Page 4 of 4

[image: image1.png]&y WhittonbaptistChurch

Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: Findings from Peters Black Box!
Bible Reference: John 18
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Findings from Peters Black Box’ John 18:15-27.

On July 17th a commercial jet airliner suddenly disappeared from the radar screens as it plunged to earth, killing all 298 people on board. What happened to it? Claims and denials. Crucial to the investigation was the black box flight recorders which would tell all (and they did) – nearly. They soon revealed that the plane suffered "massive explosive decompression" as a result of being hit by explosive shrapnel. Sadly what they didn’t show was where the shrapnel came from. 
This morning we look at the tragic car crash that was the Apostle Peter on the night Jesus was arrested, and the scriptures act as a black box for us, enabling us to see exactly what went on and why he crashed so spectacularly. 

If we said that Jesus that night embodied ‘Meekness and Majesty’ then what we see in Peter is Weakness and Tragedy. But the fact that the black box of scripture reveals why he failed means that it also warns us so that we can avoid the same mistakes. 

First thing we see then, as a warning that something was wrong is 
1. He was too self confident
It is said that some time before the battle of Waterloo Napoleon had a number of medals struck to commemorate the defeat of the English! And we know what happened!

Peter had the same thing: when he said ‘Even if the others fall away, I will not leave you’! he really meant it!  He was not speaking as a hypocrite, he was just speaking as one who did not know his own weakness and limitations.  

1 Cor 10:12 warns us – ‘if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!’ That passage is all about learning from the past, from others mistakes (In fact it says that this is why the Bible records other peoples falls and mistakes. I love the way The Message puts it: ‘These are all warning markers—danger!—in our history books, written down so that we don’t repeat their mistakes. Our positions in the story are parallel—they at the beginning, we at the end—and we are just as capable of messing it up as they were. Don’t be so naive and self-confident. You’re not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; it’s useless. Cultivate God-confidence’.
Peter thought he was strong, he boasted in his resolve and courage, but when the heat was on, he failed. Warning 1!
2. He ignored Jesus words.

Jesus had told Peter that he couldn’t follow him where he was going but Peter argued that ‘he would die for him’. It’s pretty clear that Jesus was warning Peter that he was not as strong as he thought he was. He knew that Peter would not be able to stand the pressure of the next few hours, and so warns him not to follow. But Peter does, and denies Jesus, just as predicted.

Peter disregarded the words of Jesus, at his peril. He thought he knew best. 
The moment we think we know best we set ourselves up for a fall. The Bible is God’s word to teach, guide, warn and protect us. We ignore what he says at our peril. 
Is God saying something to you, and you are ignoring Him? Beware! Are you doing something you know is not right, but think that you will be strong enough by yourself? Beware!

3. He acted impetuously 
In the Garden he had rashly lunged out at Malchus only to find himself later confronted by one of Malc’s relatives, v26! OOPS! Not a good move! Imagine the consequences of owning up now! His impetous action in the garden demanded now that he act rashly again in order to get out of the situation that he had bought on himself. Rash words and actions, said in the heat of the moment and without thought, have an uncanny way of coming back to haunt us. 

I believe that, thankfully, Peter learned the danger of rash actions, for later he repeatedly warned against them, and emphasised the need for self control. Cp. 1 Peter 1:13; 4:7; 5:8.

4. He neglected to pray
When Peter had gone with Jesus into Gethsemane Jesus had given him specific instructions to pray, Matt 26:41. Did he? No, he fell asleep! Result? He fell into temptation. Eph 6:18 tells us that prayer is vital to complete the Xian armour. Had Peter spent the time he was asleep in prayer he would probably have been equipped to meet the crisis about to erupt, as Jesus did. But he didn’t. 

‘Restraining prayer we cease to fight; prayer makes the Xian armour bright: And Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees.’ 

5. He followed half-heartedly 

I had a motto when I used to play football ‘If you’re going to tackle, tackle hard!’ Why? Not because I wanted to hurt anyone, but I learned that if I was half hearted I would get hurt. Same is true in following Jesus. John tells us that Peter had to ‘wait outside the door’, v16. Luke puts it a little more bluntly – saying that Pater followed Jesus ‘at a distance’ 22:54. Result was that he was left outside in the courtyard and ended up in all sorts of trouble. 

6. His easy rapport with the enemy

Outside, by the door he’s very vulnerable and we see a sad, gradual moving closer to his enemies. First he’s by the door, then he moves over to stand by the fire, then he sits down by the fire. What is he doing! He was asking for trouble. These were the people who’d arrested Jesus, and here is Peter joining their company. It’s remarkably like Ps 1 in its progression, walking standing, sitting!

So it is in our lives. Without realising, without thinking we can put ourselves in the place of temptation. If you don’t want to steal the apples, keep out of the orchard! Be careful of where we go, who we go with, what we watch, read, who we friend on FB, etc. Bad company corrupts good character. Easier to be pulled down that pull others up!  

Now all these put Peter in a vulnerable position. But there’s something far worse to add into the mix, one which made Peters actions – or lack of them – even more serious. Remember Jesus words ‘Peter, Satan has desired to sift you’, Lk 22:31? Peter, Satan wants to see what you are really made of.’ 

So add to all these actions or inactions that in an of themselves put him in a vulnerable position the fact that Satan was specifically after him and you can start to see why he made such a mess of things that night. 
He is subtle and crafty. Notice how he got to Peter! Peter didn’t run away when most of the others did in the garden. No, in front of the soldiers he was brave, fearless. No, Satan used the little servant girl, the door keeper! It was when Peter he was taken off his guard. He had locked and bolted the main doors, but the temptation that brought him down came another way, a way he least expected!

How many people get cuddly little pets only to find themselves almost enslaved by them!! Many things are innocent in themselves, but are used by Satan to trap God’s children. TV, computer games, a friendship. All of these things start so little, we never mean to let them become big, to dominate, to harm our relationship with the Lord. But without us realising it they do. And they affect our prayers, worship, and fellowship with Jesus.

So here is the black box data of Peters fall. Here are the contributory factors. Probably not one single thing, but a combination. 
Thing to do is learn from it. 

1. Be humble

2. If Jesus says something – do it! Don’t ask him for a sign or for him to repeat it. If there’s a command, just do it! 

3. Think carefully before acting

4. Keep praying and talking to Jesus, 

5. follow wholehearted

6. Don’t dance with the enemy
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