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Series name: Gifts Jesus came to bring
Sermon # in series: 2
Sermon Title: Jesus came to bring the gift of Peace
Bible Reference: 
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Gifts Jesus came to bring: #2 - Peace

Taking out the decorations – same ones every year, with memories and sentimentality. So it is a bit with Christmas. Something good about taking out the same things and looking at them again. (As long as we understand these things are not really just for Christmas!

This morning we look briefly at the second gift Jesus came to bring – the gift of peace. 100’s of years before Jesus was borne Isaiah the holy man and prophet from God, inspired by God the H/S said this about the Messiah - ‘He will be called …. The Prince of peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end’– Isaiah 9. And all those years later on the night Jesus was born the angels sang in the heavens – ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests’ Luke 2:14.

One of the chiefest of reasons Jesus came was to bring to us peace – especially to those who were and will be his people – those who trust in him.

You a believer? He wants you to unwrap this gift of peace, to take it and enjoy it. It’s yours as a birthright from him.

Let me briefly open up what this piece looks like that Jesus came to bring. First and foremost he came to bring you

1. Peace with God.  Romans 5:1 (Upward peace)
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. I like the way the NLT says it ‘Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace[a] with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us’ 
This is critical because by nature we are enemies of God, against him. That’s an awful situation to be in – to be fighting and to be against the almighty! It will only end one way. Thankfully in his love and mercy and grace he decided it isn’t going to end that way and he took action to change it. Hence Jesus coming, living perfectly and dying and rising. The moment we trust in Jesus, really trust him, and submit to his Lordship then God forgives us (declares us innocent – Justifies us) and accepts us again. The division that was between us is healed – reconciled. God becomes our friend; more than that he adopts us into his family! How wonderful is that! Children of God. You/me a child of God, loved by him. Can scarcely comprehend that – especially maybe if your childhood wasn’t that great; maybe you felt always having to prove yourself in order to get affirmation. Now as Xian you maybe think it works the same way – he’ll love you and accept you if you’re good, but woe betide of you’re not! Doesn’t work that way with God. Loves you regardless or what you’ve done, what you are. ‘Just as I am …’ (Though remember he doesn’t want you to stay as you are … he wants to make you better, give you better things.)
This is just wonderful. Have you peace with God through Jesus? If not then come today.
Along with peace with God comes a second wonderful peace gift. He wants us to have 

2. Peace of God (Inward peace)

If peace with God comes when we trust Jesus to deal with our sins, then the peace of God comes as we learn to trust him with the rest of our lives also. Bible says ‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Then comes this stunning promise And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus’ Phil 4:6-7. No exceptions, no exclusions! It’s what he promises to all who trust him and rest on his promises and character. When you humble yourself and come to him through Jesus, confessing and repenting then God is on your side! He, the all wise, all good and all knowing one will be your provider, protector and guide. How good is that! 
Listen to what he says to his people in Isaiah 48:17 ‘I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is good for you and leads you along the paths you should follow’. Note the 2 things he says there – ‘what’s good for you’ and ‘leads along paths to follow’. Doesn’t say those paths would be easy with no problems, disappointment or difficulties. But if they are God’s paths then we can know they must be right and that give huge confidence and peace. 

Trouble comes when we stop following him, when we get cold feet, or simply ignore what he says. He goes on in the next verse – ‘Oh, that you had listened to my commands! Then you would have had peace flowing like a gentle river and righteousness rolling over you like waves in the sea. God promises here, rather wistfully, that following him is the path of peace, despite how tough the path may be.
So the gift Jesus came to bring us is the gift of peace in the midst of circumstances. Life tough? Not know which way to go? Anxious, weighed down? Then come to Jesus, follow him and know that his paths are always best.

Peace with God and the peace of God in our hearts will then lead to the third area of peace -  

3. Peace with others – Outward peace
Because of sin we’re broken and have a tendency to hurt others. Sin makes us by nature selfish, self centred. So our heckles go up if someone says something (or we think they say something!) we don’t like; we get all precious about our reputation and what others might think of us; we tend to get put out if others get attention and praise and we feel overlooked. We all do it – it’s human nature! 

What’s the answer? The answer is to think more of God than we do of ourselves, to be focused on and content with what he thinks of us. At the end of the day that really is all that counts! And that is made possible through Jesus. When we get right with God and enjoy the peace of God it will make it easier to live at peace with other people. We’ll be humbled by God’s grace, so thankful that we’ve been forgiven, adopted and given a second chance, thankful for the hope we have that we won’t mind if another person has more than we have or gets what we would have wanted. We’ll be able, as scriptures asks us – to ‘make allowance for each others faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord foragve you, so you must forgive others.’  Colossians 3:13. And if we’re not willing to forgive others, if we’re not willing to let bygones be bygones then what does it really say about us? 

So, the answer to our problems with other people is ultimately to be right with God and living for him first and foremost. Life is too short to hold grudges; why spoil today with bitterness and angst towards others which only stops you enjoying God’s peace in your heart?
The way of peace is the way of following Jesus – so is there someone you need to forgive? Is there some grudge you need to drop? Some hurt someone has done you that you simply need to move on from? What good is it doing holding on to it? If Christ can forgive you can you not, should you not be willing to forgive the one who hurt you?
Let me conclude – Jesus came to bring peace with God, in whatever circumstances and with others. They key thing in all three of these is really, genuinely believing and trusting him. But here’s the thing, as I heard someone explain it this week: 

For many professing Christians belief is like a parachute. We know how it works, we know that it works, but are you willing to put it one, get into the aeroplane and jump? Will you put words into action
May the Lord grant us faith to believe and may we be willing to act on what we say we believe; to really trust Jesus, to take him at his word, to stand on his promises and so to prove and experience his peace in our hearts.
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