goes! So let’s quickly fill in more of the OT jigsaw – maybe do it together. 
Where do we start? Genesis! What does this book tell us? 

· We’re living in a world that was meant to be good but it’s been broken. Broken by the fact that Adam and Eve, and everyone else, has decided to go it alone. 
· But tells us that in midst of the mess we’ve made of it God has a plan. Gen 3 – ‘he will crush your head’; Abraham – promise that through him he’s going to make a new start, start a new community, dedicated to him – as it was meant to be at the start. From him will come a nation, the nation will have their own land and from that nation the entire world will be affected for good. 
Wonderful promises. But they are promises with a condition and a warning - if Ab’s family/descendants didn’t treat God as God, if these people of Israel were unfaithful to Him when he gave them the promised land then they would be punished. They would be removed from the land, forcibly removed into exile. That was the warning.
And so the story of the OT, from Gen 12 onwards is really about God’s dealing with this one people group, the one nation, a nation called to be Gods people. What it shows is that sadly, whilst they loved the promise they took no notice of the warning. Time after time they ignored God, disrespected him and disobeyed him

Result? They were removed from the land; taken into exile as slaves by the Babylonians, their towns, cities and places of worship burned to the ground. The nation is all but destroyed. 

Now next door, just south west of Israel, lay the land of Edom. The Edomites were descendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother (Jacob was the founding father of the Israelite nation). Jacob had cheated his older twin Esau out of the family birth right and ever since there had been this huge family feud between the two families. 
And how do these Edomites react as Israel is attacked and ransacked and the people taken into slavery? They love it! In fact they help the Babylonians - and this is attitude and involvement is what the little book of Obadiah is all about.

You see, Edom had written God off, written his people off. They were gloating over what was happening and took advantage of the situation. They’ve watched Israel’s calamity, and they’ve rubbed salt into the wounds. 
But they wrote God off a bit too quickly! They reckon that Israel is finished for good. And for that, they’re going to pay the consequences, because the exile of the Israelites isn’t, as the Edomites assumed, God’s last word on the matter. God had made big promises to Israel, He had big plans and he’s not a God to change his mind or to give up on his people. So He’s certainly not finished with Israel yet. 
So now, with all that background, look again at what the Lord says to Edom through Obadiah – Rd v1-4.

You see, Edom had hobnobbed with Babylon, cosied up in its train and thought it was really something. It had become proud, cocky, arrogant, laughing at God’s people. It believed that God and his people were a spent force, a thing of the past, an irrelevance – good only for making fun of. 

So now look what God says to Edom - ‘I’ll make you small; I’ll bring you down’ – v2. God will bring them down. Pride goes before a fall and the situation will soon be reversed. The situation is about to be reversed. This nation thinks it’s soaring like an eagle, mighty and powerful – but look at v4. From v5 through to v9, there’s a terrible picture of what the future holds for the people of Edom – read again. Obadiah says it’ll be worse than you could possibly imagine. If you were robbed you could expect to have a few things left behind, but when God’s finished with you there won’t even be that, v5! The land of Edom is going to have nothing left; the land of Edom is headed for extinction - V7. 

And why all this? - v10. Gives the answer – it’s all because of the way Edom treated and mocked and gloated over Israel when she was facing God’s punishment. Note v11, 12, 14.
It’s a terrible, terrible mistake to mess with God or his people – for look at v15! The ‘day of the Lord’, the day of reckoning, the day of judgement is near for the nations.

Here is the ages old, but always new, hope for God’s people; here is our encouragement - the day of the Lord, the day of justice, the day of punishment.

And sure enough history records for us that the day came a few years later when Edom was indeed overrun by enemies and completely destroyed as a nation! Where are they now! You never hear of them? But what of the people of God? Israel survives, and the church stretches round the world. 

Here is a great message of hope for us, for you as an individual when you feel threatened, insignificant, made to feel small, belittle, mocked, ridiculed.

God has made a promise – he will build a kingdom, the gates of Hell will not be able to stop it. It will prevail - though for a while a part of it may be disciplined by God it is not the end. Look at v17 & 18.
It’s a dangerous thing to fight against God! (Whose side are you on?) It’s a great and glorious priv to have been chosen as one of his people. God’s kingdom will grow and ultimately reign supreme in the new heavens and earth. 

Remember Jesus first words in public ministry? The ‘kingdom of God is at hand’ - the deliverer has finally come. It’s a kingdom that might not look much. Just ordinary people like us who have submitted to Jesus as our King. It’s a kingdom that people can laugh at. And mock. Just like the Edomites mocked Israel. Just like people mocked Jesus himself as he went to the cross. 
‘But it’s we Christians who are actually people of the future. Obadiah got it right. He said to the Edomites, you can laugh. You can mock. But God’s Kingdom is going to stand for ever. It’s still going to be there when you’re long gone. And he was right. And he’s still right, See, we mightn’t look like much. But the humblest, most lowly Christian is still going to be there in eternity. Long after the powers of this world are gone.’ – Chris Appleby’ 
Remember this, next time you’re facing a hard time for your faith. Next time someone laughs, next time someone abuses you because you follow Jesus. Next time you’re tempted to just give up, because it’s tough. Next time you’re caught up in the things of this world that want to drag us away from God. There’s only one Kingdom that’s going to last. Everything else will go. Remember, we’re not people of the past; we’re people who look to the future, and who hold on to the promises of God. 
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