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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: God's Christmas Gifts
Sermon # in series: 1
Sermon Title: The gift of Hope
Bible Reference: Ruth 1-4
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   

Advent theme: Gifts Jesus came to bring us Hope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJKScGU1IX4
‘I want a toy’

Opening the box and finding it’s not what you thought it would be or what you wanted.

Sometimes as we open the box of life we find ourselves disappointed with what’s inside. It’s not how we wanted it to be, we find disappointment with the way things work out. Sometimes like Children at Christmas we have such high hopes and dreams, but time moves on and those hopes and dreams seem as far away as ever. 

· Parenthood – it’s way harder than it’s supposed to be (yes, regardless of the age of your children!)

· Career – job not what you thought

· Marriage not what you’d hoped – living with a hurting, disappointed or even broken heart.

· Church 

· Walk with God

· Or, as is the lot of us all at times, it’s living with the ongoing pain of the death of a loved one. This Xmas will have an empty chair this year

It’s not what you hoped or thought it would be.

Well now, isn’t it good news then to hear that Jesus came to bring God’s gift of HOPE? Jesus came to bring hope in the midst of disappointment and sadness. This morning we’ll see this from the story of Ruth. 
Elimelech – moved his family from Israel to Moab in a time of drought. (Show on map) Wife called Naomi means Pleasant, two sons, Mahlon (Means Sick) & Kilion (means Dying). In Moab the two lads each married, Orpah & Ruth.

By the end of the 5th verse of the book all three men have died! Leaving Naomi, Orphar & Ruth in deep grief and in deep trouble. 

Without the men to provide for them, and with news that the famine in Israel had eased a bitter and heartbroken Naomi makes the decision to go back to her home country. She doesn’t expect her daughters-in-law to come and encourages them to stay in their own land and rebuild their lives as she had nothing to offer them. Explain about the custom of remaining sons would marry their deceased brothers wife. But she had no other sons and was now too old to have more children. There was then nothing for them to gain by going back with her. But Ruth will hear nothing of it and insists on staying with her mother in law regardless of what she faces – 1v16-17. Together they return to Naomi’s home town of Bethlehem. 

Now that’s the first little indication that this has anything to do with Christmas! Bethlehem, less than 200 people. Naomi’s arrival then is big news and they all want to know what’s happened to her. Look at her response – 1v19-21. She was angry, bitter, God has let her down. Don’t call me ‘Naomi, call me Mara’! 

Up to now appears to be a story about loss – that’s all Naomi could see, understandably. And where you are now it maybe that all you can see is loss, all you can see is disappointment and you wrestle with feelings of bitterness and frustration and sadness. You’ve opened the gift of your life and it really isn’t what you wanted it to be. 

If Naomi was sitting next to you this morning she would well understand. But she’d also say that this wasn’t the end of the story.  

Jerry Sittser lost three generations of his family in a car accident - his mother, his wife, and his young daughter. While most of us will not experience such a catastrophic loss in our lifetime, all of us will taste it. The circumstances are not important; what we do with those circumstances is. Reflecting back on his experience he wrote a book called ‘A Grace Disguised’ 
 in which he opens his heart about the way he felt in the immediate aftermath, but in which he also says that it’s not the loss we suffer that defines us so much as the way we react to it. In coming to the end of ourselves, we can come to the beginning of a new life--one marked by spiritual depth, joy, compassion, and a deeper appreciation of simple blessings.

Naomi found the same – the end of herself was the time when God started a wonderful new work in her life; though she went through this deepest, darkest of valleys this was not ultimately where she stayed. She walked through this valley of the shadow of death and at the end of her life could reflect that through it all God was working in a way she could never have dreamt, and later history records it was ever better than that! 

Let’s go back to the story.

Settled back in Bethlehem the two women somehow had to survive. There was, as far as Naomi knew anyone who would be able to help, and the only form of social security allowance for widows and destitute was the right to go into a farmer’s field and pick the stalks of corn that were especially left for this a purpose round the edge of the field.

