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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Philippians: An Introduction 

400 yrs before Paul wrote this letter gold was discovered in the hills in N/E Macedonia. King Philip, quickly set to work to safeguard this wealth for himself and his military aspirations set to work enlarge the nearest town and positioned a garrison of soldiers there to protect it. He named the new city after himself – Philippi. The gold from the mines funded his military campaigns that re-established Macedonia as a world force again. His son, Alexander the Great, then build on his father’s strength to create one of history’s greatest empires – the great Alexandrian Empire. (Show pics). Much of this was funded by the gold from near Philippi.

After Alexander’s death the empire shrunk and little is heard of Philippi until it became the site of one of history’s most telling battles – the Battle of Philippi in October 32BC. There Mark Anthony and Octavian defeated their rivals Cassius & Brutus to take control of the Roman Empire. After the battle many of the conquering soldiers were stood down and allowed to stay in Philippi; Octavian took the title by which we best know him - ‘Caesar Augustus’ and because Philippi was the place where he gained the decisive battle, and because of it’s wealth and position on the main East West trading highway he renamed it ‘Colonia Augusta’. It became a Roman colony, prosperous and fiercely loyal to the Caesar. In fact it became the heart and centre of Emperor worship, one of the first places where citizens were required to say the infamous words ‘Caesar is Lord’. In Philippi they said that that his birthday marked the beginning of good news for mankind! 
As a little piece of Rome miles away from Italy Philippi had its own distinct laws and way of life compared to the surrounding area. It fact, it had a responsibility for promoting and demonstrating the supremacy of the Roman way of life and society. Philippi, as a colony of Rome was to be a beacon for Rome, promoting all the virtues of the Roman civilisation.

And this is critical – because it meant that like the rest of Roman civilisation it was incredibly hierarchical. Bear with me as I explain what this meant – it will pay off!

Roman society was preoccupied with honour and recognition of status, position and power and pervaded every level – of which there were many! There was a distinct pecking order, and everyone knew where they were and where they belonged in the pecking order.

1. Senate (600 men who called the shots, held ultimate power)
2. Equestrians – people who had enough money to provide a horse for battle. (Status defined by a mode of transport!!)

3. Decurans (Upper middle class, local politicians) 

4. Roman citizens

5. Freedmen

6. Slaves

Now, keep all that in mind – it’s a small group of believers in that city, living in that social context that he’s writing to. We’ll see as we start to look at the letter how this background shapes and much of what and how Paul writes to these disciples of Jesus living in Philippi. 

And so, with that background of the city lets now think about the church he’s writing to. 
Paul planted the church, in about AD50 during his 2nd missionary journey. It’s quite a story – he hadn’t planned to go there at all. It’s in Greece and he was wanting to Evangelise Turkey – but events ‘just transpired’ to make it impossible and culminated in a vision one night of someone from Greece (Macedonia actually) calling him to help. 

Let’s read how it happened – Acts 16 - v16 - 40. Show maps for first section
On landing he went straight through Neapolis, the port and went straight to Philippi, a bigger, more important city - evidence I believe that he didn’t just go on a whim or feel the need to take up every opportunity that presented itself. He went where he saw he could make the biggest and widest impact. He didn’t feel compelled to preach everywhere or do everything – we should keep that in mind, as individuals and as a church as we think and plan and do. We must do what is best for the main mission!
There was no Jewish synagogue in Philippi - very unusual, and certainly said something about the spiritual life of the town - not enough Jehovah/God fearing people even to start one (10 needed for this). 
Not a great start then – but he learnt that whilst there is no synagogue there were a group of God fearing people who met each Sabbath by the river for prayer. So, that’s where he goes the next Saturday and he finds the group, - all ladies. He starts to share with them the message of Jesus, and the H/S starts to work. 

The first convert is a business woman – Lydia, who isn’t actually a native of Philippi at all! She’s from Thyatira in Turkey and had set up business in Philippi. She was wealthy, and more importantly a believer in God – but not Jesus.  That all changes when Paul shares the glorious message of the Kingdom with her. She believes, followed by the rest of the family.

Next convert is the jailer and his family. We know how that happened! He was of the lower, working class. 
So a professional business woman and a working class man – in that city!  Who else? Maybe a former fortune teller (though that’s open to speculation) – other than these people we don’t know; what we do know is that these people were forged into Paul’s heart in a very, very special way as he sat with them, ate with them, was nursed by them and as he led them to the Lord. Furthermore – they, more than any other church has supported and cared for him. This was a long and deep friendship a very special friendship.

And so it won’t surprise us to find that of all Paul’s letters this is the most personal and affectionate. I like the way the NLT puts these early verse – put them on screen. 
 Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.4 Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.
7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a special place in my heart. You share with me the special favour of God, both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News.8 God knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus.
Cp v7 = ‘I carry you in my heart’. Everywhere he went. v8 = ‘I miss you’. 
And this special relationship between Paul and the Philippian Xians is seen in the very first verse. All his other letters starts with setting his credentials – an ‘apostle’ etc. Here he simply says ‘A servant of Jesus’. ‘Dulos’ – a slave. But just think here – why say this? Just nice humble words? No more than that. He’s living out what he said, living the values of this new community that all are equal, no hierarchy in the Kingdom; no climbing of clamour for honour or position, power of prominence. Here, right at the outset is Paul, their hero, their leader, the one they looked up to and admired – is reinforcing the Christian truth that in Christ all are equal and that he is happy to be nothing more than a slave for Jesus. That willingness to serve, to be humble to think of others as better than self was so different to culture around them. We’ll come back to this in Ch2. 

So that’s the setting and context – next week we’ll start to look at the letter itself. Tonight take away this simple reality/reminder – we like Philippi are a little band of brothers, living in an alien culture are the colony of heaven on earth. We live by different rules to those around us. We’re here, like the Romans in Philippi to show the better way to those around us, to set a higher/better standard of life and morality. We are a community worshipping a different God, with different values, ideals and goals. A community that is to stand out as different to the culture around us. May God help us do so this week
Sing: Lord the light  
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