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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 10th August 2014
Series name: ‘Believe’
Sermon # in series: 39
Sermon Title: ‘Jesus prays for himself’
Bible Reference: John 17:1-5
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Prayer of Jesus     John 17:1-5

As we come to look at this prayer of Jesus it’s rather like treading on holy ground. It’s like we are being privy to the most intimate conversation between Jesus and his Father, and I’m quite convinced that Jesus allowed it to be so for our sake. He could have gone private – like we may well prefer to do when we want to pray our most personal prayers. But he doesn’t. It’s like he deliberately prays so that his 12 troubled followers could overhears, and John records it so that the faith of his readers (inc you and me) may be strengthened.

The prayer falls into three easy sections – identified in NIV - Jesus prays a) for himself, b) for the disciples, c) for us!

Jesus prays for himself - v1-5
I find A.C.T.S. to be helpful little guide to help me keep praying in the right way.  According to this pattern we might expect Jesus to start with a time of worship and adoration. But he doesn’t! Notice he goes straight in, no preamble – ‘Father the time has come’!  

Why? Jesus has no such confession to make, because he has no sin! He needs no mediator because there is nothing to hinder his fellowship. Besides, his fellowship with Father was so complete and so continuous that he didn’t need the preamble that we always do. He lived in prayer, he lived in fellowship. His prayer here is just an expression of this.

It would be quite inappropriate for us to make a habit of doing the same. We’re sinners, albeit saved sinners, so our prayers and conversation with the Lord Almighty ought to be marked with a profound sense of gratitude and thankfulness. We are God’s children, but we haven’t always been perfect and obedient! We used to be rebels, and but for his graciousness to us still would be. We should regularly admit and confess that without his love and kindness to us, especially without Jesus and his work for us, we would be utterly lost and facing his judgement. It is appropriate that we accept & confess our guilt and dependence on him, and frequently ask for forgiveness of new sins. When we come to this great and awesome God let us then come in adoration, confession & gratitude. 
Now back to Jesus & his prayer. What do we see in the way Jesus prays for himself? 
a. His relationship with his Father, v1.
The way Jesus speaks to the Father is simple. This is the way a child would speak to its parent. It reveals the closeness of relationship and is, not withstanding what we’ve just said about awe and wonder and gratitude, the pattern that we too may follow. Because of Jesus we too, former rebels, and sinners as we are, may call the creator of the universe our ‘Father’! Eph 1:5 tells us that God has ‘adopted us into his family in accordance with his good pleasure and will’. Jesus has become not only our saviour and Lord, but our brother – and isn’t ashamed to call us his brothers! Heb 2:11! He gladly accepts us as members of the family which means that The Father is also our Father and we can come to him as such. Not simply in a grovelling, fear filled way, but as his children, loved & valued. Rom 8 talks about us addressing him as ‘Abba’. Wonderful privilege, wonderful relationship we now have with God the Father. 

b. His Time, v1, referring to the time of his crucifixion. This is the main event, the climax of his life, the main reason that he came. He came to die and rise again. 
Sure, Jesus says to the Pharisees that the crucifixion was their hour; in a sense it was. It was the time when they got what they wanted and was the darkest hour ever on earth. ‘Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut his glories in, when Christ the mighty maker dies for man the creatures sin.’ (Watts, Grace Hymns 229).

They’d have their little moment of supposed glory and victory – but supremely this would be his TIME! They had the hour, but he had the time. This was his time to break greatest barrier, death. This was his time to triumph sin and Satan and all their powers. This was his time to draw the sting of death. This was his time to undo the effects of the curse of the fall. This was his time to break the cords of sin and death; this was his time to ensure Satan’s defeat. This was HIS TIME!
c. His request: ‘Glorify your son’, v1 
To give ‘glory’ can mean ‘to give praise’ or ‘honour’. In v4 He says he has brought ‘glory’ to God while here on earth - people praised and honoured God because of what Jesus did. EG: after the paraplegic was healed - Lk 5:26; after widows son was raised from dead in Nain - Lk 7:16. In both these cases people were filled with awe and we read that they ‘praised God’.  Likewise, through the events that are about to unfold praise and honour will come to Jesus who is looking ahead to his res and ascension. It’s clear from v5 that he’s asking his Father to ensure that happens. This was the promise and as now he goes into the abyss of sin, becomes sin for us and experiences the Father turning his face away he has to rely on Father to come good on his word, to raise him and take him back to heaven. His request is that the Father would reverse the self emptying entailed in his becoming man and restore to him the splendour that he shared with the Father before he came down here and then some (the worship of all people, etc as every knee eventually bows before him). 
2 Applications: 

a) we live in the fulfilment of this prayer! Our greatest praise of Jesus is for his death and res!
b) We can see here a great e.g. of praying/pleading the promises, of praying in the will of God. Of course Jesus knew that this was the plan, that was exactly why he prayed! Result was his prayer was answered. We cannot change God’s mind, but our prayers do ensure that his plans are put into operation. I do not understand why God has linked his actions to prayer, but he has, and so we must pray!

d. His motive, v2 ‘That your son may glorify you’
Isn’t it selfish to pray for himself first? We may think it strange that Jesus first request is for something for himself, v1 ‘Father, glorify your son’. But we need not worry! Whilst it is a prayer for himself we must notice why he prays this - ‘That your son may glorify you’! Jesus prime concern then was not his own, but rather His Fathers glory. 

In v2 he explains the link between his and the Fathers glory. It lay in saving for eternal life those the Father had given him - save fully, completely and finally those the Father had given him. Far more than simply setting example this work involved dealing with our sin by dying for us and rising again, and then living in heaven to be the mediator between us and Father, to ensuring we join Father there.
A picture from the OT will help. When the OT High Priest went in to minister before God for the people, he had to put on special, brightly coloured and richly ornamented clothes made especially for the job. (picture) He couldn’t wear his every day things! You can read about this in Ex 28. 

This dress code wasn’t just for looks, it was deeply symbolic. It was pointing forward to this Jesus is about to start for us in heaven! It’s as if Jesus on earth was in his every day work clothes, but before he took up the role as our H/P he needed to be properly dressed - only when he was glorified could he carry on the work given him, and bring people to full and complete salvation, which will fulfil the Fathers desire, and bring the ultimate glory to Father. 

And we know it was answered. We have One in heaven today, there on our behalf. He presents us and introduces us to the Father. His presence there ensures our acceptance. Hallelujah. 

Conc: This request of Jesus is the supreme example for our prayers. That we try our hardest to ask for things in order that God may be glorified, and not simply for our own benefit and comfort. We do well to keep a watchful eye on our motives. Is this thing I’m asking for simply for my sake, or for the Lords? Let us seek in all things to live for the Lord and for His Glory – even if we’re doing what we enjoy! 
Sing: Before the throne of God above; 
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