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Sermon Title: For Better, For Worse!
Bible Reference: John 15:9-27
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
For better, for worse! John 15:9-27

In the first half of the chapter Jesus has been speaking about the absolute importance of being joined to him. I hope and pray we all are. If not then think seriously and urgently about the consequences, v6! In this second half Jesus spells out to us what it means, what we can expect if we’re really attached/joined to him by faith. We’ve seen one thing that will happen - the inevitability of baring fruit, v5, but there are other things also – and these are both good and bad. 

I’ve entitled this message – ‘For Better, For Worse’, which hopefully makes you think about marriage. And this is deliberate because marriage is also a picture of the joined together relationship between Jesus and his church. Very clearly spelt out in Eph 5, - not going to even start to comment on that passage, but the image is helpful to refer to because marriage, as wonderful as it is when it works well, is actually a very costly thing. It is costly to keep the promises we make. ‘for better, for worse; richer, poorer; in sickness, in health’! Those are incredibly serious promises to make – who knows what might happen to either person or them both? 

It’s exactly the same with us and Jesus; when you became a Xian, when you were born again, you married Jesus and the relationship is for better, for worse (and if you think it’s costly to you then just think what it cost him to win you and enable you to marry him! That’s costly! But still, to be married to Jesus is for better or for worse, as he makes clear in this passage! Let’s look at the ‘better’ first!
1. For Better

a. We are recipients of great love, v9. ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you’. That is a truly staggering statement. The love that exists between father, Jesus and H/S, it is beyond our comprehension. But what we do know is that it is eternal, never ending. It was love that would not allow Jesus to remain in the tomb and received him back into glory, even though he had been stained with our sin. Jesus love to us is thus unbreakable! He will always love us, even when we mess up badly! Though he may hide his face for a while, he will not completely leave us and will never, ever reject us. 

Sometime we can feel unloved, well remember this great word of Jesus. Things not going well, his love is the same. Disappointed, lonely? His love is the same towards you. He is on your side.

b. We are Jesus Friends, V14. Perhaps it is natural for him to say this after telling us of his love.  But he tells us here we are in his inner circle! Not just workers, or even acquaintances, but friends. And friends not because you chose him, but he chose you v16! Remember picking sides at school? Football was OK – but most other things I dreaded because I worried no one would want me. That sense of being unwanted! Yuk! Listen - wonderful news – Jesus wanted you and chose you! Not because you were good, but just because he did! There are some people we just find difficult to get one with, there way of life, attitudes etc. just aren’t our cup of tea! We’d not chose them as those who we’d spend time with! But that is what Jesus has done with us, sinners, rebels, etc. He chose you! Off the rubbish heap, was he who lifted you up out of the miry pit, he saw you and had compassion, he came to your rescuer, when we deserved none of it. Not only rescued you, but has given us this incredible priv of close friendship, and being co. workers with him! Elsewhere it speaks about being adopted into His family!

2. For worse: (Responsibility)
Marriage is built on love, but it also brings mutual responsibility; privilege always does, as I tell Andrea!!

a. To sacrificially obey Jesus! v10. There are things we must do. If we think of a marriage God’s word tells us that the bride is to ‘obey’/respect her husband. We are the bride of Jesus, and we are likewise called to obey/respect him. Many brides drop the respect bit that talks about the husbands ultimate family responsibility - but as Xians we can’t. His commands do not come with an opt out clause! 

But neither are his commands given to be burdens, to make life harder. When Jesus saw the crowds he called them to himself and said ‘Take my yoke upon you, it is light and easy’ Yes there is a yoke to be born, there is responsibility in being a Xian, but remember that a yoke is used to make things easier, not harder. That is certainly what Jesus says here.

Obedience brings joy, v11. Joy comes through obedience! Obedience is the path to spiritual joy, which brings with it peace and contentment, a sense of well being. 

Now let’s see what this obedience means. If we are realistic and honest it can be very costly - 

b. To love other believers as Jesus loves us! v12 

Think what his love is for us; that is what ours is to be like for each other! Agape love, self giving love. Not mere platitudes, but costly, painful action. 

There is a great challenge here – looking after each other, caring for each other. Giving, not just getting, sharing, thinking of others. This love is more about others – means we should each be seeking increasingly trying to listen more than we talk and give more than we get! 

c. To suffer as Jesus suffered! v18, 20-21.

Jesus tells us that there is a kind of inevitability about this. Because the vine suffered we the branches will suffer, there is no getting away from it. 

Sometimes as Xians we invite ridicule or persecution because of our own mistakes. Maybe we are tactless, thoughtless, or awkward. We probably all know ‘Bible bashers’, and find them embarrassing!

That’s not what Jesus is talking about here. This is persecution simply because we are followers of Jesus. In the book ‘The Country of the Blind’ H.G. Wells gives a perfect picture of the relationship between the world and the Xian. Blind tribe, but one boy born with sight. He was considered an oddity. Eventually they decided to surgically remove his eyes! 

Isn’t that how it is! We are oddities! We are different! We are not like the norm, v19. But this is how they treated the vine, so the branches can’t expect to have it differently, v20b-21! 

Then there’s the message we take - v22, 24. Jesus challenged the system, the beliefs of the religious leaders and authorities. Real Xian truth stings people conscience, it is uncomfortable to people. It challenges, it brings conviction; it calls for a response. (Both outside and inside the church)

Truth is if we are really faithful to Jesus, in walking with him and being like him; if we hate what he hated and like what he liked, if we challenge what he challenged, and speak up against what he spoke up against, if we promote what he promoted, and stand for what he stood for, then there will be consequences. 

In fact we need to beware when all men speak well of us, as Jesus said, for it is not the norm! Most of us probably know little real persecution for X’s sake. Surely the fact that the world can simply see us as an irrelevance ought to be a great challenge to us! I’m not suggesting for a moment that we look for persecution! But where is the witness, where is the challenge that will arouse the antagonism of the enemy? 

We are greatly favoured to be part of the vine, to receive so much from him. Let us seek to remain in him, to be nourished and nurtured by him. And lets at the same time take up our responsibilities, not shying from the consequences of being united with him. Let us love as he loved us, let us be co-workers with him, and lets be vigorous enough to warrant a bit of the enemies attention!

Prayer: Thanks for his love to us. Help us to be faithful to him, and not be afraid of standing up for what we are. 

Sing: 514  O love of God.  452 Loved with everlasting love.
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