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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 23rd November 2014
Series name: ‘Colony’
Sermon # in series: 8
Sermon Title: ‘Pressing On’
Bible Reference: Philippians 3:12-21
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘The Power of Purpose’ - Phil 3:12 - 21
In these verses Paul brings to the fore the fact that though he has been saved he is not yet the finished article, that there are things to press on to reach. He knows that the Xian life is a life of progress, change, development. Not simply a matter of being saved, safe and that’s it. God’s purpose in saving us is to change us, to day by day, month by month, year by year a bit more like Jesus. Salvation always leads onto what the Bible calls ‘sanctification’. Holy and set apart. 

This is one of the great features of the Xian faith – it offers us hope, hope that things/we can change for the better (because all God’s change is for the better!). Not just a change of things we do, but a change from the inside. When saved we are born again, given a new nature, a completely fresh start. Means that we are no longer simply victims of our genes, culture, upbringing, environment. We are God’s children, we have something of his nature within us that will, as we tend and water it and work with his Spirit, grow and more, until at last when Jesus comes again we’ll be made perfectly like him and ready to live with him in the new, perfect heaven. 

So there is always this call and expectation to grow and develop as Christians, to become, bit by bit, more like Jesus. This is God’s will for us; not an optional extra for the keen ones, the ones with time, etc.

And in these verses we can see a couple of things that will enable and foster this change in us: 

a. A correct assessment of self 
It would have been very easy for Paul, having been saved to have looked at what he used to be, to have looked at the way of life he lived and settled with – ‘well, at least I’m not like that anymore!’  Could have settled with being saved and safe and heaven assured, and being better than the others! 

But he doesn’t – he knows that though he’s started he hasn’t finished and it’s the continuing and the finishing that counts with God. ‘I haven’t yet been made perfect’  v12-13!
Very easy to cp/measure ourselves to others. That won’t do! It really isn’t a matter of whether we are better or do more than them. It’s about us & Jesus. Peter asked Jesus about John ‘what about him?’ Jesus replied ‘What is that to you?’!  

2nd essential to growth is

b. A single minded zeal

Paul says he was ‘Straining towards what is ahead’ – v13, ‘I press on’, v12 – expressions full of determination, action. Also in v13 ‘One thing I do etc.’ – there’s a single-mindedness about him. This is a pattern that we see in all the hero’s of the faith, all those we look up to and aspire to be like in the Bible – they were people who put God first, often at big cost to themselves. Moses – ‘left the pleasures of Egypt’, David - ‘One thing I desire’. And Paul here. There is an intentionality, and wholeheartedness about this. This is what it takes. God’s promise to Solomon “And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the Lord searches every heart and understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you. Again, the Lord through Jeremiah ‘You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart’. Or take Jesus ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.’ And elsewhere he says that our commitment to him must make our commitment to our families seem like we hate them! 
Quite often I have people struggling with unanswered prayer, struggling in Xian life, bemoaning this and that about God and church and when I dig a bit I find that actually Jesus isn’t very high on their radar. They’ll read, come to church or get involved if they have time after all the other things are done! Unsurprisingly, he then falls down the pecking order.

If we would grow as God wants us to, if we would enjoy the life he took hold of us for then we have to be intentional in our response to is grace
c. A particular purpose:

Paul pressed on to take hold of that which Jesus took hold of him – v12b. He knew why he was saved and it got him out of bed in the morning – a) To be more like Jesus and b) to tell non Jews about Jesus.

If you don’t have a passion and a purpose you will forever lack drive. You’ll live simply to survive, to get through the day. But it doesn’t have to be this way! You have a purpose and a calling, just as Paul did. You certainly have the same goal in terms of becoming like Jesus. But you also have another calling by the Lord. You life has purpose in what you do. You may never have considered it to be a calling from God, but if you are walking humbly with him then you will have prayed about what you’re doing and you will have embarked upon it believing that it is the best path you can take for him. As such it’s your calling, it’s Gods will for your life. Lack of that understanding often leaves people without a sense of purpose and that the job, role, etc is just a means to an end, a means of putting bread on the table, or surviving. That’s actually a very poor way to live life! Its saying the present is second best, it’s saying that what you’re doing hasn’t value – what a sad way to live life! How sad to live for what you may one day get – be that rest or leisure, or security. There is a huge part of life that has to be lived now – the journey counts as well as the destination! So what you do now has value if you really feel it’s what the Lord wants you to do. If you don’t then you really ought to take some action and change to get to where you do think he wants you! (How you know that is another story, we haven’t time to go into that here. Maybe a Life group discussion!)

Paul had a clear sense of what God wanted him to do, a calling. You may well not have that – but know this, caring for others, honouring your parents, being a good parent, a trust worthy, reliable employee is just as valuable if that’s where God has led your life to be just now. Maybe God’s will is to be the bread winner, or to nurse a wife or relative – it doesn’t necessarily get medals from others – but God sees it and smailes and says ‘Way to go son/daughter’! This way of looking at life and work and roles gives huge dignity to them and helps save us from simply being victims and seeing the precious gift of life as something to be endured.

Question – have you assessed why you do what you do recently? Where does God fit into it? Unless we do this we can waste our lives going after good, but secondary things, and always missing the best! 
1. A Saviour to be awaited – v20

The Xian life isn’t all about striving! We only do the things we have been talking about because our hope is in the work and action of Jesus. In the midst of talking about how hard he is straining and pressing on, etc, v14, Paul adds that his effort is prompted by the action of God! ‘for which God has called me heavenwards in X Jesus.’ and it will all finish with God – v20. ‘Our citizenship is in heaven and we eagerly await a Saviour from there’
Whatever our present circumstances, however bleak our lives may be, the day is coming when it will all be different, when Jesus comes to usher in the new world, where sin and pain and suffering will be no more. The heroes in Heb 11 died in hope, looking to the future. They refused to allow their present circumstances to drive them away from their hope in God’s promise, Jesus, because they believed the promise of future glory. 

This is what should help, drive, support us also – the blessed and glorious hope of the return of Jesus and all that will start for us.

Let us live well, strive hard and live looking towards our hope. 
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