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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 19th October 2014
Series name: ‘Colony’
Sermon # in series: 6
Sermon Title: ‘The ministry of serving’
Bible Reference: Philippians 2:19-30
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Ministry of Service - Philippians 2:19 - 30

You’ll remember that the whole of this section, from 1:27, is about walking worthy of the gospel and how and what that means in everyday life; essentially putting God and others first. 
He rounds this theme off by pointing them to two men they knew well as living, breathing examples of what he’s been saying - Timothy and Epaphroditus. This helpful – because his examples so far have been Jesus and he himself and somehow their eg’s sometimes seem so high and lofty – after all Paul was an ‘Apostle’ (not exactly your average Christian!) and Jesus himself! Can we ‘ordinary’ Xians, really be expected to live in the way he’s been setting out?’ Is it possible? Tim & Epaph are the answer to this – because they really were just regular, ordinary guys, people they knew well. How does this work out in these two men? Tim first:
a. Timothy v19-21

The picture we get in these verses is of a person concerned for others and happy to help them regardless of cost to himself, and not doing it for any personal gain or reward. 

· He’s genuinely interested in other people – v20. What does this look like in practice? Take suggests from congregation and put on Nobo board. and look for the following include enquiring of others, follows up, remembers to ask next time, listens to them
· This is in stark contrast to those mentioned in v21. Look carefully at what he says – they are not concerned primarily with the concerns of Jesus. It’s about themselves or practical things. They don’t think Christ’s thoughts and the things that are important to him. So what might their lives and conversation be like? Again, write answers on Nobo board. Look for things like: busyness and just keeping bread on the table; or maybe negative, critical, gossip, others mistakes and failures, themselves and what they have done or not done, prone to exaggeration; they will lack concern honesty, care, fairness, salvation, growth in grace; 
Thing that comes across about Tim then is that he’s really concerned about himself - what he does isn’t for his own benefit and for what people will think of him. He’s not after praise, affirmation or even simply wanting to be liked. 
For some that sort of life and character is a hard one to build. Their native culture and character and sometimes their background means that these things don’t come naturally, however much they may want them to! 
The work of the Lord does require self sacrifice – and best motivation is to ‘consider him’. Again, use nobo board and take suggestions as to what things about Jesus and what he has done for us best motivate us. So this isn’t about guilt trips or repayment or earning favour; it’s grateful, worshipful response to his love and grace.
Let me point out one slightly less obvious and in some ways less ‘spiritual’ way Tim developed this character. V22 – he ‘served’ with Paul, living and learning as a son from a father. Paul had been a role model for Tim, we’d call it a ‘mentor’ today!
Younger Xians – seek out a mentor to watch, copy and who you allow to input into your life. Be humble to receive spiritual wisdom and counsel. Ask them to do this, give them permission (most won’t feel able to do this unless you do!)
Mature Xian – can you play that role to a younger Xian? Get alongside them, talk to them, encourage them, take an interest in them, maybe pray with them and as friendship develops then help them 

b. Epaphroditus – v25
Was a member of the church at Philippi who’d the church had sent to help Paul, v25. His was a very practical ministry ‘to take care of my needs’ says Paul. Had he gone to cook, look after the house – take care of the domestic things so Paul could concentrate on other ministry? Who knows, but what a valuable ministry that is. 
Romans 12 speaks of the gift of ‘serving’ (or ‘ministry’). I checked out what ‘serving’ means – it literally means ‘executing other peoples commands’. Sounds a bit harsh, but it’s not; simply means that some people are especially good at being able to help others do what needs to be done. Maybe not initiators or idea’s people – but give them a job and they are very happy to do it and to do it well.

Another gift mentioned in Romans 12 is ‘encouragement’ – means to come alongside others and support them. These two are very closely related.
Epaphroditus did these things for Paul at great cost. He nearly died – v27, and seems now to be homesick, v26. Notice this – again, here’s a man who’s concerned about others. He’s sad because his friends are worried! That’s a beautiful characteristic really isn’t it! He’s nearly died, yet still more concerned for others than himself and wants to get home to see them and make sure they are now OK!
Here are men whose lives were given over to helping others. And I’m glad Paul cites two men! This caring, supporting, selfless things is often seen as a woman role. But here are two blokes, real men who gave themselves to serve others, and in so doing served the Lord himself

Epaph in particular was not a leader, not a speaker but the church in Phil had recognised what he was good at; they saw that knew he was a worker, happy just to do what others asked him to do, which probably meant doing the dirty work as well as other things! He was just the man to help Paul - and that’s just what he did. 
So this ‘living a life worthy’ isn’t just about doing and being seen, it’s about what we are in private, and really centres on our attitudes and priorities. Its roots are found in an appreciation of Jesus, a deep gratitude to God and a humble heart that considers others better than oneself.
It’s a characteristic so lacking in our society. We live in a culture dominated by ‘Your worth it’. Life revolves around self. Yes, everyone is special, valuable and has incalculable ‘worth’. But in another sense we are not worth God’s love and compassion. We are filthy, dirty, rotten sinners, who wilfully and repeatedly offend a holy God.
In this sense we are totally unworthy. Yet, and yet, he has loved us whilst we are still sinners and died for us, and washed us dirty, filthy sinners clean of our sin and defilement, and has adopted and accepted us into his family and made us heirs of all that is his. 
If he served us then let us be willing to serve him and to sere others, however deserving we may feel them to be. This is the life that is worthy of Jesus.

Prayer
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