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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Glorious Message – Matthew 13:1-23
V19 - Seed is ‘the message about the kingdom’. Now I want us just to pause and think about this. ‘The message of the kingdom’ – the message of which Paul says in Rom 1 ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.’
a) It’s the ‘power of God’; in other words it’s what God uses to change things. This message is all it takes. It’s critical that we get it out to people then
b) It’s for ‘salvation of all who believe’ – SALVATION!  Rescue, from judgement and Hell for sure, but much, much more than that. Salvation is also about deliverance and freedom NOW. That’s what this message is, this is what we have to offer our community and the world. The chance to change, to start again and it starts with Jesus.
Because of what Jesus has done, is doing and will do this change of past, present and future life is possible. 
· It’s the good news that Jesus came to forgive and reconcile us to God – v17 speaks about a ‘righteousness from God revealed’  - the wonderful message to those concerned about their guilt and sin before God and how to deal with it. Here is the fantastic news that God has made a way, God gives righteousness, goodness in his sight, worthiness, acceptance freely as a gift and not earned! That’s huge good news for those who struggle with guilt – and there are many of them! 
· it’s the good news that this forgiveness, rescue, this salvation from sin and its consequences is just the start and that God becomes our father and we his children and that he takes personal care of each child; 
· it’s the good news that salvation starts at conversion but then continues in life; 
· It’s good news that what he starts at conversion initiates a work that continues and moves into every aspect of our lives. So the message of the kingdom is not just about getting right with God, having sins forgiven – it’s also that he then wants to bring healing and wholeness; he starts the work of rescue from past hurt and gradually as he works in us by his spirit he brings healing and recovery; 
The message of the kingdom is that He rescues us from what we were, screwed up and spoilt by sin and sinful attitudes and actions and actually makes us better people – people fit to be called God’s children. 

· And the wonderful thing is that this is open to all. (Power of salvation to everyone who believes). Not just a few elite people who can pass a test, but all who will believe – that’s all it takes. Believe and trust in Jesus. Good news indeed for the bad and mixed up and screwed up and hurt and wounded and abused and sad and scared and lonely. This grace of salvation is for all.

· And it’s good news because whilst some things cannot be undone and we do live with sadness and irreconcilable grief and hurt and damage in this life – one day it WILL ALL be transformed. The future salvation! One day completely rescued from EVERY trace of sin and its effects to us and from us. A new start, forever. Good news that Jesus wins and that his kingdom, invisible now, will ultimately be the only kingdom that lasts and will rule and reign throughout all earth and heavens.

I defy anyone to say this isn’t good news!  And this is the message we are taking out. Let us never, ever, ever forget the wonderful, glorious nature of this message that is ours to share. Are you not glad about that? Don’t you have a sense of pride and privilege and pleasure in being able to share this, part of a church with this wonderful news to share? It’s just such a huge, huge honour – the very best thing in the world!

This is what these little bits of paper are really all about. Sure they don’t say everything, but they are a little attempt to make a start to share this message of the kingdom of Jesus with those who haven’t heard it for a long time, or who have never heard and need to hear. Let us pray that there will be some for whom this comes at just the right time. 
But as wonderful as all this is we know that it’s not always easy and most people don’t want to know, because their actually not really concerned about sin and God and eternity.
And that is exactly why Jesus told the parable in the first place. You see, the timing of the parable is significant - Ch 13 you’ll notice comes after Ch 12, which records where Jesus has been written off by the establishment as someone in cahoots with the devil! Imagine how the disciples would be feeling! No breakthrough, just obtuse, immoveable opposition. And Jesus knew it would get worse – even the common people would turn against him. His followers needed some help to process what was happening – and this is where the parable comes in. It’s to help us and encourage us not to be surprised, not to be despondent or down hearted when we don’t see floods of people coming in, when our invites are rebuffed. He gives us a sense of realism – but with a power kick of encouragement at the end.
When we look at where the seed went we are immediately struck with how little of it actually produced any fruit. The vast majority didn’t. Of the four soils mentioned only one produced any real fruit, and even that which did was pretty sparse. Very, very few seeds ended up with 100 fold yield! 

That’s actually a pretty poor return - but that’s exactly the point! Jesus knew his disciples and he knows us and he knows the hearts of those we try to share the message! He knows how easily we get despondent, downcast and lose momentum. 
So here’s one of the things to keep in mind in gospel work - it’s not just about numbers, it’s about getting the seed out! What happens after that is largely down to the Lord. (Of course we can do soil prep first and water afterwards, but ultimately it’s down to the work of the H/S to do the work of real reception). 

This parable just forewarns us that there will be those who don’t give what we say a second thought. Others, quite a few others actually, seem to show a interest, quite a lot at times and we may very well hope they are genuinely saved – but for one reason or another they never really kick on to maturity and fruitfulness. Very disappointing because you may invest a lot of time and energy only to be disappointed.
Are these people saved? Well, you know, I’m not sure. Some commentators say no, others say yes. I tend to think they probably are – certainly the ones in the thorns that Jesus says are simply unfruitful. That’s really sad – when one thinks of what the message is, that it gets lost under the weight and cares of the world. It’s not what we’ve been saved for. Problem in this situation is usually the things of the world become more important than God and the things that are important to him. Priorities! 
Then there is of course the good soil. Thank God for good soil! We live in a hard world – but no harder really than Jesus did! But his promise is that there is good soil out there; tilled and ready to receive the word. We have a part to play in helping H/S prepare hearts – by showing the benefits of gospel in our own lives, letting people see it makes a positive difference – making them want what we have. (That’s a key part in how most people come to faith you know!) 
But real heart work is the work of H/S so we MUST pray for him to do this.
Then what have we to do? Well, back to the sower – scatter the seed, liberally, freely. He didn’t seem to worry himself about whether it was on good soil or rocky, he just scattered it. May we be like that and get it out to as many as possible and then do wall we can to water it and keep on praying that the H/S will have prepared hearts. 

Encouragement – there must surely be some good soil out there! By the law of spiritual averages there must be! Let’s keep sowing then!
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