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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Bible Reference: Philippians 1:27-30
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Philippians 1:27-30

So far Paul has been talking about his situation and the good that comes from it. We’ve seen that he realised that the trial a) deepened his love and the fellowship between him and them, and b) served to advance the gospel in Rome. 

The third positive thing that Paul sees coming from trials and opposition is the opportunity to show what the gospel is really about, to show the difference it really makes in people’s lives.  

It is clear that it wasn’t just Paul who was suffering for being a Xian. The Xians in Philippi knew something of this as well, v29. The truth and reality, the integrity of the gospel will be seen in the way the Xians in Philippi respond to the pressure they were under. Here was a great chance to show the difference that being a Xian makes to a person.

Remember that Philippi was a Roman colony, a little Rome. The people dressed, acted and lived as if they were in Rome itself. They lived ‘in a manner worthy of Rome itself.’ There was a certain lifestyle and decorum that was expected of the citizens of Philippi. 
The Christians in Philippi were likewise a little colony of heaven on earth (3v20) and so they should live like it!  Their king was Jesus, they were aliens on earth. This wasn’t their real home. ‘Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Jesus’. There was a certain way of life for them, certain standards, certain expectations on them as Xians – they were to live out the teaching and example of Jesus and so show how good it was. 
What was true for them must equally true for us also! We too are aliens in our culture, our king is Jesus, we are under his authority. If we take the title of Xian then we are to conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of his name; we are to live with him as leader and for his glory. 
Three things in this passage that characterise a life lived in this way. ‘Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy …  then I will know ….’, v27b. Three things will characterise such a life. 

1. Consistency – Stand firm, v27 

This is one of the most vital things for a Xian in the world. I would say that this is the one thing that the average non-Xian is looking for in a person who calls himself or herself a Xian. Does this person’s life style, do their attitudes, actions, words marry up with what they say they are? Are they consistent with the life of a follower/disciple of Jesus? 

Now we can never be perfect this side of glory, but surely people are right to expect something a little different from someone who says they are a Xian! Does it not bring great dishonour on a family or a nation when those who represent them let them down? 
As Xians there are standards that we have a responsibility before the Lord try to live up to. Behaviour, language, attitudes, etc. We are not perfect, we will make mistakes (Xians are not perfect, just forgiven!) but we ought to be striving to be as like Jesus, in every way, as we can.

Consistency before the world hinges on consistency of relationship with the Lord. In a marriage the thinking and behaviour of the couple often starts to converge as they get familiar with each other and the good points rub off on the partner. If they don’t spent time, don’t talk then they diverge. 

To live like Him we need to spend time with him. When Peter & John were up before the Sanhedrin the Pharisees took note that ‘they had been with Jesus’! That’s how it needs to be with us. We’ll only get to think and speak and act like him as we spend time with him. It means regular time with his word, reading, talking and listening to him. That cannot be rushed. In a world where lives are lived at such a frenetic pace it really is important for us to ‘come aside and rest awhile’ with Jesus. Bill Hybels has written a book entitled ‘Too busy NOT to pray!’, a sentiment we need to take to heart more than ever if we are to ‘conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel’
The second characteristic of people that are conducting themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel is

2. Co-operation – ‘in one spirit, contending as one man’, v27
The phrase ‘Striving together as one man’ is one word in the Gk and is a word from the sports arena. It is a word that describes the co-operation between the members of a team. 

This was important for the Church at Phil as some were not exactly pulling together – 4:2. Seems that members in the church were taking sides, and the resulting division was hindering the work of the church. Divide and conquer ever seems to be the motto of the enemy. 3 John 9 speaks of a man called Diotrephes ‘who loves to be first’ and would therefore not listen to the apostles. Such an attitude can only ever lead to trouble. 

When Pierre Van Hooidonk thought he was too good for the ‘average’ players at Forest several threatened to punch him! When he eventually started to play for them again no one even applauded him when he scored! Such prima-donas only harm the team. And it’s the same in the church. 

This is why time and again in the NT this whole thing of unity is emphasized. Jesus said ‘I pray that they may be one, even as we are one’. The mark of a true spirit filled church is not busyness or music or numbers but love and unity. This should mark us out from any other organization on earth. 

The third characteristic of people who are conducting themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel is 

3. Confidence – v28.’without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.’
The word Paul uses is used of horse that shies away in battle. He knows that if these Xians are living right they will not be frightened in the battle. We do not need to go looking for trouble, but neither need we run when it comes. Paul gives us several encouragements to give us confidence in the battle.

a. These battles prove that we really are saved – v28. Trusting Jesus is certainly not the end of troubles, it is almost certainly the beginning of them. How we need to keep this in mind in our age when so subtly we can get caught up in the thing of trying to avoid pain at all costs, as if it is always bad. Jesus said clearly ‘In this world you will have troubles.’ Paul said to Tim ‘Anyone who wants to live a godly life will have troubles’! Indeed, it is not trouble that should concern us, but absence of it – ‘If you are not disciplined then you are not children’! Heb 12:8
b. The presence of such conflict is a privilege. ‘It has been granted you’ – It is a gift from Jesus! We suffer ‘for him’ v29. There is no privilege in suffering for ourselves, but to suffer for Jesus is a high and holy honour. It is said that Peter was martyred, being crucified upside down. This was because he felt it too much of a priv. to die as Jesus did! 

c. Others are experiencing the same conflict, v30. Satan wants us to think that we are alone, that no one else suffers like we do, that our situation is somehow unique! But Paul reminds the Phils that he was going through the same trouble as them, they were in it together. He told the Corinthians that ‘No temptation has seized you but what is common to man.’ I.e. you’re not unusual. Knowing that others are going through the same thing can sometimes be a help to us. 

Whatever you do, whatever happens, whatever difficulty you are in, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of Jesus. Fly the flag high, don’t drag it through the mud. 
One last thing - notice that whilst this is an injunction to individuals, but the result is communal. The church and its witness is only as strong as the individuals that make it up. So let’s play our part in the team, live a life that honours Jesus and so show the consistency, co-operation and confidence that only he can give
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