Now, it ‘just so happened’ – 2v3 that the field that Ruth went into belonged to one of the wealthiest men in the town, who just happened to be a relative of Naomi and her late husband! His name was Boaz. Ruth caught Boaz eye and when he finds out who she was he takes her under his wrong to look after and provide for. There was no other ulterior motive in his mind at that time – he was just doing the decent thing for a young woman who found herself down on her uppers. 

When Naomi finds out what happened she encourages Ruth to stay in Boaz field, and after a few months decides to play cupid! ‘Ruth, you need a husband, and who better than Boaz! Here’s what you need to do – this is our custom in these situations. He’ll sleep in his barn tonight and what you need to do is put your prettiest dress on, some nice perfume and when he’s asleep go and lay down at his feet.’ Sounds a bit full on to us, but it really wasn’t in those days, it was the way a girl showed she was available for marriage, it’s a kind of proposal. Now listen to what happened that night - Rd 3:8-11.

Boaz is described (2:20) as ‘one of our kinsman redeemers’; I need to explain what this is because it is hugely important to the story and to us! The kinsman-redeemer was a male relative who, according to Jewish law had the responsibility/privilege to act on behalf of a relative who was in trouble, danger, or need. Every family had land – if they got into trouble rather than sell the land out of the family clan a ‘kinsman redeemer’ had option to buy it in order to keep it in the family. Included in the land was any people that depended on the land – if a person fell into hard times the kinsman redeemer would take them in, take responsibility for them until they got back on their feet. He was a rescuer, a deliverer, protector and guardian. I guess the nearest thing today would be someone standing as guarantor for someone loan.

This provision, enshrined in law, was as you can imagine, a huge help and security for a family, but was equally a huge responsibility for the one on whom such responsibility fell. And such certainly was the case here with Boaz. As well as having to pay for the land Naomi put up for sale, he also had take  responsibility for Naomi and of course Ruth – and Ruth, remember, was a Moabite, a foreigner; no one would normally want to take responsibility for her. Send her home, don’t let her be a drain on our country, don’t let her in to dilute our customs and way of life. She was one that no one else would accept, care for and love; she had no rights.

But Boaz accepted her. He willingly stepped up to the plate and said ‘I will take care of this one that others won’t, I’ll look after this one that others won’t, I’ll take her as my own, I’ll accept her.’

There is a little twist in the story – Boaz knew there was someone closer than him who had first option and so, honourable man that he was he informed him. But his reaction was – ‘The land’s OK, but I cannot buy Ruth as well; it’s too much of a risk, it could complicate the family dynamics too much; you can have her’ – 4v4-6.
So Boaz did – he’d taken a shine to her and nothing was too much cost for him. So in Ch4 v13 we read that Boaz took Ruth as his wife; and before long there was the patter of tiny feet. and what follows is just beautiful; Rd Ruth 4:14-17.

The kinsman redeemer changed everything for Naomi. Where all had seemed lost now there was hope and joy and peace and contentment. And you know what – that lad was called Obed. He grew up and he and his wife had a son – and he named him Jesse. And Jesse grew up and had a son and called him David. David became the greatest King of Israel ever, and from him eventually came Jesus – the great kinsman redeemer of his people - your kinsman redeemer. 

Jesus came as our rescuer, born in of all places – Bethlehem! He came buy back, to keep in his family, to pay the price for those who had no rights or no hope. He came to love the ones no one else would love, to care for the one no one else would care for, to accept the unacceptable and to forgive the unforgivable. 

The story of Ruth and Naomi is ultimately not then about loss, but about hope. And it teaches us that in Jesus, if – no matter how dark and clack and ugly things seem, no matter what’s been in the box of you your life, if you will just look to him, come to him, trust him he will transform your circumstances for good and fill you with hope.
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