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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Jesus Prayers for his Disciples  John17: 6-19.
OK, as we come to the 2nd section of Jesus pray we see him praying for his disciples, the ones who had been with him and around him during his earthly ministry. We’ll see that many of the things he prays for them are directly appropriate for us, their successors as well.

Notice the distinction Jesus makes between the world and those the Father had given him, v6, 9, 11, 14-16. No middle ground, no sitting on the fence. We are either one or the other. Which are you in? which do you want to be in? There’s a gospel ‘whosoever’ so ask him and he’ll welcome you. 
Jesus prayer is specifically for those that the Father has given him. There are two particular things that he prays for, 1) The security of his followers. 2) The sanctity of his followers.

1. The Security of His Followers. V6-12 (esp v11-12)
Jesus consistently taught that once a person became a genuine follower, a real Xian, (which involves trust in Jesus for forgiveness, repentance, and submission) they could not lose the eternal life he gave them at that time. Nothing they did, nor anything anyone else did would disqualify them from heaven. In John 6 he said to the crowds - ‘All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life." Here is Jesus promising eternal safety to those who genuinely trust him. (How do we know whose faith is genuine? They don’t give up or turn back) Now as he draws his earthly ministry to conclusion the emphasis of his prayer is the still the safety of his people. 
He knows it’s going to be tough for his followers on earth. He’s leaving them in a hostile world where other people hate them – v14, and Satan hates them – v15. It’s going to be hard, he leaves them in the midst of wolves. No wonder he prays for them! We’ll see next time how he prays for believers still to come us but we can be sure that what was true of first disciples is also true for us!
So Jesus prays for safety/security of his followers and there are a few things here in Jesus prayer that assure us of our safety:  

i. Jesus puts us into The Fathers care for safe keeping - v11, v15.
Our security depends on God – not simply on us. Jesus hands us over to the Father for safe keeping now that he is leaving. Whilst he was here he took personal responsibility for their safety, now it is the Fathers job. There is no safer place to be! 

ii. We are Father’s gift to Jesus - v6.
Can we imagine the Father giving a gift to his son that would not last? Something that would wear out, that was subject to failure? God doesn’t give such gifts. His gifts are perfect and irreversible. Therefore we can be sure we’ll not fail to reach heaven! We are his and his forever.

iii. We are saved for God’s glory - v10.

And it would not reflect well on God if some Jesus died for didn’t make it through. It’s bad enough that some professors fall by the wayside, but if one of God’s elect, chosen people didn’t make it? Imagine Satan’s delight! Remember, what we’re talking about here isn’t just a personal thing – the main reason God saves people is for the praise of his name in the heavenly places, for all eternity. Those of us fortunate enough to have been called and saved get the benefit – but the praise is all for God. Imagine then if Satan or some other force could break or undo or prevent God’s salvation design for just one person! What dishonour than would bring. No, it could never be. Because we have been saved for his glory we WILL make it through.
iv. Jesus continues to pray for us: v9 & Heb 7:24-25.

‘I pray for them’! This was just the beginning of this work of prayer. Remember what we said last week about the work of the H/P? Jesus is our H/S now, representing us before God in heaven. ‘… he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues  forever.  Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost[a] those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.’ Heb 7:24-25. ‘I know that while in heaven he stands no tongue can bid be thence depart.’.

2. He prays for the sanctity of his followers!  v13-19.
The word Jesus uses is ‘Sanctify’, v17 a word which just means purity. Jesus prayers isn’t only that Father would keep them safe, but also that they would keep their distinctiveness as his followers. They will be in the world, but he doesn’t want them to be like the world - v15-16. That was their calling and it’s ours also.
Key to this ‘distinctiveness’ is the ‘word’ he had given them – he refers to this in both v14 & 17. This separate, distinctive life will be sustained by the word, the message he had given them. We have it now in the Bible – the Word of God. How does ‘The Word’ do this?

i. The ‘word’ brings joy, v13, and joy implies satisfaction and if we’re satisfied with something or someone we’re not going to be looking for it elsewhere. Less likely to have roving eyes! God’s promises, his revelations to us in his word of himself, his grace, mercy, love, faithfulness, patience, forgiveness, etc, etc, lift our hearts and fill us with joy and satisfies our soul. Neh 8:10 says that ‘the joy of the Lord is your strength’.
Jesus desire is for us his people to have joy – deep joy, even though the world is a horrible place at times, marked by injustice, pain, suffering, tragedy, sadness. But joy is different to happiness which is very dependent on happenings. Joy is comes from knowing God wins, we are and will be safe, the guilty punished and the world man new again with all sin removed. This message is found in God’s word.   

ii. The word assures us of God’s love – v14. Jesus is under no illusions what the disciple’s face when he leaves them. They will be in a world order that is opposed to their teaching and message, and under Satan, will try to get them to conform to its standards and ethics. This world competes for the love and attention of God’s people. It did then and does now!  

In a marriage one of the most effective ways to ‘affair proof’ the relationship is for both partners to know that they are loved and for them to have no need to look elsewhere. In a world that seeks to drive a wedge between us and our Lord the best prevention is to be assured of God’s unfailing attention and devotion and to us. And the Word of God does this over and over again. It reveals to us the beauty and greatness, the incomparable wonder of our God, whilst at the same time reminding us constantly of his love for us. 
iii. The word gives power to live holy lives, v17. Whilst Jesus was with them their life values, their attitudes, beliefs etc, had dramatically changed. But they were not yet complete. Jesus desire for them and all who believe is that they/we become increasingly like him. His great plan is to restore a community of people to live as he originally planned. 

And integral to this restoring, transforming is the word – v17. Jn 15:3 says ‘you are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.’  Eph 5:26-27 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  When we read the Bible and act on what it says our lives will change – it’s God’s method. His will is for us to be different, holy, in the world. This is why the Bible, his Word is important and valuable to read often. It just has the effect of being a window into our hearts and lives. Read every day it will convict, lead, and shape us.  

Here then is Jesus prayer for his followers. He prays for their safety, which relies on God alone! He prays for their sanctity, increasing life transformation into God’s image. 
Let’s pray: Thanks for his personal protection. What he has started he will complete, Phil 1:6. Thanks for his word, the message of hope and love and joy, and for its instruction. Has he been saying something to you recently that you need to obey? Some attitude, some action that you need to do? Submit to him, to his word and will for you. You know in your head and heart what he is saying. Now act in you will and resolve to obey.
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