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Sermon Title

Bible Reference: Philippians 1:12- 18
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
No 3 - Philippians 1:12-26

Paul’s joy in trials – because they advance the gospel

Remember we commented that this is a very upbeat letter, filled with joy and optimism, despite Paul, at the time of writing being in prison and uncertain as to what the future held. Reason? His single-minded in his devotion to God. He doesn’t mind what happens to him as long as Jesus is glorified, and the gospel is proclaimed. We said that there are three positive things that Paul sees coming out of trials. 1) Last week we saw that his situation really made him appreciate the fellowship of others. The bonds of love were strengthened, not weakened. 

Today we look at the second- Chap 1:12-26. He realised that in a number of ways his circumstances were working to further the gospel of Jesus. In these verses we see him thinking in the three tenses – Past , Present and Future

1. Paul’s Chains further the gospel
When he says in v12 ‘Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel’ he’s prob thinking of everything that had happened since he arrived in Jerusalem several months ago that ultimately led him to his current place in house arrest in Rome. Lynch mob, arrest, trial, shipwreck, prison - all this he saw now was working to advance the gospel!

i. Firstly he got to share the gospel with people he’d otherwise never have contacted – the Palace Guard. Paul had long wanted to go to Rome to preach there – now he has his wish! Not maybe how he’d planned it, but he quickly came to realise that his current situation gave him opportunities that he’d never have had otherwise. Instead of speaking in the synagogues as maybe he’d planned he got to speak to the ‘palace guard’ - career soldiers, hard and tough men. So instead of being limited his chains actually opened up opportunities for him and he rejoiced in this. 

Life often doesn’t turn out as we hope or expect. We have a choice – we can moan about it or we can submit to God sovereignty and see it as an opportunity.

I’m reminded of Joseph – whose life certainly didn’t go the way he planned it. I’m not sure he could see God’s hand it it all the time – but at the end he came to realise that God had been in it, he traced back the plans of God and realised that in all things He was working for his good. (Gen 50:20).
So with us – make the most of where we are, even if we can’t see what God is doing! Don’t sit and wait for things to change – redeem the time, make it happen, use it for good and the gospel. 
ii. 2nd thing – his experiences encouraged other believers and helped them to speak for the Lord - v14. I wonder if they had kept a pretty low profile previously for fear of repercussions, but suddenly here was Paul talking and witnessing with no punishment – so they started to do the same. He knew that was a good thing and rejoiced in it. 

Remember – how we act and react affects other believers? Do you think your attitude or witness or ministry tend to encourage or discourage others? 
2. Paul’s critics further the gospel v15-19. 
With ‘brothers’ like these who needs enemies?! There were some in Rome (Xians apparently!) who put the boot in & delighted to make things harder than they were for him! It seems hard to imagine Xians doing this sort of thing but they were envious of Paul, jealous.
 These people I think wanted a bigger crowd than him, more people fawning over them. Fired cheap shots at Paul to undermine people’s favour of him and boast their own ranking and credibility. (Jealously of others is very real temptation for church leaders!)
But what was his reaction? He didn’t fight back, he didn’t even grin and bare it! He actually rejoiced that through these people Christ was preached! He’s not just neutral about it; not just a shrug of the shoulders, but positive rejoicing.
For this he rejoices – because his own aim in life is for Jesus to be made known, trusted and followed. 

Jealousy/envy in church – others ministries, success, prominence? Maybe I’m the only one who sometimes is troubled with this! For me it’s seeing other churches/ministers growing seeing baptisms, etc; but for any of us it can be someone getting attention, praise, thanks, etc, etc. Remedy? Rejoice that Jesus is being lifted up. It’s about him not me or you!  

3. Paul’s Crisis furthers the gospel. v19-26 
Paul faces death penalty if found guilty of being a troublemaker, inciting riots, etc. He faced the real prospect that he could die soon. But this was of no concern to Paul. For him this was a win-win situation! He and Jesus couldn’t lose! One way or another, in life or death he expected Jesus glorified in his body. 

If he died he would die in such a way that people would marvel at his peace, and thus praise Jesus the source of peace. Wesley took very seriously the need to prepare people for the time they came to die, and it was remarked to him that his people ‘died well’! in other words, they died in peace, with joy, not fighting it all the time. Such dying surely glorifies our Jesus a great deal, and says a great deal for him. 

All Paul was concerned about was Jesus, so even if he died, and died well, the gospel and the cause of Jesus would be furthered.

In addition to this, dying for Paul meant going straight into Jesus immediate presence – v23; This was nothing to be feared! 

On the other hand, if he lived it would mean more fruitful service. For him it was a win/win situation! Life or death – Jesus would be honoured and lifted up!
Some of our heart and mental troubles is that in general we tend now to hold onto life too strongly and forget that if we die we will be better off! Not down playing family ties – but even for the sakes of our families – to know we have gone to be with Jesus is a huge, huge comfort. I encourage us to hold this and believe it more and more – being with Jesus is better than what we have down here – and it will only get better! 
Conclusion:

So we can see in this part of the letter how Paul's devotion and trust in Jesus made such a practical difference in the way he lived and reacted difficult, dangerous and discouraging circumstances. Because he lived all out for Jesus everything else was second place, held with a lighter grip. Didn’t mean that he didn’t like life – just that it wasn’t everything; didn’t mean that he liked being criticised – but it wasn’t the end of the world; didn’t mean that he wouldn’t have preferred to have been a free man again – but it meant that being in prison wasn’t the worst that could happen. end of his . 
Paul's contentment came from trusting that in all things God was in control. Believing, know this he then tended to look for the positives in every circumstance.  
And it will be the same for us – our peace of heart and mind will be in direct proportion to that which we believe and trust God in them. We may not see his hand, it may seem chaotic, we may just see the untidy ends of the back of the tapestry – but on the other side the master craftsman is at work and we can trust him. It is not just a trite verse for a crisis – it is absolute truth – God works in all things for the good of those who trust him, have been called according to his purposes. 
Is there something in your life tonight that you wish were different – difficult circumstances, difficult person, some kind of crisis, something you feel chains you in? Tempt may be to resist and resent. In this passage God shows us and calls us to accept them and trust him and to try to see ways in which he may be working for his ends. Let him do his changing work in you. Person who is making life hard for you or whom you struggle with inside? Try praying for them and let God work on that envy in you and make you more like Jesus. Crisis? What’s the worst that can happen? You have heaven to look forward to, or if resolved then you learn from it!  Chained? Maybe God needs to chain you to keep you there to do what he wants you to do? Instead of resisting, yield and see the good you ways you can serve in where you are.

Let’s pray:
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� What were they jealous off do you think?





